
HOUSE No. 833
By Mr. Wadsworth of Boston, petition of Alexander Lincoln

for pre-primary conventions for the nomination of candidates for
certain state offices to be voted on at primary elections. Election
Laws.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-One.

An Act providing for Pre-Primary Conventions for the
Nominations of Candidates for Certain State Offices
to be voted on at State Primaries.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Chapter fifty-three of the General
2 Laws is hereby amended by striking out section
3 fifty-four and inserting in place thereof the follow-
-4 ing:
5 Section 5J+. A political party may, upon the call
6 of its state committee, but not earlier than sixty
7 days nor later than thirty days before the last day
8 for filing nomination papers of candidates for of-
-9 fices to be filled at state elections, hold a state con-

-10 vention for the purpose of adopting a platform,
11 electing such number of members at large of the
12 state committee as may be fixed by it, nominating
13 presidential electors and nominating candidates for
14 offices to be voted on by all the voters of the com-
-15 monwealth at the ensuing primary, and for such
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16 other purposes consistent with law as the state com-
-17 mittee or the convention may determine. Such
18 convention shall consist of the delegates elected at
19 caucuses as hereinafter provided, the members of
20 the state committee, the United States senators
21 from Massachusetts who are members of the party,
22 and incumbents of state offices who are members of
23 the party. Every certificate of nomination by a
24 state convention shall state that the nominee has
25 been so nominated and shall include such facts as
26 are required by section eight and the eight word
27 statement mentioned in section forty-five. Such
28 certificate shall be signed and sworn to by the pre-
-29 siding officer and by the secretary of the convention,
30 who shall add to their signatures their residences.
31 The secretary shall, within seventy-two hours suc-
-32 ceeding five o’clock in the afternoon of the day
33 upon which the session of the convention termi-
-34 nated, file such certificate with the state secretary.

1 Section 2. Said chapter fifty-three is hereby
2 further amended by inserting after section fifty-four
3 the following new section:
4 Section SI+A. Delegates to state conventions shall
5 be elected at joint caucuses to be held on the Tues-
-6 day after the first Monday in June of each even
7 numbered year. The nomination of candidates for
8 election at such joint caucuses shall be by nomina-
-9 tion papers, signed by at least five voters of the

10 ward or town. All nomination papers of such can-
-11 didates shall be filed with the state secretary on or
12 before the fifth Tuesday preceding the day of the
13 joint caucuses. If there is a tie vote for delegates
14 to a convention, or a place unfilled in the delegation,
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15 or a vacancy occasioned by inability or neglect of a
16 delegate elected to attend the convention, such va-
-17 cancy shall be filled only by vote of the remaining
18 members of the delegation at a meeting called there-
-19 for. Such meeting shall choose a chairman and a
20 secretary, and the secretary shall notify the sec-
-21 retary of the convention of the action taken relative
22 to the vacancy, except that, if only one delegate or
23 two delegates were to be elected, the delegate or
24 remaining delegate, as the case may be, shall fill the
25 vacancy and notify the secretary of the convention
26 of that action. If a majority of a delegation is not
27 elected, the vacancy shall be filled by the ward or
28 town committee. Certificates of nomination of can-
-29 didates at the joint caucuses shall be filed on or
30 before the second Tuesday after the day of holding
31 the same. All provisions of law applicable to state
32 primaries and nominations of candidates therefor
33 shall, except as herein provided, apply to joint
34 caucuses held under this section and to nominations
35 of candidates therefor.

1 Section 3. Section two of said chapter fifty-
-2 three is hereby amended by inserting after the word
3 “ provide ” in the second line the words: and ex-
-4 cept as provided by section fifty-four, —so as to
5 read as follows: Section 2. Except in the case
6 of municipal nominations where city or town char-
-7 ters otherwise provide and except as provided in
8 section fifty-four, candidates of political parties for
9 all elective offices, except presidential elector, shall

10 be nominated, and members of political committees
11 and delegates to conventions shall be elected, in
12 primaries or caucuses, and the nomination of any
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13 party other than a political party, in any district
14 containing more than one ward or town, shall be
15 made by a convention of delegates chosen by cau-
-16 cuses held under section one hundred and seventeen
17 in the wards and towns of the district for which the
18 nomination is to be made. All nominations and
19 elections in primaries and caucuses shall be by direct
20 plurality vote. No candidate shall be nominated,
21 or political committee or convention delegate elected,
22 in any other manner than is herein provided.

1 Section 4. Section thirty-four of said chapter
2 fifty-three, as amended by section one of chapter
3 three hundred and two of the acts of nineteen hun-
-4 dred and twenty-three and by section one of chap-
-5 ter three hundred and twelve of the acts of nineteen
6 hundred and twenty-five, is hereby further amended
7 by striking out the fourth and fifth paragraphs and
8 inserting in place thereof the following:
9 Against the name of a candidate for an elective

10 office shall be printed the statement contained in
11 the nomination paper placing him in nomination
12 or, if nominated by state convention, a statement
13 that he was so nominated together with the eight
14 word statement mentioned in section forty-five.
15 No names shall be printed on the ballot other than
16 those presented on nomination papers and those
17 nominated by a state convention. Immediately fol-
-18 lowing the names of candidates, blank spaces equal
19 to the number of persons to be chosen shall be pro-

-20 vided for the insertion of other names.

1 Section 5. Section forty-one of said chapter
2 fifty-three is hereby amended by striking out the
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3 comma after the word “ committees ” the first time
4 it occurs in the fourth line and inserting in place
5 thereof the word: and, and by striking out, in
6 the fourth and fifth lines, the words and delegates
7 to state conventions of political parties ”, —so as
8 to read as follows: —Section J+l. Primaries shall
9 be held for the nomination of candidates of political

10 parties for all offices to be filled at a state election,
11 except presidential elector, and for the election of
12 district members of state committees and members
13 of ward and town committees. Sections forty-two
14 to fifty-four, inclusive, shall apply to such primaries.

1 Section 6. Section forty-four of said chapter
2 fifty-three is hereby amended by inserting after the
3 word “papers” in the second line the words:—or
4 by state convention as provided by section fifty-
-5 four, and by striking out, in the seventh line, the
6 words “ and delegates to the state convention ”,

7 so as to read as follows: Section 44- The nomi-
-8 nation of candidates for nomination or election at
9 state primaries shall be by nomination papers or

10 by state convention as provided by section fifty-
-11 four. In the case of offices to be filled by all the
12 voters of the commonwealth such nomination papers
13 shall be signed in the aggregate by at least one
14 thousand voters, not less than two hundred and fifty
15 to be from each of four different counties. Such
16 papers for all other offices to be filled at a state
17 election, and for members of committees shall be
18 signed by a number of voters equal in the aggregate
19 to five voters for each ward or town in the district
20 or county, but in no case shall more than two hun-
-21 dred and fifty be required.
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1 Section 7. Section forty-five of said chapter
2 fifty-three is hereby amended by striking out, in the
3 fifth line, the words “ and delegates to conven-
-4 tions ”, and by striking out, in the fifteenth line,
5 the words “ delegates to the state convention
6 and ”, —so as to read as follows; Section I+s.
7 Every nomination paper shall state, in addition to
8 the name of the candidate, (1) his residence, with
9 street and number thereof, if any, (2) the office for

10 which he is nominated, (3) the political party whose
I! nomination he seeks, and, except for candidates for
12 ward and town committees the paper may state, in
13 not more than eight words, the public offices which
14 he holds or has held, and, if he is an elected incumbent
15 of an office for which he seeks renomination, that
16 he is a candidate for such renomination.
17 Signatures shall be subject to section seven, and
18 every voter may sign as many nomination papers
19 for each office as there are persons to be nominated
20 for or elected thereto, and no more.
21 A nomination paper shall be valid only in respect
22 to a candidate whose written acceptance is thereon.
23 No nomination paper shall contain the name of
24 more than one candidate, except in the case of
25 members of ward and town committees.

1 Section 8. Section fifty-two of said chapter
2 fifty-three is hereby amended by striking out, in
3 the ninth and tenth lines, the words “ delegates to
4 state conventions and ”, —so as to read as fol-
-5 lows: —Section 62. Upon receipt of the records
6 of votes cast at state primaries the city or town
7 clerk shall forthwith canvass the same and within
8 four days after said primary make return of the
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9 votes for candidates for nomination for state offices,
10 and for election as members of the state committee,
11 to the state secretary, who shall forthwith canvass
12 such returns, determine the results thereof, notify
13 the successful candidates, and certify to the state
14 committees the names of the persons nominated
15 for state offices and elected as members of state
16 committees. Said clerks shall determine the results
17 of the vote for members of ward and town com-
-18 mittees, issue proper certificates thereof to the suc-
-19 cessful candidates, and notify the chairmen of the
20 city and town committees of the respective parties.

1 Section 9. Section fifty-three of said chapter
2 fifty-three is hereby amended by striking out all
3 after the word “ made ” in the eighth line down to
4 and including the word “ action ” in the seventeenth
5 line, and also by striking out, in the twentieth
6 line, the words “ a delegation, or of ”, —so as to
7 read as follows: Section 53. In case of a tie
8 vote where the number of persons receiving equal
9 votes exceeds the number of nominations available,

10 there shall be deemed to be a vacancy. If the tie
11 is between candidates for an office to be filled by all
12 the voters of the commonwealth, the vacancy shall
13 be filled by the state committee. If the tie is be-
-14 tween candidates for nomination for any other office,
15 the vacancy shall be filled by the members of the
16 ward and town committees in the district for which
17 the nomination is to be made.
18 If there is a tie for members of a ward or town
19 committee, the members elected shall fill the va-

-20 cancy.

21 If a majority of a ward or town committee is
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22 not elected, the vacancy shall be filled by the per-
-23 sons elected to the ward or town committee.
24 All vacancies caused by ties shall be filled only
25 by the choice of one of the candidates receiving the
26 tie vote.

1 Section 10. Section nine of chapter fifty-two
2 of the General Laws is hereby amended by insert-
-3 ing after the word “ town ” in the fourth line the
4 following new sentence: —Notice of the number
5 of delegates to be elected shall be given by the
6 state committee to the state secretary on or before
7 May first,-—by striking out, in the fifth line, the
8 words “ delegates and ”, and by striking out, in
9 the sixth line, the word “ state,”, —so as to read

10 as follows: Section 9. The state committee shall
11 fix the number of delegates to the state convention,
12 not less than one for each ward or town. City and
13 town committees shall fix the number of members
14 of ward and town committees, not less than three
15 for each ward or town. Notice of the number of
16 delegates to be elected shall be given by the state
17 committee to the state secretary on or before May
18 first. Notice of the number of members of com-
-19 mittees to be elected shall be given by the city or
20 town committee, as the case may be, to the state
21 secretary on or before August first.


