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chapter 30 of the General Laws, as amended by section
43 of chapter 362 of the Acts of 1923, copies of the
recommendations for legislation to be contained in the
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bill embodying the legislation recommended. These
drafts have been submitted to counsel for the House
of Representatives, as required by law.
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I. Changing the Name State Normal Schools to
State Teachers Colleges.

Acting under legislative authority, the Department of
Education has, since 1921, been granting the degree of
Bachelor of Science in Education to students who have
completed courses four years in length in the State nor-
mal schools. Four-year courses leading to the degree
are now offered in all of these institutions.

During the last decade a marked change has come
about in the name given to teacher-training institutions.
The name “ normal school ” has been gradually elim-
inated as not descriptive of the new type of institution
that has been developing. The predominating name
now in use for four-year professional schools for teach-
ers is “ teachers college.”

The city of Boston in 1924 was authorized by the
Legislature to change the name of its teacher-training
institution from the Boston Normal School to The
Teachers College of the City of Boston. The Depart-
ment appeared in favor of the legislation on the ground
that the new name was more descriptive of the work
of the institution, with its lengthened and broadened
courses, than the term “ normal school.”

Following is a brief summary of the situation:
1. An educational institution having four-year

courses beyond high school graduation, and granting the
baccalaureate degree, is usually called a college. The
term “ normal school ” was used to describe an institu-
tion with less than four years of work.

2. Each of the nine State normal schools in Massa-
chusetts now offers one or more four-year courses lead-
ing to the degree of Bachelor of Science in Education,
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thus giving the State a unified system of teacher-train-
ing institutions of college grade.

3. The great majority of the States of the Union
have already established four-year courses in their
teacher-training institutions with corresponding degrees,
and have very generally designated these institutions as
teachers colleges.

Chapter 368 of the Acts of 1930 provides for instruc-
tion of crippled children in their homes if so crippled
that they cannot attend the public schools.

When this bill was originally presented it called for
such educational opportunities for physically handi-
capped children who were unable to attend the public
school. In the various stages of revision the words
“ physically handicapped ” were changed to “crippled.”
This change partially defeats one purpose of the bill.
Of the several hundred children who should have this
instruction in their homes we find that nearly one-half
are children who are handicapped by heart trouble and
other physical conditions which make it impossible to
consider them as being crippled.

I recommend, therefore, that this law be amended by
striking out the word “ crippled ” and substituting in
place thereof the words “ physically handicapped.” This
will make legally available to all children of school age
and unable to attend the public schools educational ad-
vantages in their homes.

11. Educational Opportunities for Physically
Handicapped Children.




