
HOUSE 226

INITIATIVE PETITION OF PETER J. DONOVAN
AND OTHERS FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT
OF A BOARD OF EXAMINATION AND
REGISTRATION TO REGULATE THE
PRACTICE OF CHIROPRACTIC.

tide XLVIII of the Amend-
The Initiative. 11. Initia-
transmit herewith an initia-

Under the provisions of Ar
ments to the Constitution, “

five Petitions. Section 4”, I
tive petition, accompanied by a bill entitled “An Act
establishing a Board of Examination and Registration to
regulate the Practice of Chiropractic.” This petition,
signed by ten qualified voters, and with the requisite
certificate of the Attorney General attached, was filed
with the Secretary of the Commonwealth October 23,
1931; and on December 2, 1931, 39,575 subsequent signa-
tures of qualified voters had been filed.

Respectfully

Secretary of the Commonwealth

Cfjc Commontuealtb of cpassadnisetts

F. W. COOK
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Initiative Petition
Boston, October 23, 1931.

Sec Cc

The undersigned qualified voters respectfully petition,
under Article XLVIII of the Amendments to the Consti-
tution governing the popular initiative, viz., “The Ini-
tiative” 11, Section 3, for “An Act establishing a Board of
Examination and Registration to Regulate the Practice of
Chiropractic”

PETER J. DONOVAN,
55 Idaho Street, Boston.

HERBERT J. BASSETT,
443 Broadway, Boston.

MICHAEL J. DOOLIN,
26 Potosi Street, Boston.

FRANCIS X. SHEEHAN
21 Regina Road, Boston.

RICHARD T. HOWARD
54 Nonantum Street, Boston.

JOSEPH A. CONWAY,
12 O Street, Hull.

WILLIAM G. EATON,
236 Nantasket Road, Hull.

AMBROSE J. EATON,
236 Nantasket Road, Hull.

WALTER E. CORKUM,
25 Rockview Road, Hull.

HARRISON F. GARDNER,
158 Spring Street, Hull.
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An Act establishing a Board of Examination and
Registration to regulate the Practice of
Chiropractic.

Be it enacted hy the People, and under their authority

Section 1. Chapter thirteen of the General Laws is
hereby amended by adding at the end thereof the follow-
ing sections which sections shall be numbered beginning
with the number following the number of the last section
in this chapter. There shall be a board of registration of
chiropractors, in this and the two following sections called
the board, consisting of three members. Said members
shall have been residents of the commonwealth for at least
three years, shall be graduates of a legally chartered
chiropractic school, college or university having the power
to confer degrees in chiropractic, and shall submit a certifi-
cate of personal attendance in said school, college or
university. Members of the board shall be appointed by
the governor, with the advice and consent of the council
for terms of three years. Upon their appointment they
shall be deemed to have been duly registered as chiro-
practors under the provisions of this chapter.

The board shall hold regular meetings to examine
applicants and for the transaction of business, commencing
on the first Tuesday of June and December, in each year.
Special meetings may be called by the chairman and secre-
tary upon thirty days’ notice printed in a newspaper of
general circulation in the commonwealth. The board shall
nnually choose a chairman and secretary.
The board shall have authority to administer oaths,

take affidavits, summon witnesses and take testimony as
to matters pertaining to their several duties, adopt a seal
which shall be affixed to all licenses issued, adopt reason-
able rules and regulations for the transaction of business
and by-laws relating to the enforcement of the provisions
of sections which for the purpose of this act are designated
as sections eighty-seven T to eighty-seven Z nine of chap-
ter one hundred and twelve of the General Laws and
which shall be numbered in that manner unless through
further legislation these numbers have been added to this
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chapter in connection with added sections in which case
these sections shall be renumbered, but the reference to
the above numbers shall be construed to apply to the
following sections numbered in this act as eighty-seven T
to eighty-seven Z nine, of chapter one hundred and
twelve of the General Laws.

At the request of the board, an office in the state house
where meetings may be held shall be provided.

All fees received by the secretary and not returned to
the applicant shall be paid monthly into the state treas-
ury. Each member of the board shall receive compensa-
tion for each day actually spent in the discharge of his
duties and also the necessary travelling expenses actually
incurred in connection with his duties; also the secretary
may expend such amounts for books, stationery, postage
and other necessary expenses authorized by the board as
shall annually be appropriated therefor. Such compensa-
tion and expenses shall not exceed in the aggregate the

mounts paid into the state treasury as aforesaid

Section 2. Subject to numbering as provided in
section one, chapter one hundred and twelve of the
General Laws is hereby further amended by inserting at
the end thereof under the title “Registration of Chiroprac-
tors,” the following new sections:

Section 87 T. Chiropractic or the system, method or
science commonly known as chiropractic, for the purposes
of this act shall have the following meaning, namely the
science or practice of locating and adjusting by hand the
malpositions of the articulations of the human spine. No
practitioner of chiropractic, commonly called a chiro-
practor, shall, unless registered as a physician or surgeon
under this chapter, practice obstetrics, or administer
drugs or perform surgical operations by the use of instru-
ments, or hold himself out as and for other than a
chiropractor.

Section 87U. The board of registration of chiro-
practors, in this and the five following sections, called
the board, may, subject to the approval of the governor
and council, make and shall publish necessary rules and
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regulations for the proper conduct of its duties, shall
keep a full record of its proceedings and a record of the
names of all persons examined or registered by it. Such
rules, regulations and records shall be open to public
inspection in the office of the board of registration of
chiropractors.

Section 87V. Any person, before engaging in the
practice of chiropractic in this commonwealth, shall make
application to the board, on a form prescribed and
furnished by it, for a certificate to practice chiropractic.
Said application shall be filed with the secretary of the
board, at least seven days before the date of examination,
and shall be accompanied by an examination fee of
twenty-five dollars. Each applicant shall present satis-
factory evidence in the form of affidavits properly sworn
to that he is over twenty-one years of age, of good moral
character and has graduated from a reputable chiro-
practic school, university or college as defined in the
following section.

Section 87W. A chiropractic school, university or
college shall be considered reputable which possesses the
following qualifications:

First, It shall be incorporated and authorized by it
charter to confer the degree of doctor of chiropractic;

Second, It shall give a course of at least twenty-two
hundred sixty-minute daylight hours to matriculants
possessing the educational qualifications required for
graduation from a public high school;

Third, It shall confer such degree only after personal
ttendance of the applicant therefor at such course, and

upon completion thereof
Section 87X. Any person holding a license or certificate

issued by a chiropractic board of any other state main-
taining standards at least equal to those of this com-
monwealth, may be registered by the board upon the
payment of a fee of twenty-five dollars and the production
to the board of his diploma, the certificate or license
issued in such other state and satisfactory evidence of
good moral character, and thereupon shall be entitled to
a certificate of registration.
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Section 87 Y. The board may refuse to grant a cer-
tificate to any person who has been convicted of a felony,
who has been guilty of unprofessional conduct, or who is
addicted to any vice to such a degree as to render him,
in the opinion of the board, unfit to practice chiropractic,
and may at any time for cause, after due notice and hear-
ing, revoke a certificate already issued.

Section 87Z. The board shall examine each applicant
as to his qualifications for the practice of chiropractic.
Such examination may be wholly or in part in writing,
and in the English language, and shall be of a scientific
and practical character, and shall include the subjects of
anatomy, physiology, symptomatology, hygiene, sanita-
tion, chemistry, histology, pathology, chiropractic analy-
sis and the principles and practice of chiropractic as taught
in reputable chiropractic schools and colleges, and may
include practical demonstrations. Any applicant whom
the board finds qualified to practice chiropractic shall be
registered as a chiropractor by the board and shall
receive a certificate of such registration signed by its
chairman and secretary.

Section 87Z2. The certificate mentioned in the pre-
ceding section shall entitle its holder to practice chiro-
practic in this commonwealth, shall designate him as a
chiropractor and shall be publicly displayed at his prin-
cipal place of business so long as he shall continue to
practise chiropractic.

Section 87Z3. Whoever, without holding a certificate
in full force and effect issued by the board, practices or
attempts to practice chiropractic in treating diseases of
the human body, or uses any of the titles, words or letters,
“chiropractic”, “chiropractic practitioner”, “doctor of
chiropractic”, “D. C.”, or any other titles or letters,
either alone or with qualifying words or phrases in such
circumstances as to indicate that he is engaged in the
practice of chiropractic, or whoever buys, sells or fraudu-
lently obtains any diploma, license, or record of regis-
tration to practice chiropractic or aids or abets in same,
shall be punished by a fine of not less than fifty nor more
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than five hundred dollars, or by imprisonment for not
less than thirty days nor more than one year, or both.

Section 87Z4- The board shall annually, on or before
the first day of January, make a report to the governor
containing a full and complete account of all its official
acts during the preceding year and setting forth the
condition of chiropractic in the commonwealth.

Section 87Z5. Every registered chiropractor, upon
commencing to practice, either by himself or associated
with or in the employ of another, shall forthwith notify the
board of his office address or addresses, and every regis-
tered chiropractor practicing as aforesaid shall annually,
before April first, pay to the board a license fee of five
dollars. Every registered chiropractor shall also promptly
notify the board of any change in his office address or
addresses and from time to time shall furnish such other
information to the board as it may require.

The board may suspend the authority of any registered
chiropractor to practice chiropractic for failure to comply
with any of the above requirements. The board shall
publish annually complete lists of the names and office
addresses of all chiropractors registered and practicing in
the commonwealth, arranged alphabetically by name and
also by the names of the towns where their various offices
are situated.

Section 87Z6. The initial appointments to the board
of registration of chiropractors shall, within sixty days
after the effective date hereof, be made by the governor,
with the advice and consent of the council. One of the said
members shall be appointed for the term of one year, one
for the term oftwo years, and the other for the term of three
years, and each shall serve until the qualification of his
successor.

Section 87Z7. Section seven of said chapter one hun-
dred and twelve, as amended by statute nineteen hun-
dred and thirty-one, chapter four hundred and twenty-
six, is hereby further amended by inserting after the
word “gratuitously” the words: —, registered chiro-
practors,— so as to read as follows: Section 7. Sec-
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tions two to six, inclusive, and section eight shall not be
held to discriminate against any particular school or
system of medicine, to prohibit medical or surgical

rvice in a case of emergency, or to prohibit the domestic
administration of family remedies. They shall not ap-
ply to a commissioned medical officer of the United

tes army, navy or marine hospital service in the per-
rmance of his official duty; to an interne or medical

officer registered as provided in section nine, while en-
gaged in the practice of medicine as authorized by said
section; to an assistant in medicine registered as pro-
vided in section nine A, while engaged in the practice of
medicine as authorized by said section; to a physician or
nrgeon resident in another state who is a legal practi-

tioner therein, when in actual consultation with a legal
practitioner of this commonwealth; to a physician au-
thorized to practice medicine in another state, when he
is called as the family physician to attend a person tempo-
rarily abiding in this commonwealth; nor to registered
pharmacists in prescribing gratuitously, registered chiro-
practors, clairvoyants or persons practicing hypnotism,
magnetic healing, mind cure, massage, Christian science
or cosmopathic method of healing, if they do not violate
any provision of the preceding sections.

Section 87Z8. Any person who has been a resident of
this commonwealth for at least one year next prior to the
effective date of this act and has a diploma issued prior to
said effective date by a legally chartered chiropractic
school, university or college having the power to confer
degrees in chiropractic may, within ninety days after such
effective date and upon the payment of a fee of ten dollars,
apply for a certificate of registration as a chiropractor,
which certificate may be granted by the board at its dis-
cretion without examination.

Section 87Z9. In the event of death of a patient under
the care of a chiropractor the said chiropractor shall call
the medical examiner of the district where the death
occurred.
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Certificate of the Attorney General.
I hereby certify that the within measure, entitled “An

Act establishing a Board of Examination and Registration
to regulate the Practice of Chiropractic,” is in proper form
for submission to the people and that it is not, either
affirmatively or negatively, substantially the same as any
measure which has been qualified for submission or sub-
mitted to the people within three years of the succeeding
first Wednesday in December, and that it contains only
subjects not excluded from the popular initiative and
which are related or which are mutually dependent.

JOSEPH E. WARNER
Attorney General.
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