
No. 523

By Mr. Burgess of Quincy, petition of Henry F. Long, Com-

missioner of Corporations and Taxation, relative to the duties of
treasurers of cities and towns in connection with the sale of lands
of low value held under tax titles. Taxation.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-One.

An Act relative to the Sale of Lands of Low Value
Held by City or Town under Tax Titles.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section seventy-nine of chapter sixty
2 of the General Laws as last amended by chapter two
3 hundred and forty-one of the acts of nineteen hun-
-4 dred and twenty-five is hereby further amended by
5 striking out in the fourth, eleventh, seventeenth,
6 twentieth and twenty-fourth lines the word “col-
-7 lector ” where it appears and inserting in place
8 thereof the word: treasurer, —so that said sec-
-9 tion will read as follows: —Section 79. After two

10 years from the taking or purchase by a town of any
11 lands for non-payment of taxes, the commissioner
12 may, and on written application of its treasurer
13 shall, inquire into the value of such lands. If the
14 commissioner is of opinion that such lands are of
15 insufficient value to meet the taxes, interest and
16 charges, and all subsequent taxes and assessments
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17 thereon, together with the expenses of a foreclosure
18 under section sixty-nine, he shall make affidavit of
19 such finding, which shall be recorded in the registry
20 of deeds for the district where the town is situated.
21 Upon the recording thereof the treasurer may sell
22 all the parcels included therein, severally or to-
-23 gether, at public auction to the highest bidder, first
24 giving notice of the time and place of sale by post-
-25 ing a notice of the sale in some convenient and pub-
-26 lie place in the town fourteen days at least before
27 the sale. If the sale under this section shall not be
28 made within four years from said taking or purchase,
29 it shall be made by the treasurer for the time being
30 when he deems best, or at once upon service on him
31 of a written demand by any person interested
32 therein. The treasurer shall execute and deliver to
33 the highest bidder a deed, without covenant except
34 that the sale has in all particulars been conducted
35 according to law. Title taken pursuant to a sale
36 under this section shall be absolute upon the record-
-37 ing of the deed of the treasurer in the proper regis-
-38 try of deeds within thirty days of its date.
39 If the amount received from the sale is more

40 than the taxes, interest and charges, and subsequent
41 taxes and assessments, on all lands included in the
42 sale, together with the expenses thereof, the balance
43 shall be deposited with the town treasurer to be
44 paid to the person entitled thereto, if demanded
45 within five years, otherwise it shall enure to the
46 town. If such surplus results from the sale of sev-
-47 eral parcels for a lump sum, it shall be held as afore-
-48 said for the several owners in proportion to the
49 prices at which the several parcels were originally
50 taken or purchased by the town.
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1 Section 2. Section eighty of chapter sixty of the
2 General Laws as most recently amended by chapter
3 two hundred and forty-one of the acts of nineteen
4 hundred and twenty-five is hereby further amended
5 by striking out in the third, seventh, ninth and thir-
-6 teenth lines the word “ collector ” and inserting in
7 place thereof the word: treasurer, —so that said
8 section will read as follows: Section 80. If no
9 person bids at such a sale and if the sale has been

10 adjourned one or more times, the treasurer shall then
11 and there make public declaration of the fact, and
12 if no bid is then made he shall give public notice
13 that he purchases for the town by which the tax is
14 assessed; or if the person to whom the land is sold
15 does not within ten days pay to the treasurer the
16 sum bid by him the sale shall be void and the town
17 shall be deemed to be the purchaser of the land. If
18 the town becomes the purchaser hereunder, the
19 treasurer shall execute to it a deed which shall set
20 forth the fact that no bid was made at the sale or
21 that the purchaser failed to pay the amount bid, as
22 the case may be. The title of the town to land con-
-23 veyed by deed of the treasurer under this section
24 shall be absolute upon the recording of said deed in
25 the proper registry of deeds within thirty days of
26 its date.

1 Section 3. This act shall take effect January one
2 of the current year.




