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SPECIAL REPORT OF THE METROPOLITAN
DISTRICT COMMISSION RELATIVE TO A
PUBLIC GOLF COURSE IN OR NEAR
MIDDLESEX FELLS RESERVATION.

[Metropolitan Affair

Metropolitan District Commission,
20 Somerset Street, Boston, December 1, 1931.

To the Honorable the Senate and Home of Representatives of Massachu-
Ms in General Court assembled.

On June 4, 1931, the following resolve, chapter 39, was
approved by the Governor:

Resolved, That the metropolitan district, commission is hereby au-
thorized and directed to investigate the feasibility and probable cost
of the construction of a public golf course in or adjacent to the Middle-
sex Fells reservation. Said commission shall include in its estimate
of cost the probable purchase price of any lands outside of said reser-
vation which may be necessary therefor. Said commission shall re-
port to the general court the results of its investigation and its recom-
mendations, if any, together with drafts of legislation to carry such
recommendations into effect, by filing the same with the clerk of the
house of representatives on or before the first Wednesday of December
in the current year.

The Commission, as directed, has investigated the
matters referred to in the resolve and submits the follow-
ing report:

In a previous report, House Document No. 150 of
1927, the Commission, after an investigation, reported
that in its opinion there was no land owned by the Com-
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rnonwealth on the north side of the Metropolitan District
suitable for the construction of a golf course, and if it
was desired to establish a public course in this section it
would be better policy and more economical to acquire
land suitable for the purpose.

After a further investigation the Commission is of the
same opinion. The land in the Middlesex Fells is rocky
and wooded, the area is broken by hills, by Spot Pond
Reservoir and the Winchester reservoirs, as well as the
several parkways and boulevards traversing it. There is
no general unbroken area sufficiently large for a course
where the expense would not be so heavy as to be im-
practicable.

Most of the land adjacent to the Fells has been de-
veloped for residential purposes. The areas not de-
veloped are generally rocky or low and wet.

It requires eighty acres or more for a nine-hole course,
and one hundred and twenty-five acres or more for
eighteen holes. There are several locations within a
comparatively short distance of the Fells, and reasonably
accessible to the cities and towns in the northerly part
of the Metropolitan District, where there are sufficiently
large areas for an eighteen-hole course. The Commission
has not been able to find any such area where a course
could be built without considerable expense, or where
land values are not higher than is desirable. While a
sufficient area adaptable for the purpose might be ac-
quired at somewhat smaller cost, it does not feel that less
than $5OO to $l,OOO an acre can be safely estimated as
the actual cost to acquire the land. At this rate it would
cost from $75,000 to $150,000 for sufficient land for an
eighteen-hole course. On any land found by the Com-
mission the cost of construction, including the necessary
buildings, would be between $lOO,OOO and $150,000 more,
making a total cost of $175,000 to $300,000 for land,
construction and buildings.

The Commission recommends, if the General Court
feels that the construction of a public golf course in this
section of the district is desirable, that the sum of $lOO,OOO
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be provided for the purchase of land for an eighteen-hole
course, and with authority to construct a nine-hole course
with suitable buildings. If this amount of money should
be insufficient a further appropriation can be considered
when the total amount required is more nearly deter-
mined.

A bill to carry this recommendation into effect ac-
companies this report.

Respectfully submitted,

DAVIS B. KENISTON,
FRANK A. BAYRD,
WM, F. ROGERS,
C. H. J. KIMBALL,
GEO. B. WASON,

Metropolitan District Commission.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Two.

An Act authorizing the Metropolitan District Commis-
sion to acquire Land for the Construction of a Public
Golf Course in or Near the Middlesex Fells Reser-
vation.

1 Section 1. The metropolitan district commission
2 is hereby authorized to acquire in fee, on behalf of the
3 commonwealth, by eminent domain under chapter
4 seventy-nine of the General Laws, or by purchase,
5 gift or otherwise, land adjacent to or near the Mid-
-6 dlesex Fells reservation, for the purposes of a public
7 golf course, and to construct, maintain and operate
8 on said land, or in part on said land and in part on
9 land of the commonwealth now controlled by said

10 commission, such a golf course, with the necessary
11 locker and service buildings; provided, that an amount
12 sufficient for the purposes hereof shall first have been
13 appropriated, the same to be assessed upon the mu-
-14 nicipalities of the metropolitan parks district.

1 Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:
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