
HOUSE 173
By Mr. Herter of Boston (by request), petition (accompanied

by bill, House, No. 173) of Theodore A. Lothrop and others for
a broadening of the law relative to prosecution and trial of persons
charged with contributing to juvenile waywardness or delinquency.
Judiciary (Joint).

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Two.

An Act relative to the Prosecution and Trial of Persons
charged with contributing to Juvenile Waywardness
or Delinquency.
Be it enacted by the Senate and Rouse of Repre-

sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Chapter one hundred and nineteen of
2 the General Laws is hereby amended by striking out
3 section sixty-three and inserting in place thereof the
4 following:
5 Section 63. Any person who shall be found to have
6 abetted, induced, caused, encouraged or contributed
7 towards the waywardness or delinquency of a minor
8 child, or to have acted in any way tending to cause
9 waywardness or delinquency of a child, may be

10 punished by a fine of not more than fifty dollars or
11 by imprisonment for not more than six months. The
12 court may release on probation, under section eighty-
-13 seven of chapter two hundred and seventy-six, sub-
-14 ject to such orders as it may make as to future
15 conduct tending to produce or contribute to such de-
-16 linquency or waywardness, or it may suspend sen-
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17 tence under section one of chapter two hundred and
18 seventy-nine, or before trial, with the defendant’s
19 consent, it may allow .the defendant to enter into a
20 recognizance, in such penal sum as the court may
21 order for the promotion of the future welfare of the
22 child, and the said case may then be placed on file.
23 The provisions for appeal and recognizance in section
24 fifty-six shall be applicable to cases arising hereun-
-25 der. The Boston juvenile court shall have jurisdic-
-26 tion, concurrent with the municipal court of the city
27 of Boston, of complaints hereunder.

1 Section 2. Said chapter one hundred and nine-
-2 teen is hereby further amended by striking out sec-
-3 tion sixty-five and inserting in place thereof the
4 following:
5 Section 65. Courts shall designate suitable times
6 for the hearing of cases of children under seventeen
7 years of age, which shall be called the juvenile ses-
-8 sion, for which a separate docket and record shall be
9 kept. Said session shall be separate from that for

10 the trial of criminal cases, shall not, except as here-
-11 inafter provided, be held in conjunction with other
12 business of the court, and shall be held in rooms not
13 used for criminal trials; and in places where no
14 separate juvenile court room is provided, hearings,
15 so far as possible, shall be held in chambers. No
16 minor shall be allowed to be present at any such
17 hearing unless his presence is necessary, either as a
18 party or as a witness, or, in the opinion of the court,
19 in the interests of justice, and the court may exclude
20 the general public from the room, admitting only
21 such persons as may have a direct interest in the
22 case. A complaint under section sixty-three may be
23 heard in said juvenile session.






