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B}- Mr. McDonough of Boston (by request), petition of Lewis

H. Peters for an amendment of the law relative to the election by
political parties of members of state committees. Election Laws.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-One.

An Act to establish Political Committees.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section one of chapter fifty-two of
2 the General Laws is hereby amended by striking out
3 the first paragraph of said section and inserting the
4 following: Each political party shall in the man-
-5 ner herein provided elect from among its enrolled
6 members a state committee, the members of which
7 shall hold office for two years from January first
8 next following their election and until their succes-
-9 sors shall have organized. Said committee shall

10 consist of a chairman, a secretary, an executive sec-
-11 retary, a treasurer, and not more than eighty mem-
-12 bers; two members, one a man and the other a wo-
-13 man, from each senatorial district, shall be elected
14 at the primary before each biennial state election
15 by the voters in the district. In such election the
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16 man having a plurality of the votes cast for the
17 male candidates of his party in the district shall
18 be declared elected; and the woman having a plu-
-19 rality vote of the votes cast for the women candi-
-20 dates of her party in the district shall be declared
21 elected. No person shall be allowed to vote for
22 either the man candidate or the woman candidate
23 who is not an enrolled member of the party of said
24 candidate. Persons not included in the eighty mem-
-25 bers of the committee elected at the primaries may
26 be elected by said eighty members to the offices of
27 chairman, secretary, executive secretary, and treas-
-28 urer of the committee, provided the persons so cho-
-29 sen are enrolled in the party of the committee to
30 which they are elected, so that section one as
31 amended will read as follows: —Each political party
32 shall in the manner herein provided elect from
33 among its enrolled members a state committee, the
34 members of which shall hold office for two years
35 from January first next following their election and
36 until their successors shall have organized. Said
37 committee shall consist of a chairman, a secretary,
38 an executive secretary, a treasurer, and not more
39 than eighty members; two members, one a man and
40 the other a woman, from each senatorial district,
41 shall be elected at the primary before each biennial
42 state election by the voters in the district. In such
43 election the man having a plurality of the votes
44 cast for the male candidates of his party in the dis-
-45 trict shall be declared elected; and the woman hav-
-46 ing a plurality vote of the votes cast for the women
47 candidates of her party in the district shall be
48 declared elected. No person shall be allowed to
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49 vote for either the man candidate or the woman
50 candidate who is not an enrolled member of the
51 party of said candidate.
52 Persons not included in the eighty members of
53 the committee elected at the primaries may be
54 elected by said eighty members to the offices of
55 chairman, secretary, executive secretary, and treas-
-56 urer of the committee, provided the persons so cho-
-57 sen are enrolled in the party of the committee to
58 which they are elected.
59 The members of the state committee shall, in
60 January following their election, meet and organize
61 by the choice of a chairman, a secretary, a treasurer
62 and such other officers as they may decide to elect.
63 The secretary of the state committee shall, within
64 ten days after such organization, file with the state
65 secretary, and send to each city and town commit-
-66 tee, a list of the members of the committee and of
67 its officers.
68 A vacancy in the office of chairman, secretary or
69 treasurer of the committee or in the membership
70 thereof shall be filled by the committee, and a
71 statement of any such change shall be filed as in
72 the case of the officers first chosen.

1 Section 2. All acts and parts of acts inconsist-
-2 ent herewith are hereby repealed.




