
HOUSE No. 759
By Mr. Lewis R. Sullivan, Jr,, of Boston, petition of Lewis R.

Sullivan, Jr., for an amendment of the law relative to the issuing of
permits for the removal of human bodies from a city or town. Public
Health.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-One.

An Act relative to the Removal of Human Bodies from
a City or Town.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section forty-five of chapter one hundred and four-
-2 teen of the General Laws, as most recently amended
3 by chapter forty-eight of the acts of nineteen hun-
-4 dred and twenty-seven, is hereby further amended
5 by inserting after the word “certificate” in the
6 twenty-seventh line the following: If such permit
7 for the removal of a human body from a town cannot
8 be obtained early enough for the purpose, the cer-
-9 tificate of death made as above provided and in the

10 possession of the undertaker desiring to make such
11 removal shall constitute a permit for such removal;
12 provided, that such body shall be returned to the
13 town from which it was removed within thirty-six
14 hours after such removal, unless a regular permit for
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15 the removal of such body has been sooner obtained.,
16 —so as to read as follows: Section 45. Except as
17 provided in sections forty-four and forty-six, no un-
-18 dertaker or other person shall bury or otherwise dis-
-19 pose of a human body in the town, or remove therefrom
20 a human body which has not been buried, until he has
21 received a permit from the board of health or its
22 agent appointed to issue such permits, or if there is
23 no such board, from the clerk of the town where the
24 person died; and no undertaker or other person shall
25 exhume a human body and remove it from a town,
26 from one cemetery to another, or from one grave or
27 tomb other than the receiving tomb to another in the
28 same cemetery, until he has received a permit from
29 the board of health or its agent aforesaid or from the
30 clerk of the town where the body is buried. No such
31 permit shall be issued until there shall have been
32 delivered to such board, agent or clerk, as the case
33 may be, a satisfactory written statement containing
34 the facts required by law to be returned and recorded,
35 which shall be accompanied, in case of an original
36 interment, by a satisfactory certificate of the attend-
-37 ing physician, if any, as required by law, or in lieu
38 thereof a certificate as hereinafter provided. If there
39 is no attending physician, or if, for sufficient reasons,
40 his certificate cannot be obtained early enough for
41 the purpose, or is insufficient, a physician who is a

42 member of the board of health, or employed by it
43 or by the selectmen for the purpose, shall upon ap-
-44 plication make the certificate required of the at-
-45 tending physician. If death is caused by violence,
46 the medical examiner shall make such certificate.
47 If such permit for the removal of a human body
48 from a town cannot be obtained early enough for
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49 the purpose, the certificate of death made as above
50 provided and in the possession of the undertaker de-
-51 siring to make such removal shall constitute a permit
52 for such removal; provided, that such body shall be
53 returned to the town from which it was removed
54 within thirty-six hours after such removal, unless a
55 regular permit for the removal of such body has been
56 sooner obtained.
57 If the death certificate contains a recital, as re-
-58 quired by section ten of chapter forty-six, that the
59 deceased served in the army, navy or marine corps
60 of the United States in any war in which it has been
61 engaged, such recital shall appear upon the permit.
62 The board of health or its agent, upon receipt of such
63 statement and certificate, shall forthwith counter-
-64 sign it and transmit it to the clerk of the town for
65 registration. The person to whom the permit is so
66 given and the physician certifying the cause of death
67 shall thereafter furnish for registration any other
68 necessary information which can be obtained as to
69 the deceased, or as to the manner or cause of the
70 death, which the clerk or registrar may require.
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