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REPORT OF THE SPECIAL COMMISSION AP-
POINTED TO STUDY PROFESSIONAL BOXING
AND WRESTLING.

[Public Safety

State House, Boston, December 31, 19301, 1931

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representati.

The Special Commission relative to Professional Box-
ing and Wrestling herewith respectfully submits a pre-
liminary report.

The Commission was created by chapter 43, Resolves
of 1930, which reads as follows:

pecial commission, to consist ofResolved, That an unpaid
one- member of the senate tc be designated by the president
thereof, three members of thi
designated by the speaker tl

house of representatives to be
reof, and three persons to be

€t)C Commontocaltf) of Qpassadnisetts

appointed by the governor, shall make a survey and study of
the laws and rules and regulations of this and other states
governing the conduct of professional boxing, with a view to
recommending such changes in or additions to the laws, rules
and regulations aforesaid now in effect in the commonwealth
as may appear necessary or desirable to provide a more effective
method of regulating professional boxing in the commonwealth;
it shall also consider and report as to the advisability of placing
professional wrestling under state regulation and whether such
regulation should be similar to that provided for professional
boxing or otherwise. Said commission shall hold hearings. It
may expend, after an appropriation has been made, for clerical
and other services and expenses, such sums, not exceeding three
thousand dollars, as may be approved by the governor and
council. Said commission shall report to the general court the
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It of its investigation and its recommendations, if any, to-
ler with drafts of legislation necessary to carry its recom-
idations into effect, by filing the same with the clerk of the

of representatives not later than December first in the
r. [*Approved May 19, 193\

In accordance with the terms of this resolve, the
President of the Senate appointed Hon. Donald W.
Nicholson of Wareham; the Speaker of the House ap-
pointed Representatives A. B. Casson of Boston, Wil-
liam F. Thomas of Fall River, and William P. Corbett
of Somerville; and the Governor appointed Mr. Charles
F. Adams of Boston, Raymond S. Wilkins, Esquire, of
Winchester, and Mr. Paul H. Hines of Boston.

The Commission organized on July 9 at the State
House, and elected Senator Nicholson as chairman and
Representative Casson as vice-chairman. Subsequently,
Wendell D. Howie of Cambridge was elected as sec-
retary.

The Commission held several executive sessions dur-
ing July and August, at which a program of work was
prepared. Since that date there have been additional
executive sessions, and public hearings have been held
in Boston, Worcester, Springfield, Holyoke, Lawrence,
Lowell. Fall River and New Bedford. In addition,
ten conferences have been held, covering the entire
field of those interested in professional boxing and
wrestling. This included the members of the Massa-
chusetts Boxing Commission, boxing and wrestling
promoters, matchmakers, managers, referees, judges,
officials, boxers, wrestlers, sports writers and individuals.

As a result of some thirty executive meetings, public
hearings and conferences, the Commission found that
the problems before it were far-reaching and not sub-
ject to hasty conclusions. That there is emphatic
need of legislation within the scope of the Commis-
sion’s inquiry has been definitely proved.

It was the hope of the Commission that its report
would be ready for the convening of the General Court
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on January 7, 1931. For this reason a preliminary
report was held up until this time. Since it is now
evident that the final report cannot be completed on
that date, because of the wide variety of recommenda-
tions being considered and the necessity of drafting-
proposed new legislation, the Commission believes it
is advisable to take more time in the preparation of
the final report.

Accordingly, the Commission does now respectfully
request the General Court to adopt a joint order ex-
tending the time for the filing of its report, accompanied
by drafts of proposed legislation, to on or before Janu-
ary 31, 1931.

Respectfully submitted,

DONALD W. NICHOLSON, Chairman.
A. B. CASSON, Vice-Chairman.
WILLIAM F. THOMAS.
WILLIAM P. CORBETT.
CHARLES F. ADAMS.
RAYMOND S. WILKINS.
PAUL H. HINES.

WENDELL D. HOWIE
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