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31 St. James Avenue, I ber 3, 1930.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representat

In compliance with the provisions of section 33 of
chapter 30 of the General Laws, as amended by section
43 of chapter 362 of the Acts of 1923, we respectfully
present the following parts of the twelfth annual report
of the Board of Trustees of the Boston Elevated Rail-
way Company (Pub. Doc. No. 132) for the year ending
December 31, 1930, which contains recommendations
for legislative action, accompanied by drafts of bills
embodying the legislation recommended, which drafts
have been submitted to the counsel to the House of
Representatives for advice and assistance as to the form
thereof.

Respectfully submitted,

HENRY I. HARRIMAN,
EDWARD E. WHITING,
GEORGE B. JOHNSON,
ERNEST A. JOHNSON,
CHARLES H. COLE,

Cftc Commontoealtf) of spassacfnmts

Board of Trustees of the
Boston Elevated Railway Company.
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1. Trackless Trolleys

In the last few years notable improvements have
been made in the development of so-called trackless
trolleys. The present vehicle in body design is sub-
stantially the same as the latest type metropolitan motor
busses. Power, however, is furnished by a trolley system

employed by electric streetthe sameübstant
ca

certain advantages over thehe trackless trolle
street car in that it is steered like a motor vehicle, can
draw up to the curb to take on or discharge passengers,
thereby freeing them from the dangers of street traffic,
can make better time than the trolley car by reason of
its ability to pass around obstructions or other traffic,

i on rubber tires.and causes less n le ox of
the curb toIts mobility, and especially

causes less interfer-take on and discharge passe;
ence with other traffic upon the highways than does the
stre'

In comparison with the gasoline driven motor bus it
of the elimination of allis smoother in action beca

gear shifting, is freed from tO Pc

from exhaust gases, and causes less noise. Like the street
car it lacks the complete mobility of the motor bus in
not being able to detour or pass other trackless trolleys
moving in the same

These vehicles have been operated for some time in
Philadelphia, Baltimore and Rochester, and more re-

itly with the newer type of vehicle in Salt Lake Citycently with the newer type of vehic
red theNew Orleans and Chicago, where v

results are considered satisfactory. The trustees belief
that it would be wise to make at least a trial installation
on this syster

RECOMMENDATIONS.
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Operation of these vehicles was authorized by chapter
266 of the Acts of 1916, which is now chapter 163 of the
General Laws. This chapter provides in detail for the
operation and regulation of such vehicles, but proper-
amendment of the motor vehicle law was not made at
that time to harmonize with this chapter.

The motor vehicle law defines motor vehicles as “auto-
mobiles, semi-trailer units, motorcycles, and all other-
vehicles propelled by power other than muscular power,
except railroad and railway cars and motor vehicles run-
ning only upon rails or tracks.” As trackless trolleys
are propelled by power other than muscular power, and
are not included in the exceptions noted, they fall within
this definition. As a result, before such vehicles could
be operated, it would be necessary not only to obtain
the permits required by chapter 163 of the General Laws,
but also to obtain the licenses and certificates required
by the me

We recommend that the x vehicle law be amended
to exclude trackless tre definition ot

motor veh

2. Smoking in Cars and Busses.
During the last few years there has been considerable

annoyance to passengers on certain bus and trolley

Though requested by the opera-mu GO

tor of the c. There seems to be no
e under whi non

and convenience of others c n be prosecute ccord-
ingly, we recommend the passage of an act which willi

permit prosecutior If the proposed statutec

lieve that few prosecutions will be neis enacted

et that they could be instituted would
probably result in discontinuance e bv the

re troublepersons now ca



HOUSE No. 44. [Jan. 1931.4

The large increase in the number of automobiles oper-
ated upon the highways has resulted in a congestion of
traffic which seriously slows down street railway opera-
tion. Delays are especially frequent and of considerable
duration at many street intersections. Traffic officers
in general co-operate in the movement of cars through
such intersections. This is decidedly in the public in-
terest, since the ordinary street car carries on the aver-
age as many persons as thirty or forty automobiles,
while a three-car train carries as many passengers as a
hundred or more automobiles.

In the rush hours, especially, the persons riding upon
street cars are people going to and returning from their
work, and it is highly desirable that everything reason-
able should be done to expedite their journeys.

Installation of automatic traffic lights which is now
becoming common may tend seriously to increase the
delay to street railway passengers unless these signals
are designed and equipped to avoid this result. For
example, if a light at a cross street is timed for two min-
utes between changes and a car arrives just as the light
has changed, its passengers must wait until that period
of time has elapsed, and this may be repeated at every
crossing.

These signals can be so arranged as to permit cars to
pass with slight delay and without any serious incon-
venience to traffic. We believe that when such lights are
installed, street railways affected should be entitled to be
heard, and to have the signals so adapted as not unduly
to delay the cars if the railway is willing to pay any extra
cost entailed thereby.

3. Automatic Traffic Lights.


