
HOUSE 1597

May 4, 1931

The committee on Ways and Means, to whom was
referred the Bill relative to the taking of the waters of
Quinapoxet River and its tributaries by the'fcity of
Worcester for water supply purposes (Senate, No. 463),
report that the same ought to pass with an amendment
substituting therefor the accompanying bill (House,
No. 1597).

For the committee,

CLYDE H. SWAN.

Cfre CommontoealtJ) of cpassad)imtto
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-One.

fAn Act relative to the Taking of the Waters of Quina-
poxet River and its Tributaries by the City of Worcester
for Water Supply Purposes.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 The first paragraph of section twelve of chapter
2 three hundred and seventy-five of the acts of nineteen
3 hundred and twenty-six is hereby amended by striking
4 out, in the twelfth to fourteenth lines, inclusive, the

5 words “near an elevation of seven hundred and eight

6 feet above mean sea level at Boston, at or above the
7 outlet of Quinapoxet pond” and inserting in place
8 thereof the words: above a point in said river be-
-9 tween the confluence of Musquapoag brook, so-called,
10 with said river and the northwesterly boundary of
11 the highway running from Holden to Princeton, —by

12 inserting after the word “but” in the twenty-first line
words:—, except as hereinafter provided, and

14 by inserting after the word “gallons” in the forty-
-15 second line the following new sentence: —lf said city f
16 shall at any time, with the approval of the raetro-
-17 politan district commission, take water in any calendar
18 year in excess of an average quantity of ten million
19 gallons per diem as herein authorized, said city shall
20 n;iv to the commonwealth for the benefit of the met-
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21 ropolitan water district for the excess amount of
22 wr ater so taken at the rate of forty dollars per million
23 gallons, so that said paragraph will read as follows:
24 —The city of Worcester is hereby authorized, for the
25 purpose of meeting the requirements of said city for
26 increasing its water supply and such requirements of
27 adjacent and nearby towns now supplied or hereafter
28 required to be supplied by said city, from time to time,
29 to acquire by purchase or otherwise, or take by emi-
-30 nent domain in accordance with the procedure set
31 forth in section five, and subject to the provisions
32 thereof, and to hold and convey, directly or indirectly,
33 into and through said city the waters of South Wa-
-34 chusett brook, so-called, and the waters of Quinapoxet
35 river, so-called, in the town of Holden, at or above a
36 point in said river between the confluence of Musqua-
-37 poag brook, so-called, with said river and the north-
-38 westerly boundary of the highway running from Holden
39 to Princeton, including the waters in any ponds or
40 reservoirs thereon and the waters flowing directly or

the same, and all spring!41 indirectly, into and fix
42 and tributaries theretc
43 nected with the aforesi

and the water rights con-
id waters and sources above

44 the places of taking; and the said city may take exist-
45 ing reservoirs and ponds upon said streams and their
46 tributaries above the points at which it is authorize
47 as aforesaid to take the said waters, but, except
48 hereinafter provided, the total supply herein author
49 ized to be taken shall not exceed in any calendar ye

50 an average quantity of ten million gallons of water per
51 diem, and the balance of the waters remaining, and
52 also from time to time such part of the quantity of
53 water herein authorized to be acquired and diverted as
54 is not, in the opinion of the water commissioner of
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55 said city, needed for the supply of the water system
56 of said city, shall be permitted to flow to the Wachu-
57 sett reservoir of the metropolitan water system; pro-
-58 vided, that if in the opinion of the metropolitan district
59 commission, the needs of the metropolitan water sys-
-60 tern, pending the completion of the works necessary
61 to divert the flood waters of the Ware river as author-
-62 ized in section one, require that said amount herein
63 authorized to be taken by the said city be reduced,
64 the metropolitan district commission may, at any
65 time and from time to time, reduce said amount to
66 not less than an average quantity of five million
67 gallons of water per diem. In case of such reduction
68 the commonwealth on behalf of the metropolitan
69 district shall pay the city of Worcester for the amount
70 of water so withheld by such reduction at the rate
71 of forty dollars per million gallons.
72 If said city shall at any time, with the approval of
73 the metropolitan district commission, take water in
74 any calendar year in excess of an average quantity of
75 ten million gallons per diem as herein authorized, said
76 city shall pay to the commonwealth for the benefit
77 of the metropolitan water district for the excess amount
78 of water so taken at the rate of forty dollars per million
79 gallons.
80 The said city shall take such measures to protect
81 and preserve the purity of the said waters and shall
82 maintain such sanitary conditions relative thereto and
83 in their respective watersheds as the state department
84 of public health may require. Said city may by aque-
85 duct or pipe line conduct the waters so taken, into the
86 city directly or through any reservoir and any aque-
87 duct or pipe line belonging to said city and now exist-
88 ing. The said city may, for the purposes aforesaid,
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construct, lay and maintain conduits, pipes, canals,
water courses, dams, reservoirs and other works under
or over lands,water courses, railroads, railways, public
or private ways and along such ways, and may take by
purchase or otherwise and hold in fee or otherwise any
lands, dams or structures, easements or rights in land
that may be deemed necessary for said purposes and
for collecting, purifying, storing, discharging, conduct-
ing or distributing said waters or preserving the purity
thereof. The water taken by said city under this sec-
tion shall be measured in a manner approved by the
metropolitan district commission which shall have at
all reasonable times free access to any apparatus or
device used for measuring the same and to the records
thereof.
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