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To the Honorable Senate and House of Representative

In compliance with the provisions of section 33 of
chapter 30 of the General Laws, as amended by section
43 of chapter 362 of the Acts of 1923, the Department of
Public Works presents herewith such portions of its
annual report (Pub. Doc. No. 54) for the year ending
November 30, 1930, as embody recommendations for
legislative action, the same being accompanied by drafts
of bills to cover the legislation recommended.

FRANK E. LYMAN,

Cl)c Commontoealtl) of £oasoac|nisctts

Commissioner.
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1. In order to expedite the procedure in the matter
of laying out of State highways, it is recommended that,
in addition to the present provisions of law relating
thereto, which provide that county commissioners, aider-
men or selectmen may file a petition with the Depart-
ment of Public Works requesting that the Department
lay out and take charge of as a State highway any new
or existing way, the Department of Public Works be
authorized, also, to lay out and take charge of any way
as a State highway if the Department determines that
public necessity and convenience so require.

2. In connection with the granting of permits by the
Commissioner of Public Works under the provisions of
section 30 of chapter 85, and section 19 of chapter 90,
of the General Laws, and by the Department of Public
Works for the opening up of State highways by others
for any purpose under section 21 of chapter 81 of the
General Laws, the Department recommends that a
nominal fee of $1 should be charged for the issuance of
such permits. In connection with the granting of li-
censes for structures to be built or maintained under the
provisions of section 18 of chapter 91 of the General
Laws, the Department recommends that it should be
authorized at its discretion to charge a nominal fee of
$5 for the issuance of such licenses.

3. In order to clarify the law relating to the definition
of non-residents and the matter of registration of vehicles
of a non-resident of this State, the Department recom-
mends further legislation.

4. In order to insure that the records of the Registrar
of Motor Vehicles shall be used principally, in so far as
the public is concerned, for their protection in recover-
ing damages after accidents and related matters, and
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by governmental agencies in the collection of taxes and
the enforcement of the laws, certain procedure is recom-
mended regarding their use, and provision made that
fees may be charged for information requested.

5. The matter of the cancellation of registrations of
motor vehicles for the non-payment of premiums, and
the revocations of registrations incident thereto, in
effect making the registry of motor vehicles a collections
agency in many cases, should be corrected. It is desir-
able that a registration of a motor vehicle should not be
revoked in such cases unless the plates are returned,
and, as a registration is good for the entire year, the
insurance certificate covering it should also be good for
the entire year, regardless of the financial contract, or
at least the insurance certificate should cover the vehicle
described until the person or company insuring it secures
and surrenders the plates to the Department.

6. The motor vehicle law should provide for the legal
registration of a motor vehicle in cases where the transfer
of ownership and sale are contemplated, and to give the
owner the privilege of exchanging plates from one car
to another when there is a bona fide transfer of owner-
ship of one vehicle and the purchase of another.

7. The definition of motor vehicles as now defined to
include motor-propelled, slow-moving road machinery,
as provided by legislation passed in 1930, should be revised
and restore them to their former status.

8. The Department recommends the construction of
a highway in Revere beginning at the Revere Beach
Parkway at or near the Revere Station of the Boston &

Maine Railroad, thence extending northeasterly to a
point on the so-called North Shore Road in the vicinity
of Revere Street, with such connections or proper inter-
sections with other ways as may be necessary. The de-
termination of the details of such a highway should be
made by the Department after careful surveys as to the
most advisable route to follow.
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