
House op Representatives, March 26, 1931.

The committee on Public Welfare, to whom was
referred so much of the final report of the special com-
mission established to investigate the laws relative to
dependent, delinquent and neglected children and children
otherwise requiring special care (House, No. 1200) as
relates to extending the provisions of law relative to the
examination of mentally retarded children, report the
accompanying bill (House, No. 1449).

For the committee,

ALBERT W. BULLOCK.

HOUSE No. 1449
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-One.

An Act extending the Provisions of Law relative to
the Examination of Mentally Retarded Children.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Chapter seventy-one of the General Laws
2 amended in section forty-six by chapter two hundred
3 and thirty-one of the acts of nineteen hundred and
4 twenty-two, is hereby further amended by striking
5 out said section and inserting in place thereof the
6 following:
7 Section 46■ The school committee of every town
8 shall annually ascertain, under regulations prescribed
9 by the department and the commissioner of mental

10 diseases, the number of children three years or more
11 retarded in mental development in attendance upon
12 its public schools, or of school age and resident
13 therein. At the beginning of each school year the
14 committee of every town where there are ten or more
15 such children shall establish special classes for their
16 instruction according to their mental attainments
17 under regulations prescribed by the department. A
18 child appearing to be mentally retarded in any les
19 degree may, upon request of the superintendent o;

20 schools of the city or town where he attends school
21 with the consent of his parent, guardian or lawfu
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22 custodian, be examined under such regulations, and,
23 if the examination discloses that such child would
24 receive material benefit from attendance upon such a
25 class, he shall be eligible, with such consent, to at-
-26 tend the same. No child under the control of the
27 department of public welfare or of the child welfare
28 division of the institutions department of the city of
29 Boston, who is three years or more retarded in mental
30 development within the meaning of this section, or

31 who is found eligible as aforesaid, shall, after com-

-32 plaint made by the school committee to the de-
-33 partment of public welfare or said division, be placed
34 in a town which is not required to maintain a special
35 class as provided for in this section.
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