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By Mr. Cahill of Everett (by request), petition of James A.
White and others for an amendment of the law relative to con-
firming a master’s or auditor’s report of facts by the Supreme
Judicial or Superior Court. Judiciary (Joint).

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-One.

An Act to prohibit a Judge of the Superior Court, or
of the Supreme Judicial Court or the Full Court,
from Confirming or Affirming a Master’s Report of
Facts or an Auditor’s Report of Facts.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 No report of facts found by a master in a suit
2 in equity or by an auditor in a suit at law, shall be
3 confirmed or affirmed by any judge of the superior
4 court, or of the supreme judicial court, or by the
5 full court, if it appears that a motion is before the
6 court for the discharge of such master or auditor;
7 that such motion having an affidavit attached, shall
8 not be impounded by any court; that the evidence
9 on such motion shall be heard, and the refusal to

10 discharge the master or auditor, shall not be within
11 the discretion of the court, in any case, where it
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12 appears from the evidence presented at the hearing
13 on the motion to discharge the master or auditor,
14 or by the pleadings before the court at the time,
15 that:—
16 First: A person shall be deprived of his or her
17 good reputation, or
18 Second: Charges of a fraudulent or criminal as-
-19 pect are involved, or
20 Third: That the facts found by the master are
21 contradictory to records of courts in the common-
-22 wealth, or
23 Fourth: That facts found by the master are based
24 on perjuries which may be shown by the records of
25 courts in the commonwealth, or
26 Fifth: When the conduct of the master or audi-
-27 tor at any of the hearings, has been such, that any
28 reasonable person might infer that he was preju-
-29 diced.
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