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Metropolitan District Commission.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representative

In accordance with the provisions of section 33 of
chapter 30 of the General Laws, as amended by section
43 of chapter 362 of the Acts of 1923, copies of the recom-
mendations for legislation to be contained in the ab-
stract of the annual report of this Commission (Pub.
Doc. No. 48) for the year 1930, authorized by section
100 of chapter 92 of the General Laws, kre submitted
herewith, together with drafts of the bills embodying
the legislation recommended. These drafts have been
submitted to the counsel for the House of Representa-
tives as required by law.

Ctje CommonVuealtJ) of 6©assac|)usctts

DAVIS B. KENISTON,
Metropolitan District Commissioi
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1. Relative to the Application of Payments Re-
ceived for the Admission of Towns to the Water
District and for Furnishing Water.

RECOMMENDATIONS.

The first paragraph of section 10 of chapter 92 of the
General Laws, as amended by chapter 189 of the Acts
of 1928, provides that all sums paid by towns within
10 miles of the State House for admission to the Metro-
politan Water District, all payments made as deter-
mined by the Commission by water companies owning
the water pipe systems in towns within 10 miles of the
State House, and all payments made as determined by
the Commission by any town or water company for water
furnished from the Metropolitan Water Works in case
of fire or other emergency, shall be distributed to the
towns in the Metropolitan Water District, in proportion
to the total amount of the annual assessments thereto-
fore paid by them, respectively.

In the second paragraph of section 10 it is provided
that all sums paid, for water furnished from the Metro-
politan Wrater Works, by sections of towns or of water
companies furnishing sections of towns, shall be applied
by the State Treasurer to the sinking fund established
for the payment of bonds issued on account of the Metro-
politan Water District.

The provisions of these two paragraphs appear to be
inconsistent. Prior to the revision of the statutes in the
General Laws, chapter 404 of the Acts of 1906 was in
force, and all sums received for the admission of towns
into the Water District were applied to the payment of
the cost of connecting such towns with the Metropolitan
Works, and the balance was applied to the sinking fund,
and under chapter 238 of 1907 all sums of money received
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for furnishing water to towns not in the Water District
and the water companies in such towns were applied to
the sinking fund. These seem to have been wise pro-
visions of law, as in almost every admission of a new
town to the District, a substantial amount would be
required for new works to connect the new town with
the Metropolitan Water Works, and any balance not
required for this purpose could then well be applied to
the sinking fund or to the payment of serial bonds, as
well as any sums received from the sale of water to towns
or water companies outside the District.

It is recommended that section 10 of chapter 92, as
amended by chapter 189 of the Acts of 1928, be further
amended to include the provisions of these previous acts
with the modifications suggested.

2. Relative to the Improvement of Charles River
Basin and the Laying out and Constructing
Certain Parkways Along the Basin.

Chapter 371 of the Acts of 1929, providing for the Im-
provement of the Charles River Basin and for the laying
out and construction of certain parkways along the basin,
and for the improvement of certain streets in Boston and
Cambridge near the basin, authorized the expenditure
of such sums as should be necessary, not exceeding in
the aggregate, $2,305,000.

Of this amount $1,000,000 has been provided by gift,
and the rest by assessments upon the cities of Boston,
Cambridge and Newton, and the town of Watertown,
the Highway Fund and Metropolitan Parks District.

While the cost of some of the projects are somewhat
problematical, contingent on the land damages, there
ultimately will be required a much larger amount than
has been provided if these projects are to be completed.
The assessment of these amounts is not required in the
current year.

It is recommended that an additional sum of $1,370,000
be provided, to be assessed in the years 1932 and 1933,
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and apportioned substantially in the manner provided
by chapter 371 of 1929.

3. Relative to tee Completion of East Milton
Street to Brush Hill Road in the Readville
District of Boston.

Under paragraph (a) of section 1 of chapter 334 of
1929 this Commission was authorized to lay out and
construct a parkway or boulevard from the junction of
the Neponset River Parkway and Brush Hill Road, in
the town of Milton, to the junction of East Milton
Street and Hyde Park Avenue at Wolcott Street, in the
Readville district of Boston, for which project the sum
of $BO,OOO was provided.

This roadway has been built from Readville to a point
near the Neponset River, but the amount provided was
insufficient to rebuild Pauls bridge, so ceiled, or a new
bridge adjoining it. In order to complete this project
to Brush Hill Road with a proper bridge and approaches
thereto, and connections with Brush Hill Road and Ne-
ponset River Parkway, an additional sum of $50,000
will be required.

4. Relative to the Reconstruction of Reedsdale
Road and Brook Road in the Town of Milton.

Under section 21 of chapter 420 of the Acts of 1930
this Commission was directed to acquire land for the
construction of an extension of Furnace Brook Parkway
from near the point where it passes under the Granite
Division of the New York, New Haven & Hartford
Railroad, in a general northwesterly direction at the
intersection of Reedsdale Road and Pleasant Street, in
the town of Milton, thence continuing along Reedsdale
Road and Brook Road to the intersection of Brook Road
and Blue Hills Parkway, including as a portion of such
extension such widening of said ways as the Commission
shall deem necessary, and for this purpose $90,000 was
provided by appropriation.
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This section further provides that “The portions of
Reedsdale road and Brook road included in the above
description shall, upon this act taking effect, become
metropolitan parkways but open to all classes of traffic.”

These portions of Reedsdale Road and Brook Road,
together about 9,500 feet in length, are existing streets
in poor condition. The car tracks in the center of the road-
ways have been removed, but the area has not been
restored, and the roads should be rebuilt. The Commis-
sion has no funds available. The estimated cost of recon-
struction with the necessary widening is $300,000.








