
HOUSE 76

89 Broad Street, Boston, December 1, 1930.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives.

In compliance with the provisions of section 33 of
chapter 30 of the General Laws, as amended by sec-
tion 43 of chapter 362 of the Acts of 1923, the Division
of Metropolitan Planning herewith respectfully submits
the portion of its annual report (Pub. Doc. No. 142)
for the year ending November 30, 1930, which contains
recommendations or suggestions for legislative action.

Recommendations.

Last year, after full consultation with the Department
of Public Works and the Metropolitan District Com-
mission, the Division made very extensive recommenda-
tions for highway improvements in the district, many
of which were authorized under the provisions of chap-
ter 420 of the Acts of 1930. Other recommendations
of the Division were referred to the Department of
Public Works for study and recommendation under the
provisions of chapter 48 of the Resolves of 1930. The
Division is informed by the Department of Public
Works that it will recommend the construction of many
of the projects referred to in chapter 48.

Because of the fact that appropriations will be re-
quired to complete projects authorized in 1930, and
because of the favorable recommendation by the De-
partment of Public Works of other projects recom-

Cl )t Commontoealt!) of Massachusetts



T
()2

11
i

mended by the Division, the recommendations of this
Division for the year 1931 are less in magnitude than
usual. They embody three highway improvemer
three grade separations, as follows:

First. Authorization to the Department of Pi
Works to improve Gardner Street in Hingham between
Main Street and Whiting Street at a cost of approxi-
mately $lOO,OOO.

This project is in reality a continuation of the outer
circumferential highway, much of which has been pre-
viously constructed or authorized. It will enable the
heavy and continually increasing traffic using this high-
way to reach Main Street, Hingham, which has re-
cently been improved under the provisions of chap-
ter 90, Main Street furnishing a direct route from the
outer circumferential highway to Hingham, Nantasket
and the South Shore.

Second. Chapter 420 of the Acts of 1930, in section
21, authorized the Metropolitan District Commission to
take the necessary lands for a parkway from a point
on the Furnace Brook Parkway, in Quincy, westerly
of the point where said parkway passes under the Gran-
ite Division of the New York, New Haven & Hartford
Railroad, over private property and along the general
line of Reedsdale Road and Brook Road to the inter-
section of Brook Road and the Blue Hill Parkway, in
Milton. The Division now recommends that this park-
way be constructed at an estimated cost of $525,000,
this sum including the resurfacing of Reedsdale Road
and Brook Road and the construction of the new por-
tions of the parkway.

This parkway is most important in that it will con-
nect Mattapan and all of the highways centering there
with the westerly part of Quincy and the various State
highways leading to the South Shore.
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The Division also recommends that the Department
of Public Works and the Division of Metropolitan Plan-
ning be directed jointly to study and report to the
Legislature the best means of extending said parkway
as a highway across Quincy to a point on Washington
Street near the Fore River bridge, and in said study
md report also to consider and recommend the best

means of completing the Southern Artery through
Quincy so as to avoid Washington Street at its easterl
end, and to avoid Hancock Street and the Neponset
River bridge at its westerly end

Third. The Revere Beach Parkway is one of the
most important parkways of the Metropolitan District.
Its easterly terminus is now at the Fellsway, and traffic
desiring to move westerly must turn southerly on the
Fellsway across the Wellington bridge and thence
northwesterly along Mystic Avenue. The Division
recommends that the Revere Beach Parkway be ex-
tended westerly across the flats and the Mystic River
to Mystic Avenue near its intersection with Harvard
Street, Medford. This will greatly reduce the traffic
on the Fellsway and shorten the route for a large num-
ber of vehicles desiring to move from the Revere Beach
Parkway westerly in the Metropolitan area. The esti-
mated cost of this extension is $400,000.

Fourth. The Division also recommends the con-
struction of three grade separations in the city of Bos-
ton, to wit:

(a) At Commonwealth Avenue and Essex Street,
where the Cottage Farm bridge joins Commonwealth
Avenue, at an estimated cost of $450,000.

(6) At Commonwealth Avenue and Massachusetts
Avenue, at an estimated cost of $500,000.

(c) At the Riverway and Huntington Avenue, carry-
ing the Riverway over Huntington Avenue, at an esti-
mated cost of $250,000.
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These are among the most congested highway inter-
sections in Boston which it is feasible to relieve by
means of overpasses or underpasses.

Following precedents in previous authorizations, the
Division recommends that the cost of the Gardner
Street improvement in Hingham be charged 25 per cent
each to the Highway Fund, the District, the county and
the town. This was the division of cost for the outer
circumferential highway recently constructed through
Braintree, Weymouth and Hingham.

Likewise following precedent, the Division recom-
mends that the cost of the two parkways be divided,
50 per cent to the Highway Fund and 50 per cent to
the District. This has been the invariable division of
costs of parkways.

While the three grade separations recommended by
the Division are all in the city of Boston, they are all

n important through routes leading into theloc

Metropolitan area, and much of the traffic which will
use them will originate in and go to points outside of
the city of Boston and outside of the Metropolitan Dis-
trict. We therefore think it just that in the case of
the grade separation at Commonwealth Avenue and
Massachusetts Avenue, and at the Riverway and Hunt-
ington Avenue, where the tracks of the Elevated will

,ot be carried on the overpass or underps
be divided equally among the Highway Fund, the Dis-

city of Boston, each paying 331 pertrict

cent. In the case of the grade separation at Common-
wealth Avenue and Essex Street, provision should be
made for a reserved way for the tracks of the Elevated
on the overpass, and accordingly we think it fair that
the Elevated pay one-third of the cost, the remaining
two-thirds being divided equally among the Highway
Fund, the District and the city of Boston.

Accompanying this report are two bills, one provid-
ing for the construction of the highways, parkways and
grade separations, and one for a joint investigation by
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the Department of Public Works and the Division of
Metropolitan Planning.

The Division hopes that the Legislature will act
favorably upon the recommendations of the Department
of Public Works regarding highway improvements which
the Department was ordered to consider and report on
under the provisions of chapter 48 of the Resolves of
1930.

DIVISION OF METROPOLITAN PLANNING.

Charles R. Gow, Chairman.
Frederic H. Fay.
Wilson Marsh.
Richard K. Hale.
Everett E. Stone.
Frank A. Bayrd.

Mr. Corbett approves the projects recommended in
this report, but declines to sign because of reservations

to the method of financing.








