
HOUSE No. 862
By Mr. Goulart of New Bedford, petition of Arthur Goulart

for an amendment of the law relative to the causes for which
divorce may be granted. Legal Affairs.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-One.

An Act relative to the Causes for Divorce.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-

sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Chapter two hundred and eight of
2 the General Laws is hereby amended by striking
3 out section four and inserting in place thereof the
4 following:
5 Section Jf. A divorce shall not, except as pro-
-6 vided in the following section, be decreed if the
7 parties have never lived together as husband and
8 wife in this commonwealth; nor for a cause which
9 occurred in another state or country, unless before

10 such cause occurred, the parties had lived together
11 as husband and wife in this commonwealth, and
12 one of them lived in this commonwealth at the time
13 when the cause occurred.

1 Section 2. Chapter two hundred and eight of
2 the General Laws is hereby amended by striking out
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3 section five and inserting in place thereof the fol-
-4 lowing:
5 Section 5. If the libellant has lived in the com-
-6 monwealth for five years last preceding the filing
7 of the libel, or if the parties were inhabitants of
8 this commonwealth at the time of their marriage
9 and the libellant has lived in this commonwealth

10 for three years last preceding such filing, a divorce
11 may be decreed for any cause allowed by law,
12 whether it occurred in this commonwealth or else-
-13 where, unless it appears that the libellant has re-
-14 moved into this commonwealth for the purpose of
15 obtaining a divorce. But no divorce shall be granted
16 unless three years have elapsed since the date of
17 the marriage.
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