
HOUSE No. 874
By Mr. Standish of Stoneham, petition of Herbert L. Robinson

and others relative to procedure in connection with the repeal
or modification of zoning by-laws in towns. Mercantile Affairs.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-One.

An Act relative to the Repeal or Modification of Zoning
By-Laws in Towns.

1 Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would
2 tend to defeat its purpose, therefore it is hereby de-
-3 dared to be an emergency law, necessary for the
4 immediate preservation of the public convenience.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Chapter forty of the General Laws, as amended in
2 section thirty by chapter forty of the acts of nine-
-3 teen hundred and twenty-two and by chapters fifty-
-4 nine and two hundred and sixteen of the acts of
5 nineteen hundred and twenty-six and by chapter
6 thirty-nine of the acts of nineteen hundred and
7 twenty-nine, is hereby further amended by striking
8 out said section thirty and inserting in place thereof
9 the following:

10 Section SO. No ordinance or by-law enacted under
11 section twenty-five shall be repealed or modified ex-

Cfie Commontoealti) of 00as0acJ)usett0



HOUSE No. 874. [Jan. 1931.2

12 cept after notice of the proposed repeal or modifi-
-13 cation and opportunity to interested parties to be
14 heard thereon, and, in a town, the inclusion of an
15 article proposing such repeal or amendment in the
16 warrant of a duly called meeting shall be sufficient
17 notice. In a city such notice shall be by publica-
-18 tion in a newspaper published therein and such
19 hearing shall be before the city council or any com-

-20 mittee appointed by the city council for the pur-
-21 pose. If in a city any owner of real estate which
22 would be affected by the proposed repeal or modifi-
-23 cation objects thereto by a writing filed with the
24 city clerk the ordinance shall not be repealed or
25 modified except by a unanimous vote of all the
26 members of a city council of less than nine mem-
-27 bers or by a three fourths vote of all the members
28 of a city council of nine or more members; and in
29 no case shall such an ordinance be repealed or mod-
-30 ified except by a two thirds vote of all the members
31 of a city council. In a town the article covering
32 such a proposed repeal or modification shall be re-
-33 ferred by the selectmen, or, if the town meeting is
34 called by a justice of the peace under the provisions
35 of chapter thirty-nine, section twelve, by the justice,
36 to the town planning board, or, if there is no plan-
-37 ning board, the selectmen shall act, and the board
38 shall appoint a time and give notice of a hearing
39 and shall hear interested parties and report to the
40 town meeting or an adjournment thereof. In no
41 case shall such a by-law be repealed or modified
42 except by a two thirds vote of a town meeting.






