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By Mr. Hagan of Somerville, petition of William H. Mitchell

and another, for the Liberal Civil League, Inc., for legislation
further to define the crime of eavesdropping. Judiciary (Joint).

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Two

An Act further Defining the Crime of Eavesdropping.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section ninety-nine of chapter two
2 hundred and seventy-two of the General Laws is
3 hereby amended by striking out after the word
4 “whoever” in the first line thereof the words “except
5 when authorized by written permission of the attor-
-6 ney general of the commonwealth, or of the district
7 attorney for the district”, ■— so as to read as fol-
-8 lows: Section 99. Whoever secretly overhears, or
9 attempts secretly to overhear, or to have any other

10 person secretly overhear, any spoken words in any
11 building by using a device commonly known as a
12 dictagraph or dictaphone, or however otherwise de-
-13 scribed, or any similar device or arrangement, or by
14 tapping any wire, with intent to procure information
15 concerning any official matter or to injure another,
16 shall be guilty of the crime of eavesdropping and
17 shall be punished by imprisonment for not more
18 than two years or by a fine of not more than one
19 thousand dollars, or both.
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1 Section 2. Section one hundred of said chapter
2 two hundred and seventy-two is hereby amended by
3 striking out after the word “whoever” in the first
4 line of said section the words “except when au-
-5 thorized under the preceding section ”, —so as to
6 read as follows: —Section 100. Whoever, either on
7 his own account or as the servant or agent of an-
-8 other, permits or acquiesces in the installing of a
9 device commonly known as a dictagraph or dicta-

-10 phone or any similar device or arrangement, or the
11 tapping of any wire, with intent to procure or know-
-12 ing or intending that it will be used to procure in-
-13 formation concerning any official matter or to injure
14,,another, shall be punished by imprisonment for not
15 more than two years or by a fine of not more than
16 one thousand dollars, or both.

1 Section 3. Section one hundred and one of said
2 chapter two hundred and seventy-two is hereby
3 amended by striking out after the word “ wire ” in
4 the fourth line of said section the words “ unless duly
5 authorized and unless done with the consent of the
6 owner or person in control of the building”, —so as
7 to read as follows: —-Section 101. Proof of the in-
S stallation in any building of any device or arrange-
-9 ment which may be used for the purpose of violat-

-10 ing the provisions of section ninety-nine by listening
11 to any spoken words or proof of the tapping of any
12 wire, shall be prima facie evidence of the commis-
-13 sion of the crime of eavesdropping; but nothing con-
-14 tained in this or the two preceding sections shall
15 render it unlawful for any person to install and use
16 such a device on premises under his exclusive con-
-17 trol.






