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An Act relative to Hunting, Trapping and Fishing.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-,
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

10 a boat or who merely assists a person licensed under
11 this chapter, by cutting holes in the ice for ice fishing,
12 so that the paragraph included in lines seventeen
13 to nineteen will read as follows: “Fish” or “fish-
-14 ing”, to take or to attempt to take fish by any
15 method or means, whether or not such method or
16 means results in their capture; and includes every
17 attempt to take and every act of assistance to any
18 other person in taking or attempting to take fish,
19 except that of a person who operates a boat or who
20 merely assists a person licensed under this chapter,
21 by cutting holes in the ice for ice fishing.

Cftc Commontuealtt) of Massachusetts

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-One.
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Section 2. Section eight of said chapter one
hundred and thirty-one, as so inserted, is hereby
amended by striking out lines twelve to twenty-
two, inclusive, and inserting in place thereof the
following: — (2) A citizen of the United States, not
a resident of this commonwealth for at least six
months, for which the fee shall be ten dollars and
twenty-five cents; but if the state of which he is
a resident requires a resident of this commonwealth
to pay a larger fee for a similar privilege in such
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state, the fee for such a non-resident shall be equal
to that charged by such state. If such non-resident
comes within one of the four following classes and
resides or last resided in a state extending like
privileges to citizens of this commonwealth, the
fee shall be three dollars and twenty-five cents for
a sporting license and five dollars and twenty-five
cents for a trapping license, and by striking out
the last paragraph of said section and inserting in
place thereof the following: No person shall be
granted a sporting or trapping license unless he
files with the town clerk or the director a written
report upon blanks furnished by the director stating
the number of birds or mammals, if any, taken by
him in the preceding calendar year. The town
clerk shall on the first Monday of each month
forward such reports to the director, —so as to
read as follows: Section 8. Sporting and trap-
ping licenses shall be issued to the following classes
of persons upon payment of the following fees:
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(1) A citizen of the United States, resident in
this commonwealth for at least six months, for
which the fee shall be two dollars and seventy-five
cents for a sporting license and five dollars and
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35 twenty-five cents for a trapping license, except as
36 hereinafter provided for a trapping license to a
37 minor between the ages of fifteen and eighteen, and
38 except that there shall be no fee for a sporting
39 license if such person has reached age seventy.
40 (2) A citizen of the United States, not a resident
41 of this commonwealth for at least six months, for
42 which the fee shall be ten dollars and twenty-five
43 cents; but if the state of which he is a resident
44 requires a resident of this commonwealth to pay
45 a larger fee for a similar privilege in such state, the
46 fee for such a non-resident shall be equal to that
47 charged by such state. If such non-resident comes
48 within one of the four following classes and resides
49 or last resided in a state extending like privileges to
50 citizens of this commonwealth, the fee shall be three
51 dollars and twenty-five cents for a sporting license
52 and five dollars and twenty-five cents for a trapping
53 license. Class A. Owmer of real estate in the com-
54 monwealth assessed for taxation at not less than
55 five hundred dollars. Class B. Member of any

56 club or association incorporated prior to nineteen
57 hundred and seven, for the purpose of hunting,
58 fishing or trapping upon land owned by such corpo-
59 ration; provided, that the land owned is equal in
60 value to five hundred dollars for each member
61 and that the membership list of the corporation
62 shall be filed from time to time upon request, and
63 at least annually, with the clerks of the various
64 towns within which such land is located and with
65 the director. Class C. Invited guest of a club or
66 association conducting fox hunts and incorporated
67 under the laws of this commonwealth who, on the
68 written invitation of a member of said club or as-



1931.] HOUSE — No. 1499. 5

sociation, attends its meetings for the sole purpose
of hunting foxes; provided, that the membership
list of such club or association shall be filed from
time to time upon request, and at least annually,
with the clerk of the town where the hunt takes
place and with the director; also, a non-resident
member of any such club or association. Class
D. A citizen of the United States, not a resident
of this commonwealth for at least six months, who
desires to fish only.
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(3) An unnaturalized foreign born person, resi-

dent in this commonwealth for at least ten con-
secutive days, ■ provided that he is the owner of
real estate in the commonwealth assessed for tax-
ation at not less than five hundred dollars, for
which the fee shall be fifteen dollars and twenty-
five cents.
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The fee for a trapping license issued to a minor
between the ages of fifteen and eighteen, if he is a
resident of this commonwealth for at least six
months, shall be one dollar and twenty-five cents.
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No person shall be granted a sporting or trap-
ping license unless he files with the town clerk or
the director a written report upon blanks furnished
by the director stating the number of birds or
mammals, if any, taken by him in the preceding
calendar year. The town clerk shall on the first
Monday of each month forward such reports to
the director.
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1 Section 3. Section thirteen of said chapter one
2 hundred and thirty-one, as inserted by section two of
3 said chapter three hundred and ninety-three, is hereby
4 amended by inserting after the word “provision”
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in the first line the words; of this section or, and
by striking out, in the eighth line, the word “con-
victed” and inserting in place thereof the words:
found guilty, so as to read as follows: Section
13. Whoever violates any provision of this section
or of sections five to twelve, inclusive, for which no
specific penalty is provided, or is in any way directly
or indirectly a party to any such violation, shall be
punished by a fine of not less than ten nor more than
fifty dollars or by imprisonment for not more than
one month, or both. Every license issued under said
sections five to twelve, inclusive, held by any person
found guilty of a violation of any provision of this
chapter, shall be void, and shall immediately be sur-
rendered to the officer securing such conviction. The
officer shall forthwith forward such void licenses to
the director. No person shall be given a license under
authority of said sections during the period of one
year from the date of his conviction as aforesaid, and
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any such license so issued shall be void and shall be
surrendered on demand of any officer authorized to
enforce this chapter. No fee received for a license
made void under this section shall be returned to the
holder of such license.
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1 Section 4. Section twenty of said chapter one
2 hundred and thirty-one, as inserted by section two of
3 said chapter three hundred and ninety-three, is hereby
4 amended by inserting in the first and sixth lines, in
5 each instance, after the word “warden” the words:
6or deputy warden, - so as to read as follows:
7 Section 20. The director, supervisor or a warden or
8 deputy warden may request any person whom he
9 reasonably believes to be engaged in unlawfully
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10 hunting, fishing, trapping or possessing fish, birds
11 or mammals to forthwith display for inspection all
12 fish, birds and mammals then in his possession; and
13 said director, supervisor or warden or deputy warden
14 may arrest without warrant a person refusing to
15 comply with such request.

1 Section 5. Said chapter one hundred and thirty-
-2 one, as inserted by section two of said chapter three
3 hundred and ninety-three, is hereby further amended
4 by striking out section twenty-five and inserting in
5 place thereof the following: Section 25. For the
6 purpose of providing public fishing grounds, the
7 director may acquire by gift, and shall in his discre-
-8 tion acquire by lease or purchase, fishing rights and
9 privileges in any brook or stream in the common-

10 wealth, except a brook or stream which is a source of
11 or a tributary to a public water supply, together with
12 such rights of ingress to and egress from such brook
13 or stream as may be necessary or proper.
14 Said director may, subject to the provisions of sec-
-15 tion thirty-seven of chapter thirty, make rules and
16 regulations relative to fishing in any water acguired
17 under authority of this section, may provide a penalty,
18 to consist of a fine not to exceed twenty dollars, for
19 any violation of any such rule or regulation, and may
20 from time to time close or open such waters, or any
21 part thereof, for fishing.

1 Section 6. Section seventy-one of said chapter
2 one hundred and thirty-one, as inserted by section
3 two of said chapter three hundred and ninety-three,
4 is hereby amended by adding at the end thereof the
5 following: Any person who loses or by mistake or
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accident destroys any certificate issued under author-
ity of this section may, upon application to the
director, which must be accompanied by an affidavit
setting forth the circumstances of such loss, be issued
a duplicate certificate upon the payment of a fee of
fifty cents, so as to read as follows: Section 71.
Shiners may be taken for bait in any of the inland
waters of the commonwealth by means of a circular
or hoop net not exceeding six feet in diameter, or by
means of a rectangular net other than a seine, con-
taining not more than thirty-six square feet of net
surface, and shiners and suckers may be taken for
bait in any of said waters by means of a net contain-
ing not more than two hundred square feet of net
surface if each person engaged in operating such net is
thereto authorized by a permit issued by the divi-
sion, which permit the division is hereby authorized
to issue upon receipt of a fee of five dollars, which
shall be paid into the treasury of the commonwealth;
provided, that any fish taken by any such net, other
than those permitted by this section to be taken
thereby, are immediately returned alive to the water.
Permits granted under this section shall expire on the
thirty-first day ofDecember in the year of issue. Any
person who loses or by mistake or accident destroys
any certificate issued under authority of this section
may, upon application to the director, which must be
accompanied by an affidavit setting forth the circum-
stances of such loss, be issued a duplicate certificate
upon the payment of a fee of fifty cents.
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1 Section 7. Section seventy-two of said chapter
2 one hundred and thirty-one, as inserted by section
3 two of said chapter three hundred and ninety-three,
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4 is hereby amended by striking out, in the second line,
5 the word “fourteen” and inserting in place thereof
6 the word: twenty-four, and by adding at the
7 end thereof the following: Any net, seine, trawl or

8 other similar device used by any person in violation
9 of any provision of said sections, and any fish taken

10 in violation thereof, shall be forfeited to the common-
-11 wealth and disposed of as the director shall deter-
-12 mine, —soas to read as follows: Section 72. Un-
-13 less the context otherwise requires, a violation of any
14 provision of sections twenty-four to seventy-one,
15 inclusive, or of any rule or regulation made under
16 authority thereof, for which no other penalty is pro-
-17 vided, shall be punished by a fine of not less than
18 ten nor more than twenty-five dollars for each fish in
19 respect to which such violation occurs or each pro-

-20 vision, rule or regulation in respect to which such
21 violation occurs. Any net, seine, trawl or other
22 similar device used by any person in violation of any
23 provision of said sections, and any fish taken in viola-
-24 tion thereof, shall be forfeited to the commonwealth
25 and disposed of as the director shall determine.

1 Section 8. Said chapter one hundred and thirty-
-2 one, as inserted by section two of said chapter three
3 hundred and ninety-three, is hereby amended by
4 striking out section ninety-three and inserting in place
5 thereof the following; Section 93. Except as
6 otherwise provided in this chapter, no person shall,
7 except between October twentieth and November
8 twentieth, both inclusive, hunt or have in possession
9 the carcass of a gray squirrel, or take, kill or have in

10 possession the carcasses of more than five gray
11 squirrels in one day or more than fifteen in one year,
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12 or take or kill at any time a gray squirrel by means
13 of a trap or net, or for the purpose of taking or killing
14 a gray squirrel construct or set a trap or net. This
15 section shall not apply to the owner or occupant of
16 any dwelling house or other building finding any gray
17 squirrel doing damage to the same or to any fruit
18 tree, or to grain or other growing cultivated crop.

Section 9. Section ninety-four of said chapter
one hundred and thirty-one, as inserted by section
two of said chapter three hundred and ninety-three,
and as amended by section one of chapter twenty-
seven of the acts of nineteen hundred and thirty-one,
is hereby further amended by inserting after the
word "hunt” in the second line and after the word
"kill” in the sixth line, in each instance, the w’ords:
—or have in possession the carcasses of, ■— so as
to read as follows: Section 94- No person, other-
wise than as provided in section ninety-six, shall
hunt or have in possession the carcasses of a hare
or rabbit, except between October twentieth and
the last day of February, both inclusive, in Nan-
tucket county or between October twentieth and
February fifteenth, both inclusive, in any other
county, or during such open seasons kill or have in
possession the carcasses of more than two northern
varying hares, otherwise known as Canada hares,
snow-shoe rabbits or white rabbits, or more than
five rabbits in any one day. This section shall not
apply to European hares in the county of Berkshire,
which may be taken or killed at any time.
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Section 10. Section ninety-five of said chapter
one hundred and thirty-one, as inserted bv section
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3 two of said chapter three hundred and ninety-three,
4 is hereby amended by inserting after the word “con-
-5 struct” in the fifth and sixth lines the word:

, tend,
6 -—so as to read as follows: Section 95. No per-
-7 son shall remove or attempt to remove a hare or a
8 rabbit from any hole in the ground, stone wall,
9 from under any ledge, stone, log or tree, and, except

10 as provided in the following section, no person shall
11 take or kill a hare or a rabbit by a trap or net, or for
12 that purpose construct, tend or set a trap or net
13 or use a ferret; and no person shall have in possession
14 a ferret without a permit. The director may upon
15 application issue to a person a permit authorizing
16 him to have ferrets in his possession, and may revoke
17 said permit at any time if he has reason to believe
18 that said ferrets are kept or used for hunting hares
19 or rabbits. No person shall have in possession a
20 ferret in a place where hares or rabbits might be
21 taken or killed. Ferrets used or had in possession in
22 violation hereof shall be confiscated.

1 Section 11. Section one hundred and one of
2 said chapter one hundred and thirty-one, as inserted by
3 section two of said chapter three hundred and ninety-
-4 three, is hereby amended by inserting after the word
5 “state” in the third line the word: —or paved, —so as
6 to read as follows: Section 101. Whoever, for the
7 purpose of hunting, taking or killing any bird or
8 mammal, discharges any firearm upon any state
9 or paved highway, or within fifty yards of any such

10 highway, shall be punished by a fine of not less than
11 twenty nor more than fifty dollars.

1 Section 12. Section one hundred and three of
2 said chapter one hundred and thirty-one, as in-
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sorted by section two of said chapter three hun-
dred and ninety-three, is hereby amended by in-
serting after the word “mammal” in the second
line the words: or bird, and by inserting after
the word “mammal” in the thirteenth line the
words; —or the dead body of any bird, —so as
to read as follows: Section 103. Whoever places
poison in any form whatsoever for the purpose of
killing any mammal or bird shall be punished by a
fine of not less than one hundred nor more than
five hundred dollars, or by imprisonment for not
less than three months nor more than one year, or
both; provided, that this section shall not prohibit
any person from placing in his orchard or in or near
his house, barn or other buildings poison for the
purpose of destroying rats, woodchucks or other
pests of like nature, or from placing with like intent
under the surface of his lands carbon disulphide in
any of its forms or any other poison applied in a
manner similar to that in which carbon disulphide is
applied. Possession of the raw fur of any mammal
or the dead body of any bird killed by poison, ex-
cept rats, woodchucks or other pests of like nature,
shall be prima facie evidence that the person having
such possession has violated this section.
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1 Section 13. Section one hundred and four of
2 said chapter one hundred and thirty-one, as in-
-3 serted by section two of said chapter three hundred
4 and ninety-three, is hereby amended by inserting
5 after the word “means” in the third line the words:
6 or by the aid or use of any motor vehicle or
7 artificial light, and by adding at the end of said
8 section the following:-—Nothing in this section
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9 shall be construed to prohibit the hunting of raccoons
10 or skunks or any unprotected mammal in a lawful
11 manner with artificial light, provided no motor
12 vehicle is used therefor, so as to read as follows:
13 Section 104■ Whoever constructs, erects, sets, re-
-14 pairs or tends any snare for the purpose of catching
15 or killing any mammal, or takes a mammal by such
16 means, or by the aid or use of any motor vehicle or
17 artificial light, shall be punished by a fine of not
18 less than fifty nor more than two hundred dollars.
19 The construction, erection, setting, repairing or
20 tending of any snare by any person shall be prima
21 facie evidence of a violation by him of this section.
22 Nothing in this section shall be construed to pro-
-23 hibit the hunting of raccoons or skunks or any un-
-24 protected mammal in a lawful manner with artificial
25 light, provided no motor vehicle is used therefor.

1 Section 14. Section one hundred and eight of
2 said chapter one hundred and thirty-one, as inserted
3 by section two of said chapter three hundred and
4 ninety-three, is hereby amended by striking out, in
5 the first and second lines, the words “and the follow-
-6 ing section” and inserting in place thereof the word:
7 chapter, and by inserting after the word
8 “hunts” in the second line the words; or has in
9 possession the carcass of, so as to read as follows:

10 —Section 108. Whoever, except as provided in this
11 chapter, hunts or has in possession the carcass of a
12 deer shall be punished by a fine of one hundred dol-
-13 lars; provided, that any person may, on land owned
14 or occupied by him, or, with the consent of the owner,
15 upon land adjacent thereto, hunt any deer which he
16 has reasonable cause to believe has damaged or is
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17 about to damage crops, fruit or ornamental trees,
18 except grass growing on uncultivated land; and he
19 may authorize any member of his family, or any per-

-20 son employed by him so to hunt a deer under the
21 circumstances above specified. In the event of the
22 wounding or killing of a deer as aforesaid, the person
23 by whom or under whose direction the deer was
24 wounded or killed shall, within twenty-four hours
25 thereafter, send to the director a written report,
26 signed by him, of the facts relative to the said wound-
-27 ing or killing, including the time and place thereof,
28 and the kind of tree or crop injured or destroyed, or
29 about to be injured or destroyed by the deer.

1 Section 15. Section one hundred and nine of said
2 chapter one hundred and thirty-one, as inserted by
3 section two of said chapter three hundred and ninety-
-4 three, is hereby amended by striking out all after the
5 word “address” in the twenty-second line down to
6 and including the word “killing” in the twenty-fifth
7 line, —soas to read as follows: Section 109. Any
8 person duly authorized to hunt in the commonwealth
9 may, except in Nantucket county, between one half

10 hour before sunrise and one half hour after sunset of
11 each day beginning with the first Monday in Decem-
-12 ber and ending with the following Saturday, or, in
13 Berkshire, Franklin, Hampden or Hampshire county,
14 between one half hour before sunrise and one half
15 hour after sunset of each day, beginning with the first
16 Monday in December and ending with the second
17 following Saturday, hunt, by the use of a shotgun or
18 bow and arrow, a deer, subject to the following re-
-19 strictions and provisions: No person shall, except as
20 provided in the preceding section, kill more than one
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21 deer. No deer shall be hunted on land posted in
22 accordance with section one hundred and twenty-
-23 three, or on land under control of the metropolitan
24 district commission, or in any state reservation sub-
-25 ject to section one hundred and fourteen except as
26 provided therein. No person shall make, set or use
27 any trap, torch light or jack light, salt lick or other
28 device for the purpose of ensnaring, enticing, taking,
29 injuring or killing a deer. No person shall carry on
30 his person an arrow adapted for hunting purposes
31 unless it is plainly marked with his name and perma-
-32 nent address. Whoever violates any provision of this
33 section shall be punished by a fine of not less than
34 fifty nor more than one hundred dollars.

1 Section 16. Section one hundred and thirteen of
2 said chapter one hundred and thirty-one, as inserted
3 by section two of said chapter three hundred and
4 ninety-three, is hereby amended by adding at the
5 end thereof the following: , or the director may
6 mark in a suitable manner trees for which compen-
-7 sation has been paid, —so as to read as follows:
8 Section 113. Whoever suffers loss by the eating,
9 browsing or trampling of his fruit or ornamental

10 trees, vegetables, produce or crops by deer or moose,
11 if the damage is done in a city may inform the officer
12 of police thereof who shall be designated to receive
13 such information by the mayor, and if the damage
14 is done in a town may inform the chairman of the
15 selectmen of such town, declaring the amount of
16 such damage as nearly as he can determine the same.
17 If the amount so declared does not exceed twenty
18 dollars, the officer or chairman shall proceed to the
19 premises and determine whether the damage was
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inflicted by such deer or moose, and, if so, appraise
the amount thereof and within ten days after such
appraisal is made return to the director a certificate
of the damages fixed by such appraisal. If the amount
of said damage is declared by the owner of the dam-
aged property to exceed twenty dollars, said owner
shall notify the director of said damage. The director,
within eight days after receiving such notice, shall
determine whether the damage was inflicted by such
deer or moose, and, if so, he shall at once proceed to
have an appraisal made under oath by three persons,
one of whom shall be designated by the owner of
the damaged property, one by the director and the
third by the trustees for county aid to agriculture or
for the county agricultural school of the county in
which the damage occurred. Within ten days after
such appraisal is made, the appraiser designated by
the director as aforesaid shall return to the director
a certificate of the damages fixed by such appraisal.
The director shall, within thirty days after receiving
such certificate, if he finds the claim to be just and
the appraisal correct, endorse his approval thereon
and transmit the same, with the cost of appraisal
added, to the comptroller, and the amount so cer-
tified shall be paid by the commonwealth; pro-
vided, that if any doubt exists, the director may
summon the appraisers and all parties interested
and make such examination as he thinks proper and
may cause the appraisers to review their appraisal
or cause a new appraisal or appraisals to be made as
aforesaid by other appraisers designated and pro-
ceeding in the same manner as the original appraisers.
Each appraiser, except when a paid official or em-
ployee of the commonwealth or of a county, shall
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54 receive compensation from the commonwealth at
55 the rate of sixty-five cents per hour for not more
56 than eight hours in any one day while acting as such
57 and ten cents a mile for his necessary travel.
58 Any tree appraised in the manner above referred
59 to as having been totally damaged, and for which
60 compensation has been paid by the commonwealth
61 under this section, may thereafter be removed by
62 the director without further compensation therefor,
63 or the director may mark in a suitable manner trees
64 for which compensation has been paid.

1 Section 17. Said chapter one hundred and thirty-
-2 one of the General Laws is hereby further amended
3 by adding the following new section:
4 Section 116A. For the purpose of providing pub-
-5 lie shooting grounds, the director may acquire by
6 gift, and shall in his discretion acquire by lease or
7 purchase, lands or water within the commonwealth
8 or shooting rights thereon, together with such rights
9 of ingress to and egress from such lands or water

10 as may be necessary and proper.

1 Section 18. Section one hundred and thirty-
-2 four of said chapter one hundred and thirty-one, as
3 inserted by section two of said chapter three hundred
4 and ninety-three, is hereby amended by adding at
5 the end thereof the following: Any person who
6 loses or by mistake or accident destroys any cer-
-7 tificate issued under authority of this section may,
8 upon application to the director, which must be
9 accompanied by an affidavit setting forth the cir-

-10 cumstances of such loss, be issued a duplicate cer-
-11 tificate upon the payment of a fee of fifty cents, —
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so as to read as follows:'—Section 134- No person
shall conduct or maintain a gunning stand or blind
unless it is registered as hereinafter provided. For
the purposes of this section, a gunning stand or blind
shall mean any building or blind, so called, conducted
and maintained for the purpose of taking anatidae
by the use of live duck and goose decoys on the shore
of any body of water or on any tidal marshes, flats
or beaches. Whoever violates any provision of this
paragraph shall be punished by a fine of not less
than twenty nor more than one hundred dollars.
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The director shall, upon application of any person,
issue a certificate of registration of a gunning stand
or blind. Such application shall be signed by the
applicant, or, if the applicant is an association or
corporation, by all the members thereof, shall be
made upon a blank furnished by the director, shall
contain such information as may be required by the
director and shall be accompanied by a fee of two
dollars and seventy-five cents. The certificate of
registration shall bear the name and address of the
person conducting or maintaining such stand or
blind and its location. Said certificate shall be
valid for use to and including the following Decem-
ber thirty-first, shall not be transferable and shall
be produced for examination upon the demand of
any authorized person. The director may, after a
hearing, revoke any such certificate of registration if
it appears to him that there has been any violation
of this chapter upon the registered premises, and
shall not restore such a license for a period of one
year following its revocation.
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Any person who loses or by mistake or accident
destroys any certificate issued under authoritv of this
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46 section may, upon application to the director, which
47 must be accompanied by an affidavit setting forth
48 the circumstances of such loss, be issued a duplicate
49 certificate upon the payment of a fee of fifty cents.

Section 19. Section one hundred and thirty-
six of said chapter one hundred and thirty-one, as
inserted by section two of said chapter three hundred
and ninety-three, is hereby amended by adding
at the end thereof the following; Any net, trap,
snare, jack-light or other similar device used by any
person in violation of any provision of this chapter
and any bird or mammal taken in violation of the
law shall, upon a finding of guilty, be forfeited to
the commonwealth and shall be disposed of as the
director shall determine, so as to read as follows:
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Section 136. Unless the context otherwise re-
quires, a violation ofany provision of sections seventy-
four to one hundred and thirty-five, inclusive, or of
any rule or regulation made under authority thereof,
for which no other penalty is provided, shall be
punished by a fine of not less than twenty nor more
than fifty dollars for each bird or mammal in respect
to which such violation occurs or each provision, rule
or regulation in respect to which such violation
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99 Any net, trap, snare, jack-light or other simi-

lar device used by any person in violation of
any provision of this chapter and any bird or mammal
taken in violation of the law shall, upon a finding of
guilty, be forfeited to the commonwealth and shall
be disposed of as the director shall determine.

23
24
25
26
27




