
HOUSE 218
By Mr. Wadsworth of Boston, petition of Irving W. Cook and

others that banks be authorized to refuse payment on stale checks
and other stale demand instruments and that a time limit be
fixed on stop-payment and other similar orders. Banks and
Banking.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-One.

An Act to give a Bank the Option to refuse Payment
of a Check or Other Demand Instrument presented
One Year after Date, and to fix Limitations on Rev-
ocations, Countermands of Payments and Stop-
Payment Orders relating to the Payment of Checks
or Drafts against Bank Accounts.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Chapter one hundred and seven of the Genera)

2 Laws is hereby amended by adding at the end
3 thereof the following;
4 Section 213. Where a check or other instrument
5 payable on demand at any bank is presented for
6 payment more than one year from its date, such
7 bank may, unless expressly instructed by the drawer
8 or maker to pay the same, refuse payment thereof
9 and no liability shall thereby be incurred to the
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10 drawer or maker for dishonoring the instrument by
11 non-payment.
12 Section 214. No revocation, countermand or
13 stop-payment order relating to the payment of any
14 check or draft against an account of a depositor in
15 any bank shall remain in effect for more than six
16 months after the receipt of notice thereof by the
17 bank, unless the same be renewed; such renewals
18 shall be in writing and shall be in effect for not
19 more than six months from the receipt of notice
20 thereof by the bank, but such renewals may be made
21 from time to time. No notice affecting a check
22 upon which revocation, countermand or stop-pay-
-23 ment order has been made at the time of the taking
24 effect of this section shall be deemed to continue
25 for a period of more than six months thereafter.
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