
By Mr. Gilman of Boston, petition of the United Improvement
Association of Boston for legislation providing for compulsory voting
at primaries and elections and providing a penalty for failure to vote.
Election Laws.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-One.

An Act providing for Compulsory Voting at Elections.

1 Chapter fifty-four of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by adding at the end thereof the following
3 new sections:
4 Section 162. Every person who is duly registered
5 and entitled to vote shall attend the polls and cast a
6 ballot at every national, state and municipal election
7 excepting primaries and elections where there is no
8 contest.
9 Section 163. It shall be the duty of the registrar

10 of voters or the election commissioners, or the officers
11 having charge of elections, hereinafter referred to as
12 the election board, in every city and town in the
13 commonwealth at the close of each election to prepare
14 a certified list in duplicate of the names and descrip-
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15 tions of the registered voters in that city or town who
have not voted at the election.16

Section 164. The list so certified shall in all pro-
ceedings be prima facie evidence of the contents
thereof and of the fact that the voters whose names
appear therein did not vote at the election. Within
thirty days after the close of each election said board
of election officers shall mail to each voter whose name
appears on the list prepared in accordance with
sections one hundred and sixty-two and one hundred
and sixty-three a notice that said voter appears to
have failed to vote at the election and calling upon
him to give a valid, truthful and sufficient reason why
he failed so to vote.
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Section 165. Before sending such notice the elec-
tion board shall insert therein a date not less than
twenty-one days after the date of posting said notice,
on which the form attached to the notice, duly filled
out and signed by the voter, is to be in the hands of
the election board.
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Section 166. Every voter to whom a notice under
this section has been sent shall fill up the form at the
foot of the notice by stating in it the true reason why
he failed to so vote, sign the form, and post it so as to
reach the election board not later than the date
inserted in the notice.
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Section 167. If any voter is unable, by reason of
absence from his place of living or physical incapacity,
to fill up, sign, and post the form within the time
allowed under section one hundred and sixty-five any
other voter who has personal knowledge of the facts
may, subject to the regulations, fill up, sign and post
the form, duly witnessed, within that time, and the
filling up, signing, and posting of the form may be
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treated as compliance by the first mentioned voter
with the provisions of section one hundred and sixty-
six.
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Section 168. Upon receipt of the form referred to
in either of the two preceding sections, the election
board shall endorse on both copies of the list prepared
in accordance with section one hundred and sixty-
three, opposite the name of the voter, their opinion
whether or not the reason contained in the form is a
valid and sufficient reason for the failure of the voter
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Section 169. The election board shall also endorse
on both copies of the list, opposite the name of each
voter to whom a notice under section one hundred
and sixty-four has been sent and from or on behalf of
whom a form properly filled up, signed and witnessed
has not been received by them, a note to that effect.
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Section 170. Within two months after the expira-
tion of the period provided under section one hundred
and sixty-five, the election board shall send to the
attorney general of the commonwealth one copy of
the list with their indorsements thereon, duly
certified.
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Section 171. Each copy of the list prepared and
indorsed by the election board indicating:
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74 (a) the names of voters who did not vote at the

election.75
76 (6) the names of voters from whom or on whose

behalf the election board received, within the time
allowed under section one hundred and sixty-five,
forms properly filled up and signed, and
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80 (c) the names of the voters who failed to reply

within the time, and any extract therefrom, certified
by the election board, shall in all proceedings be prima
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facie evidence of the contents of such list or extract,
and of the fact that the voters whose names appear
therein did notvote at the election, and that the notice
specified under section one hundred and sixty-four
was received by those voters and that those voters
did, or did not (as the case may be), comply with the
requisitions contained in the notice within the time
allowed under section one hundred and sixty-five.
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90
Section 172. Every voter who:91

92 (a) fails to vote at an election without a valid and
sufficient reason for such failure; or93

( h ) onreceipt of a notice in accordance with section
one hundred and sixty-four fails to fill up, sign, and
post within the time allowed under section one hun-
dred and sixty-five the form duly witnessed which is
attached to the notice; or
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(c) states in such form a false reason for not having
voted, or, in the case of a voter filling up or purporting
to fill up a form on behalf of any other voter, in pursu-
ance of section one hundred and sixty-seven states in
such form a false reason why that voter did not vote,
shall be guilty of an offence punishable by a fine or
penalty ofnot over ten dollars.
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Section 173. Proceedings for an offence against
this section shall be instituted by the attorney general
of the commonwealth or any official thereto author-
ized in writing by him but such official may accept
settlement by mail or messenger for the amount of
the penalty at any time prior to the issuance of a

summons into court.
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