
SENATE . . . . 401

Senate, April 21, 1930.

The committees on Taxation and Constitutional Law,
sitting jointly, to whom was referred so much of the Re-
port of the special commission (including members of
the General Court) directed (under Chapter 37 of the
Resolves of 1929) to continue the investigation of the
entire subject of state, county and local taxation and
revenues from fees and other sources (House, No. 900)
as relates to a legislative amendment of the Constitution
relative to the authority of the General Court to levy
excise taxes, reports, in accordance with a provision of
Joint Rule No. 23, recommending that the amendment
(see Senate, No. 401) ought to pass.

For the committees

ERLAND F. FISH.

Che Commontoealth of Massachusetts
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty.

Proposal for a Legislative Amendment of the Con-
stitution relative to the Authority of the General
Court to levy Excise Taxes.

A joint session of the senate and house of
representatives hereby declares it to be expedient
to alter the constitution by the adoption of the
following article of amendment, to the end that
it may become a part of the constitution if
similarly agreed to in a joint session of the next
general court and approved by the people at
the state election next following:
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Full power and authority are hereby given
and granted to the general court to impose and
levy reasonable duties and excises upon the re-
ceipt of income, from whatever source derived,
and also upon the transaction of business by
corporations, unincorporated associations, part-
nerships, trusts or otherwise, measured by the
amount of income received or other reasonable
method. Such duties and excises may be graded
in respect to the amount of income received, or
classified, or both, but all such duties and excises
shall be uniform throughout the commonwealth.
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22 Reasonable exemptions may, in the discretion
23 of the general court, be granted therefrom, and
24 also, in connection with the imposition and levy-
-25 ing of such duties and excises, from the im-
-26 position and levying of proportional and reason-
-27 able assessments, rates and taxes, as to any class
28 of property. The power to impose and levy
29 duties and excises under this article shall not be
30 affected by any limitation or restriction appli-
-31 cable to the imposition and levying of propor-
-32 tional and reasonable assessments, rates and
33 taxes. Nothing contained in this article shall
34 abridge or limit any power or authority granted
35 to the general court by any other provision of the
36 constitution to impose and levy any kind of tax.




