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By Mr. Bateman of Winchester, petition of Dunbar F. Carpenter
for legislation to provide for the abolition of fictitious attachments.
Judiciary (Joint).

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-One.

An Act to abolish Fictitious Attachments.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-

sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

C&e Commontgealti) of cpjssacjnisms

1 Section seventeen of chapter two hundred and
2 twenty-three of the General Laws is hereby amended
3 by adding at the end thereof the following;
4 Nominal, fictitious, or “chip” attachments shall
5 no longer be made by officers in the service of a writ
6of summons and attachment. If the officer does
7 not in fact make an attachment, he shall cross out
8 in the form of separate summons now in use the
9 words “And your goods or estate are attached to

10 the value of dollars for security to satisfy
11 the judgment which the said plaintiff may recover
12 upon the aforesaid trial” or other words reciting the
13 fact of attachment when no attachment has been
14 made; and he shall state in his return either that he
15 found no property of the defendant to attach or
16 that he was not directed by the plaintiff or his attor-
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17 ney to make an actual attachment, and such state-
-18 ment in the return shall be a sufficient compliance
19 with the command in the writ to make an attachment.
20 In case of the adoption by the courts under section
21 sixteen of this chapter of a new form of summons
22 which contains no reference to attachment, the officer
23 serving such summons after an actual attachment
24 has been made shall, as part of his duty, write or
25 stamp upon the summons over his signature as such
26 officer at the bottom of the fa*ce of the summons the
27 words, “Your goods or estate are attached to the
28 value of the sum claimed in this summons,” or words
29 to that effect, and the officer’s return to the court
30 upon the writ in such a case shall state the fact that
31 he notified the defendant in writing of the attachment.






