
HOUSE 1385

House of Representatives, March 10, 1931.

The committee on Taxation, to whom were referred
the special report of the Commissioner of Corporations
and Taxation on ways and means for the raising of the
revenue required by the Commonwealth and the cities
and towns thereof to carry out the provisions of law pro-
viding for adequate assistance to certain aged citizens
(House, No. 1), so much of the address of His Excellency
the Governor submitting the annual budget of estimates,
requests and recommendations for appropriations or
other authorizations for expenditures by the Common-
wealth during the current fiscal year and his recommenda-
tions relative to the amounts which should be appro-
priated therefor and to financing the expenditures recom-
mended (House, No. 1300) as relates to revenue for old
age assistance, the petition (accompanied by bill, Senate,
No. 224) of Howard A. Moulton that a tax be levied on
all mechandise sold to raise funds for carrying out the
provisions of law providing for assistance to certain aged
citizens, the petition (accompanied by resolve, Senate,
No. 325) of Conde Brodbine for the appointment of a
special committee (including members of the General
Court) to investigate the advisability of obtaining funds
for the use of adequate assistance to aged citizens, the
petition (accompanied by bill, House, No. 1027) of
Howard A. Moulton relative to the assessment of a tax
on cities and towns in lieu of a local property tax and an
old age assistance fund, the petition (accompanied by
bill, House, No. 1116) of Vincent S. Cahill for legislation
to levy an excise tax on general salaries in lieu of local
property taxes and an old age assistance fund, the peti-
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lion (accompanied by bill, House, No. 1117) of John Mal-
colm Macauley for the assessment of a poll tax of one
dollar upon all female inhabitants over twenty-one years
of age, and the petition (accompanied by bill, House,
No. 1226) of James I. Green for legislation to impose an
excise tax on cigars and cigarettes in lieu of the local
property tax and a fund for old age assistance, report
the accompanying bill, House, No. 1385).

For the committee,

ARTHUR I. BURGESS.

Senator Twohig, and Representatives Otis of Pitts-
field and O’Brien of Fall River, dissenting.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-One.

An Act providing for the Assessment of a Poll Tax on
Female Inhabitants of the Commonwealth above the
Age of Twenty, and increasing the Poll Tax hereto-
fore Assessed on Male Inhabitants thereof.

1 Whereas, It is imperative that the provisions of
2 this act, intended to raise the necessary funds re-
-3 quired under chapter one hundred and eighteen A of
4 the General Laws, which takes effect on the first day
5 of July in the current year, should become operative
6 forthwith, therefore it is hereby declared to be an
7 emergency law, necessary for the immediate preser-
-8 vation of the public health, safety and convenience.

Be it enacted by the Senate and Rouse of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:
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1 Section 1. Section four of chapter fifty-one of the
2 General Laws, as amended by section four of chapter
3 one hundred and thirty-one of the acts of nineteen
4 hundred and twenty-three, is hereby further amended
5 by striking out, in the eighth line, the word “male”,
6 and by striking out, in the twelfth to the fifteenth
7 lines, inclusive, the words and, except in cities
8 and towns having listing boards, shall also make true
9 lists containing the same facts relative to every woman

10 twenty years of age or older residing in their respec-
-11 tive cities and towns”, so that the first paragraph
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12 will read as follows: Except as otherwise provided
13 by law, the assessors, assistant assessors, or one or
14 more of them, shall annually, in April or May, visit
15 every building in their respective cities and towns
16 and, after diligent inquiry, shall make true lists con-
-17 taining, as nearly as they can ascertain, the name,
18 age, occupation, and residence on April first in the
19 current year, and the residence on April first in the
20 preceding year, of every person twenty years of age
21 or older, residing in their respective cities and towns,
22 liable to be assessed for a poll tax, and of soldiers and
23 sailors exempted from the payment of a poll tax
24 under section five of chapter fifty-nine.

1 Section 2. Section eight of said chapter fifty-one,
2 as amended by section eight of said chapter one hun-
-3 died and thirty-one, is hereby further amended by
4 striking out, in the first line, the word “male”, and
5 by striking out, in the fourth line, the words “or a
6 woman”,.— so as to read as follows; Section 8. If
7 a resident in a city or town, except in one having a
8 listing board, on April first was not assessed for a
9 poll tax, or if an exempted soldier or sailor in such a

10 city or town was not listed under section four, such
11 person shall, in order to establish his right to be as-
-12 sessed or listed, present to the assessors before the
13 close of registration a sworn statement that he was
14 on said day a resident of such city or town, and a
15 sworn list of his polls and estate. If the assessors
16 are satisfied that such statement is true, they shall
17 assess or list him, as the case may be, and give him a
18 certificate thereof.

1 Section 3. Chapter fifty-nine of the General Laws
2 is hereby amended by striking out section one and
3 inserting in place thereof the following:
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4 Section 1 . In the year nineteen hundred and thirty-
-5 one and annually thereafter, poll taxes shall be
6 assessed on male and female inhabitants of the com-
-7 monwealth above the age of twenty, as follows:
8 on male inhabitants, a tax of three dollars, and on
9 female inhabitants a tax of two dollars.

1 Section 4. Chapter sixty of the General Laws is
2 hereby amended by inserting after section two the
3 following new section:
4 Section 2A. Within days after the receipt
5 by the town treasurer of the proceeds of poll taxes
6 and interest thereon, under section two, he shall
7 remit to the state treasurer the entire proceeds of
8 such taxes assessed upon female inhabitants as pro-
-9 vided in section one of chapter fifty-nine and one

10 third of the proceeds of such taxes assessed upon male
11 inhabitants under said section. All sums paid into
12 the state treasury hereunder shall constitute a special
13 fund, subject to appropriation by the general court,
14 for the purpose of meeting the commonwealth’s share
15 of disbursements made under chapter one hundred
16 and eighteen A, providing for adequate assistance to
17 certain aged citizens.

1 Section 5. Section four of said chapter sixty is
2 hereby amended by striking out, in the second line,
3 the word “male”,— so as to read as follows; — Sec-
-4 tion 4- A board of assessors, from time to time in
5 any year after their preparation of the whole or any
6 part of the lists of persons liable to be assessed a poll
7 tax as provided in section four of chapter fifty-one,
8 may and, on written request from the collector of
9 taxes, shall assess the poll taxes of all persons whose

10 names are contained in said lists and deliver to the
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11 collector tax lists containing the names and addresses
12 of all persons so assessed, and the number of polls
13 assessed to each with the amount of the respective.
14 taxes thereon. The assessors shall also deliver to the
15 collector their warrants in the customary form for
16 the collection forthwith of all taxes contained in said
17 lists; but no such list or warrant shall be issued to
18 any collector until, conformably to law, he has given
19 bond and has otherwise qualified himself for the per-

-20 formance of his duties. Poll taxes so committed to
21 the collector shall be subject to the laws relating to
22 poll taxes committed by warrant under section fifty-
-23 three of chapter fifty-nine.

1 Section 6. This act shall take effect as of the first
2 day of April in the current year.






