
HOUSE No. 501
By Mr. Edward J, Kelley of Worcester, petition of the Massachu-

setts State Federation of Labor for the establishment of a State fund
for the compensation of employees injured in industrial accidents and
that employers be enabled to insure their own risks. Labor and
Industries.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-One.

An Act to establish a State Fund for the Compensation
of Employees injured in Industrial Accidents and to
enable Employers to insure their Own Risks.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-

sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. The following words as used herein-
-2 after in this act shall, unless a different meaning is
3 plainly required by the context or specifically pre-
-4 scribed, have the following meanings:
5 (1) “Average weekly wages,” the earnings of the
6 injured employee during the period of twelve calendar
7 months immediately preceding the date of injury,
8 divided by fifty-two; but if the injured employee
9 lost more than two weeks’ time during such period,

10 the earnings for the rerm
11 months shall be divided
12 maining after the time
13 Where by reason of the
14 which the employee has

inder of such twelve calendar
by the number of weeks re-
so lost has been deducted,
shortness of the time during
been in the employment of
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15 his employer, or the nature or terms of the employ-
-16 ment, it is impracticable to compute the average
17 weekly wages, as above defined, regard may be had to
18 the average weekly amount which, during the twelve
19 months previous to the injury, was being earned by a
20 person in the same grade employed at the same work
21 by the same employer, or, if there is no person so
22 employed, by a person in the same grade employed
23 in the same class of employment and in the same
24 district.
25 (2) “Department,” the department of industrial
26 accidents.
27 (3) “Dependents,” members of the employee’s
28 family or next of kin who were wholly or partly de-
-29 pendent upon the earnings of the employee for support
30 at the time of the injury.
31 (4) “Employee,” every person in the service of
32 another under any contract of hire, express or implied,
33 oral or written, except masters and seamen on vessels
34 engaged in interstate or foreign commerce, and except
35 one whose employment is not in the usual course of
36 the trade, business, profession or occupation of his
37 employer, but including one whose employment is for
38 any reason in violation of law. Any reference to an
39 employee who has been injured shall, when the em-
-40 ployee is dead, also include his legal representatives,
41 dependents and other persons to whom compensation
42 may be payable.
43 (5) “Employer,” includes the legal representatives
44 of a deceased employer.
45 (6) “Parties,” shall mean the employee or those
46 claiming under him and his employer.
47 (7) “Reviewing board,” the reviewing board desig-
-48 mated under section five of this act.
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49 (8) “Subscriber,” every employer from whom full
50 payment of his proper contribution to the state fund
51 has been received, or whose premiums the department
52 determines to be collectible.
53 (9) “Self-insurer,” one who is authorized by the
54 department to pay compensation directly to his
55 employees.

1 Section 2. This act shall be administered by the
2 department of industrial accidents, consisting of the
3 industrial accident board.

1 Section 3. Said department may appoint, employ
2 and remove such additional agents and employees as
3 may be necessary to fully administer this act.

1 Section 4. There may be established and main-
-2 tained under the control of the department not more
3 than ten branch offices in cities selected by it, from
4 time to time, after proper investigation, for the better
5 adjustment of disputed cases and for the better infor-
-6 mation of all parties as to their rights under this act.
7 Said department may provide such offices with rooms,
8 furniture and equipment, and appoint such officers,
9 agents, clerks and assistants as are necessary for the

10 discharge of its duties in connection with such offices.
11 The salaries of the members of this department, and
12 all other salaries and expenses of the commonwealth in
13 administering this act shall be paid out of moneys on
14 deposit to the credit of the state fund hereinafter
15 created.

1 Section 5. Section three of chapter twenty-four
2 of the General Laws shall remain in force and effect.



HOUSE No. SOU [Jan.4

V

1 Section 6. The department shall be in continuous
2 session and open for the transaction of business during
3 all the business hours of each and every day, excepting
4 Sundays and legal holidays. All sessions shall be open
5 to the public. All proceedings of the department shall
6 be shown on its records of proceedings, which shall be
7 public records, and shall contain a record of each case
8 considered, and the award made with respect thereto,
9 and all voting shall be had by the calling of each

10 member’s name by the secretary, and each vote shall
11 be recorded as cast.

1 Section 7. The department shall provide itself
2 with a proper seal for the authentication of its acts.
3 The department shall keep and maintain its principal
4 office in the city of Boston.

1 Section 8. The department shall make all neces-
-2 sary inspections and investigations relating to causes
3 of injuries for which compensation may be claimed,
4 and for this purpose any member or employee thereof
5 may at any time enter places of employment when
6 being used for business purposes. It shall also have
7 the powers and duties set forth in this chapter.

1 Section 9. The state board for vocational train-
-2 ing shall aid persons whose earning capacity has been
3 impaired by industrial accident while residents of the
4 commonwealth in obtaining such education, training
5 and employment as will tend to restore their earning
6 capacity. It may co-operate with the United States
7 government, and in co-operation with the department
8 of education may establish and maintain, or assist in
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9 so doing in schools or institutions supported wholly
10 or in part by the commonwealth, such courses as it
11 may deem expedient, and otherwise may act in such
12 manner as it may deem necessary to accomplish the
13 purpose of this section.

1 Section 10. The department shall make an annual
2 report.

1 Section 11. There is hereby created a state fund
2 entitled the workmen’s compensation fund. The state
3 treasurer shall be the custodian of this fund and every
4 employer having a usual place of business within the
5 commonwealth may obtain the benefits of a subscriber
6 under this act by subscribing to and paying premiums
7 into the state fund as hereinafter set forth, or by
8 obtaining authorization from the department to pay
9 compensation direct under the provisions of this act.

10 Compensation shall be paid from such state fund to
11 employees of subscribing employers receiving injury
12 in the manner specified in this act as entitling one to
13 benefits, if such injury is received within the jurisdic-
-14 tion of this commonwealth, or if such injury is received
15 without the commonwealth and if the contract of
16 employment is negotiated in whole or in part, or made
17 within this commonwealth.
18 The department shall fix the amount of compensa-
-19 tion or other relief to which the employee of a self-
-20 insurer shall be entitled and no agreement between
21 employer and employee with reference thereto shall
22 be valid unless approved by the department as finally
23 settling the employee’s rights. Upon proof to the
24 satisfaction of the department that any self-insurer
25 has coerced or attempted to coerce any injured em-
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26 ployee in respect to the amount or duration of his
27 compensation, the department shall forthwith termi-
-28 nate the right of such employer to be a self-insurer.

1 Section 12. A subscriber or a self-insurer shall
2 not be liable to respond in damages at common law
3 or by statute for injuries or death to any of his em-
-4 ployees wherever occurring during the period he is
5 such subscriber or self-insurer; provided, that the
6 injured employee has remained in his service with
7 notice that his employer has paid into the insurance
8 fund the premiums provided by this act or is author-
-9 ized to self-insure.

1 Section 13. Non-subscribers to the state fund
2 and those not authorized to self-insure, shall be liable
3 to their employees for damages suffered by reason of
4 personal injuries sustained in the course of employ-
-5 ment caused by the wrongful act, neglect or fault of
6 the employer, within the scope of their employment or
7 any of the employer’s officers, agents or employees,
8 and also to the representatives of such employees where
9 death results from such injuries, and in such action,

10 it shall not be a defence:
11 (1) That the employee was negligent.
12 (2) That the injury was caused by the negligence
13 of a fellow employee.
14 (3) That the employee had assumed the risk of the
15 injury.
16 This section shall not apply to actions for death or
17 to recover damages for personal injuries sustained (a)
18 by domestic servants and farm laborers, (b ) by em-
-19 ployees of a subscriber or self-insurer.
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1 Section 14. The department shall disburse the
2 state insurance fund to each employee of subscriber
3 who has received a personal injury arising out of and
4 in the course of his employment, or arising out of an

5 ordinary risk of the street while actually engaged with
6 his employer’s authorization in the business affairs
7 or undertakings of his employer wheresoever such
8 injury has occurred and which has not been personally
9 self-inflicted, or to the dependents of such employee

10 in case death has ensued.
11 All employers electing directly to compensate their
12 injured employees in compliance with this act, shall
13 pay to each employee who has received a personal
14 injury arising out of and in the course of his employ-
-15 ment, or arising out of an ordinary risk of the street
16 while actually engaged with his employer’s authoriza-
-17 tion in the business affairs or undertakings of his
18 employer unless the injury or death of such employee
19 has purposely been self-inflicted, the compensation
20 provided for by this act as fixed by said department
21 and shall furnish such medical, surgical, nursing and
22 hospital care and attention, artificial appliances or
23 funeral expenses as the department shall determine
24 to be required under this act.

1 Section 15. Those employers who abide by the
2 rules of the department, and are determined by the
3 department to be of sufficient financial ability to
4 render certain the payment of compensation to in-
-5 jured employees or to the dependents of deceased
6 employees, and the furnishing of medical, surgical,
7 nursing and hospital attention and services, artificial
8 appliances and medicines, and funeral expenses equal
9 to those that are provided for by this law, and who
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10 do not desire to insure the payment thereof out of
11 the state fund by subscribing thereto, may elect,
12 subject to the approval of the department, to pay
13 individually and directly such compensation and
14 furnish such medical, surgical, nursing and hospital
15 services and attention, artificial appliances and funeral
16 expenses to such injured employees. The department
17 shall require from such employers such security as it
18 shall deem proper, adequate and sufficient to compel
19 or secure to such injured employees the payment of
20 the compensation and expenses herein provided to be
21 paid to the employees of subscribers. Any security
22 accepted by said department as hereinbefore provided
23 as security for said payment shall be deposited with
24 the state treasurer, whose duty it shall be to have
25 custody thereof and to retain the same in his pos-
-26 session according to the conditions prescribed by the
27 order of said department accepting the same as
28 security; and the said treasurer shall retain possession
29 of said security until such time as he may be directed
30 by said department as to the mode and manner of
31 his disposition of the same; and said department shall
32 make and publish rules and regulations governing the
33 mode and manner of making application, and the
34 nature and extent of the proof required to justify such
35 findings of facts by said department, so as to permit
36 such elections by such employers to self-insure, which
37 rules and regulations shall be general in their appli-
-38 cation; one of which rules shall provide that all
39 employers electing directly to compensate their in-
-40 jured employees, as herein provided, shall pay into
41 the state insurance fund such amount or amounts as
42 the department may estimate are required for ex-

-43 penses referred to in section twenty-four. The de-
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44 partment may at any time change or modify its finds
45 of fact herein provided for, if in its judgment such
46 action is necessary or desirable to secure or to assure
47 a strict compliance with all the provisions of law in
48 reference to the payment of compensation and the
49 furnishing of medical, nursing and hospital services,
50 artificial appliances and medicines, and funeral ex-
51 penses to injured employe

1 Section 16. This act shall not affect valid con-
-2 tracts of insurance (existing as of the effective date
3 of this act) providing for the payment of benefits to
4 employees entitled thereto under chapter one hundred
5 and fifty-two of the General Laws as amended, if such
6 contracts be for a term not later than one year and one
7 month after the effective date of this act. The rights
8 of employees under such contracts and employers
9 parties thereto shall be determined in accordance with

10 said chapter one hundred and fifty-two of the General
11 Laws as amended.

1 Section 17. Immediately upon the passage of
2 this act the rates then in effect which had been ap-
-3 proved by the insurance commissioner shall continue
4 in force until said department shall deem fit, under
5 this act, to change or revise the same.

is reasonably possible after
t, the department shall send

1 Section 18. As soon
2 the effective date of this s
3 to all known employers
4 state fund, a bill for prer

electing to subscribe to the
aiums for that portion of the

5 next ensuing year expiring on the first bill date there-
6 after, based upon the determination of the board, of
7 the amount of subscription due under this act, which
8 bill shall be due and payable to the state treasurer
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9 custodian of the said fund, not later than thirty days
10 thereafter. Thereafter, on the first days of April,
11 July, October and January, known as the bill dates,
12 the department shall send bills for premiums for the
13 next ensuing quarter to all such employers, excepting
14 such employers as have obtained authorization from
15 the department to pay compensation direct under the
16 provisions of this act, as is hereinafter provided, which
17 bill shall be due and payable to the state treasurer, as

18 custodian of the said fund, on the last day of the month
19 rendered. If any employer fails to pay such premium
20 when due, it shall be collected in an action of contract
21 instituted by the attorney general. Any judgment
22 obtained in such action shall have the same preference
23 against the assets of the judgment debtor as is now or

24 may hereafter be allowed by law on a judgment
25 rendered for claims for taxes due the commonwealth.
26 A duplicate of each bill sent under this section to an

27 employer shall be sent to the treasurer of this com-

28 monwealth.

1 Section 19. The amount of premiums due from

2 a subscriber shall be determined by the department
3 by applying to the estimated pay rolls of such sub-
-4 scriber the proper rate. There shall be a mathematical
5 adjustment of premiums for or against any employer
6 whose pay roll is different from that estimated, based
7 upon such increase or diminution of pay roll.

1 Section 20. Any employer who ceases to be a

2 subscribing employer shall be entitled to a pro rata

3 refund of unearned premium.

1 Section 21. One year after this act becomes effec-

-2 tive, or earlier, and annually thereafter, or sooner, f
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3 revision of rates shall be made in accordance with the
4 experience of the department in the administration
5 of the law as shown by the accounts kept as herein
6 provided; and said department shall adopt rules
7 governing said rate revisions, the object of which shall
8 be to make an equitable distribution of losses among
9 the several classes of occupations or industries, which

10 rules shall be general in their application.

1 Section 22. It shall be the duty of the depart-
-2 ment, in the exercise of the powers and discretion con-

3 ferred upon it by this act, ultimately to fix and main-
4 tain for each class of occupation or industry the lowest
5 possible rates of premium consistent with the main-
-6 tenance of a solvent state insurance fund, and the
7 creation and maintenance of a reasonable surplus, after
8 the payment of legitimate claims for injury and death
9 that it may authorize to be paid from the state insur-

10 ance fund for the benefit of injured employees and the
11 dependents of deceased employees; and in order that
12 said object may be accomplished, said department
13 shall observe the following requirements in classifying
14 occupations or industries and in fixing the rates of
15 premium for the risks of the same:
16 (a) It shall keep an accurate account of the money
17 paid in premiums by each of the several classes of
18 occupations or industries, and the losses on account
19 of injuries and death of employees therein, and it shall

20 also keep an account of the money received from each
21 individual employer and the amount of losses incurred
22 against the state insurance fund on account of injuries
23 and death of the employee of such employer.
24 (6) So much of the money paid into such fund shall
25 be set aside for the creation of a surplus as the depart-
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26 ment shall deem necessary to guarantee a solvent state
27 insurance fund.
28 (c) The department shall have the power to apply
29 that form of rating system which, in its judgment, is
30 best calculated to merit or individually rate the risk
31 most equitably, predicated upon the basis of its indus-
-32 trial accident experience, and to encourage and stimu-
-33 late accident prevention; it shall develop fixed and
34 equitable rules controlling same.

1 Section 23. Every employer, firm or corporation
2 who is authorized by the department to carry his own
3 insurance shall contribute to the state insurance fund
4 such amounts as may be reasonably fixed by the de-
-5 partment as its expense, caused by the administration
6 of this act in determining the rights of employees of
7 such self-insurer.

1 Section 24. The department shall adopt rules
2 and regulations with respect to the collections, main-
-3 tenance and disbursement of the state insurance fund,
4 one of which rules shall provide that in the event there
5 is developed as of any given rate revision date a surplus
6 of earned premiums over all losses which, in the judg-
-7 ment of the department, is larger than is necessary
8 adequately to safeguard the solvency of the fund, the
9 department may revert such excess surplus to the

10 subscriber to the fund in either the form of cash refund
11 or credit premium. Another of which rules shall pro-
-12 vide that in event the amount of premiums collected
13 from any employer for the period of six months is
14 calculated by using the estimated expenditure of wages
15 for the period of time covered by such premium pay-
-16 ments as a basis, that an adjustment ofIhe amount of
17 such premiums shall be made at the end of six months’
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18 period, and the actual amount of such premiums shall
19 be determined in accordance with the amount of the
20 actual expenditure of wages for said period; and in the
21 event such wage expenditure for said period is less than
22 the amount on which such estimated premium was
23 collected, then such employer shall be entitled to
24 receive a refund from the state insurance fund of the
25 difference between the amount so paid by him and the
26 amount so found to be actually due, or to have the
27 amount of such difference credited on succeeding pre-
-28 mium payments, at his option; and should such actual
29 premium, when ascertained as aforesaid, exceed in
30 amount the premium so paid by such employer at the
31 beginning of such six months’ period, such employer
32 shall immediately, upon being advised of the true
33 amount of such premiums due, forthwith pay to the
34 treasurer of the state an amount equal to the difference
35 between- the amount actually found to be due and the
36 amount paid by him at the beginning ofsaid six months’
37 period.

1 Section 25. The state treasurer shall be the cus-
-2 todian of the state fund, and all disbursements from
3 said fund shall be paid by him upon vouchers author-
-4 ized by the department and signed by any four mem-
-5 bers thereof, from moneys on deposit to the credit of
6 the said state fund; or such vouchers may bear the
7 facsimile signature of the members of said department
8 printed thereon, and the signature of the deputy or
9 other employee of such department charged with the

10 duty of keeping the account of the state insurance
11 fund and with the preparation of vouchers for the
12 payment of compensation to injured employees and
13 to the dependents of deceased employees.
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1 Section 26. The state treasurer is hereby author-
-2 ized to deposit any portion of the state fund not needed
3 for immediate use in the same manner and subject to
4 all the provisions of law with respect to the deposit of
5 state funds by such treasurer, and all interest earned
6 by such portions of the state fund as may be deposited
7 by the state treasurer pursuant to the authority herein
8 given shall be collected by him and placed to the credit
9 of said fund.

1 Section 27. The state treasurer shall give a sepa-
-2 rate and additional bond in such amount as may be
3 fixed by the governor and council, with sureties to their
4 approval, conditioned upon the faithful performance
5 of his duties as custodian of the state insurance fund.

1 Section 28. In February of each year, and at
2 such other times as the department may require, the
3 state treasurer shall certify to the department the
4 amount of money that has been paid to him for credit
5 to the state insurance fund, and at the same time shall
6 certify to the department the names of such as may
7 have made default in the payments hereinbefore pro-
-8 vided and the respective amounts for which they are
9 in default. When any default is made in the payments

10 of the sum hereinbefore required to be contributed to
11 the state insurance fund, or when any one fails, neglects
12 or refuses to perform any act or acts required to be
13 performed by him with reference to the making of such
14 payment, it shall be the duty of the department forth-
-15 with to cause to be instituted the proper proceedings
16 forthwith to compel such payment or payments to be
17 made or such acts to be done.
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1 Section 29. No agreement of the parties with
2 reference to any compensation payable or relief pro-
-3 vided for in this act shall be valid without the approval
4 of the department. No agreement by any employee to
5 waive his rights to compensation shall be valid.

1 Section 30. Upon receipt of a notice of injury, the
2 department shall cause an investigation to be made
3 of the circumstances of such injury, and shall deter-
-4 mine in the first instance by hearing whether such
5 employee be entitled to compensation, and if so, in
6 what amount. Notice of such hearing and opportunity
7 to attend and be heard shall be afforded the employee
8 and employer.

1 Section 31. Said hearing shall be conducted by a
2 member of said department, who shall make such
3 inquiries and investigations as shall be deemed neces-
-4 sary. The hearing shall be held by a member of such
5 department in the city or town wThere the accident
6 occurred, or in such other place as the department
7 may designate; and the decision of the member,
8 together with a statement of the evidence, his findings
9 of fact, ruling of law and other matters pertinent to

10 questions arising before him shall be filed with the
11 department. Unless a claim for review is filed by one
12 of the parties within seven days, the decision shall be
13 final upon all matters and shall be enforceable.

1 Section 32. If a claim for a review is filed, the
2 reviewing board shall hear the parties and may hear
3 evidence in regard to pertinent matters, and may
4 revise the decision in whole or in part, or may refer
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5 the matter back to the member (or to another member)
6 for further findings of fact, and shall file its decision
7 with the records of the proceedings and notify the
8 parties. No party shall as of right be entitled to a
9 second hearing upon questions of fact.

1 Section 33. Questions as to a weekly payment
2 may be heard and decided by the reviewing board, or
3 any member of the department, and the reviewing
4 board or such member may, in accordance with the
5 evidence and subject to this chapter, issue any order
6 deemed advisable. If the case is heard and decided
7 by a member, his decision may be reviewed under
8 sections thirty-four and thirty-five if claim for review
9 is filed by either party within seven days.

1 Section 34. Fees of attorneys and physicians
2 and charges of hospitals for services under this chapter
3 shall be subject to the approval of the department.
4 If the employer and any physician or hospital, or the
5 employee and any attorney, fail to agree as to the
6 amount to be paid for such services, either party may
7 notify the department, wThich may thereupon assign
8 the case for hearing by a member thereof. The mem-
-9 ber shall report the facts to the department for decision

10 and the decision shall be enforceable under section
11 eleven, chapter one hundred and fifty-two.

1 Section 35. If the reviewing board, any member
2 of the department or any court before which proceed-
-3 ings under this chapter are brought determines that
4 such proceedings have been brought, prosecuted or
5 defended without reasonable ground, the w-hole cost
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6 of the proceedings shall be assessed upon the party
7 who has so brought, prosecuted or defended them.

1 Section 36. Where the injury for which eompensa-
-2 tion is payable is caused under circumstances creating
3 legal liability in some person other than the employer
4 to pay damages in respect thereof, the employees may
5 receive compensation under this act and proceed at
6 law against such person so responsible for damages,
7 and the department may do so in his name, but out
8 of the proceeds recoverable by settlement or suit upon
9 claim for damages there shall first be paid to the state

10 fund so much as is necessary to reimburse it for pay-
-11 ments made by way of compensation to such employee
12 and expenses, and the excess, if there be any, shall be
13 paid to the employee.

1 Section 37. Every subscriber and self-insurer
2 shall hereafter keep a record of all injuries, fatal or
3 otherwise, received by his employees in the course of
4 their employment. Within forty-eight hours, not
5 counting Sundays and legal holidays, after the occur-
-6 rence of an injury, a written report thereof shall be
7 made to the department on blanks to be procured from
8 it. Upon the termination of the disability of the
9 injured employee, the employer shall make a supple-

-10 mental report upon blanks to be procured from it.
11 If the disability extends beyond a period of sixty days
12 the employer shall report to the department at the
13 end of such period that the injured employee is still
14 disabled, and upon the termination of the disability
15 shall file a final supplemental report as provided above.
16 The said reports shall contain the name and nature of
17 the business of the employer, the situation of the
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18 establishment, the name, age, sex and occupation of
19 the injured employee, and shall state the date and
20 hour of any accident causing the injury, the nature
21 and cause of the injury, and other information required
22 by the department.
23 Subscribers or self-insurers refusing or neglecting to
24 make the report required by this section shall be
25 punished by a fine of not more than one hundred
26 dollars.
27 Copies of reports of injuries filed hereunder with the
28 department and statistics and data compiled therefrom
29 shall be kept available by it, and shall be furnished on
30 request to the department of labor and industries for
31 its own use.
32 Within sixty days after the termination of the dis-
-33 ability of the injured emplojme, self-insurer shall file
34 with the department a statement showing the total
35 payments made or to be made for compensation and
36 for medical services for such injured employee.

1 Section 38. Copies of hospital records kept in
2 accordance with section seventy of chapter one hun-
-3 dred and eleven of the General Laws, certified by the
4 persons in custody thereof to be true and complete,
5 shall be admissible in evidence in proceedings before
6 the department or any member thereof. The depart-
-7 ment or any member, before admitting any such copy,
8 in evidence, may require the party offering the same
9 to produce the original record.

1 Section 39. Each employer paying the premiums
2 provided by this act into the state fund, or electing
3 directly to pay compensation to his injured employees,
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4 as provided herein, shall post in conspicuous places
5 about his place of employment typewritten or printed
6 notices stating the fact that he has made such pay-
-7 ment, or that he has complied with the said act and
8 all of the rules and regulations of the department made
9 in pursuance thereof, and has been authorized by said

10 department directly to compensate such said em-
-11 ployees, as the case may be, and the same when so
12 posted constitutes sufficient notice to his employees
13 of the fact that he has made such payment or that he
14 has complied with such elective provision of this act.

1 Section 40. Every subscriber and self-insurer
2 shall give written or printed notice to every person
3 with whom he is about to enter into a contract of hire
4 that he has provided for payment to injured employees
5 from the state fund or directly. An employer ceasing
6 to be a subscriber or self-insurer, shall, on or before
7 the day on which his such status expires, give written
8 or printed notice thereof to all persons under contract
9 with him. He shall file a copy of said notice with the

10 department. The notices required may be given in
11 such manner as may be approved by the department.
12 For culpable failure to give any of such notices, the
13 offending subscriber or self-insurer shall be liable to a
14 fine not in excess of five hundred dollars.

1 Section 41. If an employee of a subscriber or
2 self-insurer accepts payment from the state fund or a
3 self-insurer on account of personal injury, such action
4 shall constitute a release to the subscriber or self-
-5 insurer of all claims or demands at law, if any, arising
6 from the injury.
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1 Section 42. An employee of a subscriber or self-
-2 insurer shall be held to have waived his right of action
3 at common law or under the law of any other jurisdic-
4. tion inrespect to an injury therein occurring to recover
5 damages for personal injuries if he shall not have given
6 his such employer, at the time of his contract of hire,
7 written notice that he claimed such right, or, if the
8 contract of hire was made before the employer became
9 such subscriber or self-insurer, if the employee shall

10 not have given the said notice within thirty days of
11 notice of such subscription or self-insurance. An
12 employee who has given notice to his such employer
13 that he claimed his right of action at common law may
14 waive such claim by a written notice, which shall take
15 effect five days after it is delivered to the employer
16 or his agent. The notices required by this section
17 shall be given in such manner as the department may
18 approve.

1 Section 43. If the employee is injured by reason
2 of the serious and willful misconduct of a subscriber
3 or self-insurer, or of any person intrusted with and
4 exercising the powers of superintendence for such
5 subscriber or self-insurer, the amounts of compensation
6 provided for in this act shall be doubled. In such
7 case the employer shall forthwith, upon final deter-
-8 mination of the claim, pay to the state fund the amount
9 of extra compensation required to be paid to the

10 employee, whereupon said employee shall be paid such
11 extra compensation. If claim is made under this
12 section, the subscriber or self-insurer may appear and
13 defend against this claim only.

1 Section 44. An employee shall be entitled to
2 receive compensation in accordance with the terms of
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3 this act from the date of disability, provided such
4 disability exceeds twenty-eight days; otherwise com-

-5 pensation shall be allowed after the first three days,
6 except the disbursements hereinafter authorized for
7 medical, artificial appliances, nursing and funeral
8 expenses may in any event be allowed.

1 Section 45. Every employee of a subscriber who
2 receives a personal injury arising out of and in the
3 course of his employment, wheresoever such injury
4 has occurred, provided the same was not purposely
5 self-inflicted, on or after the effective date of this law
6 shall be paid such compensation out of the state fund
7 as is provided herein, and shall be entitled to receive
8 such medical, nursing and hospital service, artificial
9 appliances and medicines, and such amount of funeral

10 expenses as are payable by the terms of this act. This
11 provision shall not apply to an employee who has
12 given notice that he insists upon his common law
13 rights, as provided in this act. Every employee of a
14 self-insurer shall be entitled upon such injury to the
15 same benefits, to be paid or furnished by such self-
-16 insurer.

1 Section 46. An injury or death shall be deemed
2 to have been “purposely self-inflicted,” as those words
3 are used in this act, when in fact it is so inflicted or
4 when serious and willful misconduct of the employee
5 has directly caused the same.

1 Section 47. (1) In all cases where death results
2 from the injury wherein the deceased left a widow
3 with children who were dependent upon his earnings
4 for support, the following compensation shall be paid:
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5 to the widow, so long as she remains unmarried,
6 twenty-seven dollars a week if and so long as there are
7 more than two. children of the deceased who are under
8 the age of eighteen, or over said age and physically
9 or mentally incapacitated from earning; twenty-five

10 dollars a week if and so long as there are two such
11 children; twenty-three dollars a week if and so long as
12 there is one such child; and twenty-one dollars a week
13 if and so long as there is no child; and if the widow
14 dies, to such children, equal shares, twenty-seven
15 dollars a week if and so long as there are three or more
16 such children; twenty-five dollars a week if and so
17 long as there are two such children; and twenty-one
18 dollars a week if and so long as there is one such child;
19 but if such widow remarries, the aforesaid payments
20 to her shall terminate, and the balance of compensa-
-21 tion shall be paid to the children each week, if and so
22 long as there are more than three, his or her propor-
-23 tionate share of twenty-seven dollars, and each of said
24 children, if and so long as there are less than three,
25 shall be paid nine dollars each week.
26 The period covered by the payments provided for
27 by the foregoing provisions of this section shall not
28 be longer than eight years.
29 When weekly payments have been made to an
30 injured employee before his death, the compensation
31 under the foregoing provisions of this section shall
32 begin from the date of the last of said payments, but
33 shall not continue more than eight years from the date
34 of the injury. The total of such payments shall not
35 exceed seven thousand five hundred dollars.
36 (2) If there are one or more wholly dependent
37 persons at the time of the death (other than as pro-
-38 vided in sub-paragraph four of this section) the pay-
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39 ment to such person or persons shall be sixty-six and
40 two thirds per cent of the average weekly wages, not
41 to exceed twenty-one dollars per week in any case, and
42 to continue for the remainder of the period between
43 the date of the death and eight years after the date
44 of the injury, and not to amount to more than a maxi-
-45 mum of seven thousand dollars, nor less than a mini-
-46 mum of two thousand dollars.
47 If there were partially dependent persons at the
48 time of the death the payment to such persons shall
49 be sixty-six and two thirds per cent of the average
50 weekly wages, not to exceed twenty-one dollars per
51 week in any case, and to continue for all or such portion
52 of the period of eight years after the date of the injury
53 as the department in each case may determine, and not
54 to amount to more than a maximum of seven thousand
55 dollars.
56 (3) In cases in which compensation on account of
57 the injury has been continuous to the time of the death
58 of the injured person, and the death is the result of
59 such original injury, compensation shall be paid for
60 such death whenever it occurs, deducting from the
61 final award therefor the total amount theretofore paid
62 on account of total or partial disability on account of
63 such injury.

1 Section 48. The following persons shall be pre-
-2 sumed to be wholly dependent for support upon a
3 deceased employee:
4 (a) A wife upon a husband with whom she lives at
5 the time of his death, or from whom at the time of his
6 death the department shall find the wife was living
7 apart for justifiable cause or because he had deserted
8 her.
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9 (5) A husband upon a wife with whom he lives at
10 the time of her death.
11 (c) A child or children under the age of eighteen
12 years, or over said age if physically or mentally inca-
-13 pacitated from earning, upon the parent with whom
14 he or she is living at the time of the death of such
15 parent, or upon a parent who was at the time of his
16 death legally bound to support or under a court order
17 to contribute toward the support of such child or
18 children, although living apart from such child or
19 children.
20 (d) A parent upon an unmarried child under the
21 age of twenty-one years, provided that such child was
22 living with the parent at the time of the injury resulting
23 in death.
24 In all other cases, the question of dependency, in
25 whole or in part, shall be determined in accordance
26 with the facts in each particular case existing at the
27 time of the injury resulting in the death of such em-
-28 ployee; but no person shall be considered as dependent
29 unless a member of the family of the deceased em-

-30 ployee, or bearing to him the relation of husband or

31 widow, lineal descendant, ancestor, or brother or

32 sister. The word “child” as used in this act shall
33 include a posthumous child and a child legally adopted
34 prior to the injury.

1 Section 49. In addition to the compensation
2 provided herein, the department shall authorize and
3 order the disbursement and payment from the state
4 insurance fund of such amounts for medical, nursing

5 and hospital services rendered to an employee and
6 medicine furnished him as it may deem proper; and
7 in case death ensues from the injuryreasonable funeral
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8 expenses shall be disbursed and paid from the fund
9 in an amount not to exceed the sum of two hundred

10 dollars; and such department shall have full power to
11 adopt rules and regulations with respect to furnishing
12 medical, nursing and hospital service, artificial appli-
-13 ances and medicine to injured employees entitled
14 thereto, and for the payment therefor.

1 Sectlon 50. In case of temporary disability, such
2 injured employee shall receive sixty-six and two thirds
3 per cent of his or her average weekly wages so long as
4 such disability is total, not to exceed a maximum of
5 twenty-one dollars per week, and not less than a
6 minimum of ten dollars per week, unless the em-
-7 ployee’s wages shall be less than ten dollars per week,
8 in which event he or she shall receive compensation
9 equal to his or her full wages; but in no case to con-

-10 tinue for more than eight years from the date of the
11 injury, nor to exceed seven thousand dollars.

1 Section 51. In case of injury resulting in partial
2 disability, such injured employee shall receive sixty-six
3 and two thirds per cent of his or her average weekly
4 wages so long as such disability is partial, not to exceed
5 a maximum of twenty-one dollars per week, nor a
6 greater sum in the aggregate than seven thousand
7 dollars, and such compensation shall be in addition
8 to the compensation allowed to the claimant for the
9 period of temporary total disability resulting from

10 such injury.

1 Section 52. In cases included in the following
2 schedule, the disability in each case shall be deemed
3 to continue for the period specified, and the compen-
-4 sation so paid for such injury shall be as specified
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5 herein, and shall be in addition to the compensation
6 allowed to the claimant for the period of temporary
7 total disability resulting from such injury, to wit:
8 For the loss of a thumb, sixty-six and two thirds
9 per cent of the average weekly wages during seventy-

-10 five weeks.
11 For the loss of a first finger, commonly called index
12 finger, sixty-six and two thirds per cent of the average
13 weekly wages during forty-five weeks.
14 For the loss of a second finger, sixty-six and two
15 thirds per cent of the average weekly wages during
16 forty weeks.
17 For the loss of a third finger, sixty-six and two
18 thirds per cent of the average weekly wages during
19 twenty-five week
20 For the loss of a fourth finger, commonly known
21 the little finger, sixty-six and two thirds per cent of
22 the average weekly wages during twenty weeks
23 The loss of the second, or distal, phalanx of the
24 thumb shall be considered to be equal to the loss of
25 one half of such thumb; the loss of more than one
26 half of such thumb shall be considered to be equal to
27 the loss of the whole thumb.
28 The loss of the third, or distal, phalanx of any finger
29 shall be considered to be equal to the loss of one third
30 of such finger.
31 The loss of the middle, or second, phalanx of any
32 finger shall be considered to be equal to the loss of
33 two thirds of such finger.
34 The loss of more than the middle and distal phalan-
35 ges of any finger shall be considered to be equal to
36 the loss of the whole finger; provided, however, that
37 in no case will the amount received for more than one
38 finger exceed the amount provided in this schedule for
39 the loss of a hand.
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40 For the loss of the metacarpal bone (bones of palm)
41 for the corresponding thumb, finger or fingers as above,
42 add ten weeks to the number of weeks as above.
43 For ankylosis (total stiffness of) or contracture (due
44 to scars or injuries) which makes any of the fingers,
45 thumbs, or parts of either more than useless, the same
46 number of weeks apply to such members or parts
47 thereof as given above.
48 For the loss of a hand, sixty-six and two thirds per
49 cent of the average weekly wages during two hundred
50 weeks.
51 For the loss of an arm, sixty-six and two thirds per
52 cent of the average weekly wages during two hundred
53 and fifty weeks.
54 For the loss of a great toe, sixty-six and two thirds
55 per cent of the average weekly wages during forty
56 weeks.
57 For the loss of one of the toes, other than the great
58 toe, sixty-six and two thirds per cent of the average
59 weekly wages during fifteen weeks.
60 The loss of more than two thirds of any toe shall be
61 considered to be equal to the loss of the whole toe.
62 The loss of less than two thirds of any toe shall be
63 considered to be no less.
64 For the loss of a foot, sixty-six and two thirds per
65 cent of the average weekly wages during one hundred
66 and sixty weeks.
67 For the loss of a leg, sixty-six and two thirds per
68 cent of the average weekly wages during two hundred
69 and twenty-five weeks.
70 For the loss of an eye, sixty-six and two thirds per
71 cent of the average weekly wages during one hundred
72 and fifty weeks.
73 For the permanent partial loss of sight of an eye,
74 sixty-six and two thirds per cent of the average weekly
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75 wages for such portion of one hundred and fifty weeks
76 as the department of industrial accidents may in each
77 case determine, based upon the percentage of vision
78 actually lost as a result of the casualty, but in no case
79 shall an award of compensation be made for less than
80 a twenty-five per cent loss of vision.

1 Section 53. If an employee who had previously
2 incurred permanent partial disability through the
3 loss of one hand, one foot, one leg, one arm or one eye
4 incurs permanent total disability through the loss of
5 another member or organ, he or she shall be paid, in
6 addition to the compensation for permanent partial
7 disability provided in this section, and after the cessa-
-8 tion of the payments for the prescribed period of
9 weeks, special compensation for the remainder of his

10 or her life, to the amount of sixty-six and two thirds
11 per centum of the average weekly wages earned by
12 him at the time the total permanent disability was
13 incurred. Such additional compensation shall be paid
14 out of the funds in possession of the department.
15 The amounts specified in this clause are all subject
16 to the limitation as to the maximum weekly amount
17 payable as hereinbefore specified in this section.

1 Section 54. No savings or insurance of the in-
-2 jured employee independent of this chapter shall be
3 considered in determining the compensation payable
4 thereunder, nor shall benefits derived from any other
5 source than the insurer be considered in such deter-
-6 mination.

1 Section 55. The benefits in case of death shall be
2 paid to such one or more of the dependents of the
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3 decedent, for the benefit of all the dependents, as may
4be determined by the department. Payment to a
5 dependent subsequent in right may be made if the
6 department deem it proper, and shall operate to dis-
-7 charge all other claims therefor. The dependents, or
8 person to whom benefits are paid, shall apply the same
9 to the use of the several beneficiaries thereof according

10 to their respective claims upon the decedent for sup-
-11 port, in compliance with the finding and direction of
12 the department.
13 In all cases of death where the dependents are a
14 widow and one or more children, it shall be sufficient
15 for the widow to make application to the department
16 on behalf of herself and children; and in cases where
17 all the dependents are children, the application shall
18 be made by the guardian or next friend of such
19 dependents.
20 In all cases of death from causes other than the
21 injury for which award had heretofore been made on
22 account of temporary or permanent, partial or total
23 disability, in which there remains an unpaid balance,
24 representing payments accrued and due decedent at
25 the time of his or her death, the department may, after
26 satisfactory proof has been made warranting such
27 action, award or pay any unpaid balance of such award
28 in whole or in part to the dependents of the decedent,
29 or for services rendered on account of the last illness
30 or death of such decedent, as the department shall
31 determine in accordance with the circumstances in
32 each such case.

1 Section 56. Upon giving by an employee or an
2 employer to the department of notice that the em-
-3 ployee has sustained an injury, his right to compensa-
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4 tion shall arise without further claim on his part, and
5 without necessity of filing a formal claim therefor;
6 provided, that no right to compensation shall exist
7 unless notice of an injury be given to the department
8 within two years of its occurrence, if the employer be
9 a subscriber. If the employer be ignorant of the occur-

-10 rence of the injury, the employee or his representative
11 shall give him notice thereof within two years of its
12 occurrence. No notice is required to be given by an
13 employee to an employer who has knowledge of the
14 occurrence or sustaining of an injury within two years
15 of such occurrence. Any form of written communica-
-16 tion signed by or in behalf of the employee stating in
17 ordinary language the time, place and cause of the
18 injury shall be considered a sufficient notice.

1 Section 57. An employee who has received an
2 injury shall submit himself for examination by a
3 physician if the department so directs.

1 Section 58. Compensation before payment shall
2 be exempt from all claims of creditors and from any
3 attachment or execution, and shall be paid only to
4 such employees or their dependents, except when
5 otherwise ordered by the department.

1 Section 59. Whenever any weekly payment has
2 been continued for not less than six months, the
3 liability therefor may, in unusual cases where the
4 parties agree and the department deems it to be for
5 the best interests of the employee or his dependents,
6 be redeemed by the payment, in whole or in part, by
7 the employer of a lump sum, to be fixed by the depart-
-8 ment, not exceeding the amount provided by this
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9 chapter. The department may at any time, in case
10 of a minor who has received permanently disabling
11 injuries, either partial or total, provide that he be
12 compensated, in whole or in part, by the payment of a
13 lump sum, of an amount to be fixed by the department,
14 not exceeding the amount provided by this act.

1 Section 60. Whenever any question involving
2 the compensation of an injured employee or his de-
-3 pendents is appealed to the supreme judicial court,
4 and the decision is in favor of the employee or his
5 dependents, interest to the date of payment shall be
6 paid by the party responsible on all sums due as com-
-7 pensation to such employee or dependents.

1 Section 61. If the injured employee was of such
2 age and experience when injured that under natural
3 conditions his or her wages would be expected to
4 increase, that fact shall be considered in arriving at
5 his or her average weekly wage, if he be entitled to
6 compensation.

1 Section 62. The commonwealth and any county,
2 city, town or district having the power of taxation,
3 may elect to become a subscriber to the state fund or a
4 self-insurer as provided in this act.

1 Section 63. A laborer, workman or mechanic
2 entering the service of such commonwealth, county,
3 city, town or district, who would, if injured, have a
4 right of action against such commonwealth, county,
5 city, town or district by law, may claim or waive his
6 right of action as provided in this act and shall be
7 deemed to have waived such right of action unless he
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8 claims it. The benefits of this act shall apply to all
9 laborers, mechanics and workmen in the service of the

10 commonwealth or of such county, city, town or district
11 under any employment or contract or hire, express
12 or implied, oral or written, including those employed
13 in work done in performance of governmental duties,
14 as well as those employed in municipal enterprises
15 conducted for gain or profit. For the purposes of this
16 act, all laborers, workmen and mechanics paid by the
17 commonwealth, but serving under boards and commis-
-18 sions exercising powers within defined districts, shall
19 be deemed to be in service of the commonwealth.

1 Section 64. Chapter one hundred and fifty-three
2 and sections four and seven to ten, inclusive, of chapter
3 two hundred and twenty-nine shall not apply to em-
-4 ployees of subscribers or self-insurers under this act,
5 nor to laborers, workmen or mechanics employed by
6 the commonwealth or any county, city, town or dis-
-7 trict which has elected to become a subscriber or self-
-8 insurer under this act.

1 Section 65. Any person entitled to receive com-
-2 pensation under this act from the commonwealth, or
3 from any county, city, town or district, who is also
4 entitled to a pension by reason of the same injury,
5 shall elect whether he shall receive such compensation
6 or such pension, and shall not receive both.
7 If a person entitled to such compensation from the
8 commonwealth or from such county, city, town or

9 district, receives by special act a pension for the same
10 injury, he shall forfeit all claims for compensation:
11 and any compensation received by him or paid by the
12 commonwealth, or by such county, city, town or dis-
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13 tnct which employs him, for medical or hospital
services rendered to him, may be recovered back in an

15 action at law and no further payment shall be awarded
16 by vote or otherwise to any such person who has
17 claimed and received compensation under this act.

1 Section 66. Chapter one hundred and fifty-tw<
2 of the General Laws is hereby repealed with the exeep
3 tion of sections five, eleven and seventeen. All othei
4 laws and parts of laws in conflict or inconsistent with
5 this act are also repealed.








