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By Mr. Herter of Boston (by request), petition (accompanied

by bill, House, No. 174) of Theodore A. Lothrop and others for
the appointment of probation officers for juvenile offenders in all
district courts and for the establishment of juvenile probation dis-
tricts. Public Welfare.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Two.

An Act providing for the Appointment of Probation
Officers for Juvenile Offenders and for the Establish-
ment of Juvenile Probation Districts.

Be it enacted by the Senate and Rouse of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Chapter two hundred and seventy-six of the Gen-
-2 eral Laws is hereby amended by inserting after sec-
-3 tion eighty-three the following new section:
4 Section 83A. Each district court, other than the
5 municipal court of the city of Boston and the Boston
6 juvenile court, the population of whose judicial dis-
-7 trict as ascertained by the last preceding national
8 or state census exceeds twenty-five thousand, shall
9 appoint, in the manner provided in section eighty-

-10 three, and subject to the provisions thereof, a proba-
ll tion officer for juveniles brought before said court,
12 other than its probation officer for adult cases. Uis-
-13 trict courts, the population of whose judicial districts,
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14 ascertained as aforesaid, is less than twenty-five
15 thousand, shall, for the purpose of procuring the
16 services of a probation officer for juveniles in said
17 courts, other than a probation officer for adult cases,
18 be combined by the administrative committee of the
19 district courts into juvenile probation districts. The
20 justices of the courts constituting such a district,
21 acting jointly, shall appoint, and, subject to the
22 approval of the county commissioners of the county
23 or counties wherein the constituent courts are situ-
-24 ated, fix the compensation of, such probation officer
25 for juveniles, and such compensation, together with
26 the expenses of said officer, shall be apportioned from
27 time to time among the constituent courts by the
28 said administrative courts and paid by the proper
29 county or counties. A district juvenile probation
30 officer shall attend the juvenile session of each such
31 court, and shall act as probation officer in said court
32 in all respects as if appointed for sole service therein.
33 If a probation officer for juveniles appointed under
34 this section is a woman, she shall also, if the court
35 directs, perform the duties of a probation officer in
36 relation to cases arising under chapter two hundred
37 and seventy-three. No person shall be appointed a
38 probation officer under this section unless his quali-
-39 fications in respect to character, ability and training
40 are certified to by the board of probation. Such an
41 officer shall be subject to removal by the appointing
42 authority.
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