
HOUSE 54

Department of Education.
te House, Boston, December 3, 1930.

To the General Court of Massach

In accordance with the provisions of section 33 of
chapter 30 of the General Laws, as amended by section
43 of chapter 362 of the Acts of 1923, copies of the recom-
mendations for legislation to be contained in the annual
report of this Department (Pub. Doc. No. 2) are sub-
mitted herewith, together with drafts of bills embodying
thejlegislation recommended. These drafts have been
submitted to the counsel for the House of Representa-
tives, as required by law.

PAYSON SMITH,

Ci)e Commonturaltf) of s^assadnisetts

Commissioner of Education
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1. Relative to Changing the Requirements for
Leaving School from Fourteen Years to
Fifteen Years and for Continuation School
from Sixteen to Seventeen.

In 1852 the law requiring compulsory education of
children up to fourteen years of age was enacted. In
the three-quarters of a century which has elapsed since
that time economic and social conditions have caused
decided change in the lives of our people. I believe to
meet these changed conditions the compulsory school
age should be increased to fifteen years, and that the
age of the continuation school group should be changed
from the fourteen to sixteen year requirement to from
fifteen to seventeen years.

The bill which I submit herewith makes no change in
existing law other than increasing the compulsory school
age requirement and providing for the group of children
between fourteen and fifteen years of age who may
receive educational opportunities in any one of four
different types of schools. These opportunities are also
available to the group from sixteen to seventeen years
of age. The local school authorities will determine the
educational opportunities which shall be offered. The
schools referred to are the regular day schools; the inde-
pendent industrial, agricultural and household arts
schools; the co-operative continuation school; and the
continuation school, full time.

2. Relative to providing Correspondence Courses,
without Fee, in Certain Cases.

Many applications have been received by the Depart-
ment for correspondence courses through the Division
of University Extension from patients in the State and
county tubercular sanatoriums, and in some cases from
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prisoners in correctional institutions. The applicants
did not have money to pay the usual fees for such courses.
I recommend that the law authorizing the giving of
university extension courses by correspondence be
amended to make possible the offering of such courses
to the inmates of State and county hospitals, sanato-
riums, infirmaries and correctional institutions, and to
inmates of Federal hospitals located within the Com-
monwealth.

3. Relative to Limiting the Period during which
Interest shall be Credited to the Accounts
of Members of the Teachers’ Retirement
Association who have Left the Service.

Under the provisions of the Teachers’ Retirement
Law, a member who leaves the service may leave his
contributions to the Annuity Fund on deposit indefinitely,
and interest must be credited to his account.

Many teachers who leave the service do so for the
purpose of further study at normal school or college,
and therefore there would seem to be no objection to
allowing interest for a reasonable period after resignation.

Since the Retirement System was not established to
serve as a savings bank for persons who have perma-
nently left the service, it is recommended that if a person
leaves the service and does not withdraw his contribu-
tions, interest shall not be credited to his account after
the third compounding date following the time when he
became entitled to a refund.




