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By Mr. Mohr of Cambridge, petition of Harry C. Mohr for leg;
lation to regulate repossession of motor vehicles, furniture and othcn of motor vehicle;
personal property on conditional sale. Legal Affairs

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Two.

An Act to regulate the Repossession of Motor Vehicles,
Furniture and Effects Sold on Conditional Sale.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

Clic Commontoealtj) of QUasgac&usetts

1 Section 1. Section twelve of chapter two hun-
-2 dred and fifty-five of the General Laws is hereby
3 amended by inserting after the word “of” in the first
4 line the words; motor vehicles, so as to read as
5 follows: Section 12. Such contracts for the sale of
6 motor vehicles, furniture or other household effects
7 in the form of a lease or otherwise shall be in writing
8 and a copy thereof shall be furnished to the vendee
9 by the vendor at the time of such sale; and all pay-

-10 ments made by or in behalf of the vendee and all
11 charges in the nature of interest or otherwise, as they
12 accrue shall, if the vendee so requests, be indorsed by
13 the vendor or his agent upon such copy. A failure of
14 the vendor through negligence to comply with any
15 provisions of this section shall suspend his rights
16 under the contract while the failure continues. His
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17 refusal or wilful or fraudulent failure so to comply
18 shall be a waiver by him of the condition of the sale.

1 Section 2. Section thirteen of the same chapter is
2 hereby amended by inserting after the word “said”
3 in the first and third lines the words: motor ve-
-4 hides, and by striking out in lines ten, eleven and
5 twelve the words “if seventy-five per cent or more
6 of the contract price has been paid by a vendee whose
7 right of redemption has expired, the furniture or
8 effects shall if” and inserting in place thereof the
9 following: If less than fifty per cent of the contract

10 price has been paid by the vendee at the time the
11 vendor takes possession of said motor vehicle, furni-
-12 ture or effects the contract shall become null and
13 void, and the vendee shall be relieved of all further
14 obligations. If fifty per cent or over of the contract
15 price has been paid at the time the vendor takes
16 possession, the goods shall be appraised at their fair
17 market value and an itemized report made to the
18 vendee within twenty days from the time of the
19 seizure by the vendor, said report showing the amount
20 due either the vendor or the vendee. If this appraisal
21 is not satisfactory to the vendee the goods shall, if
22 within ten days from the receipt of the appraisal
23 report, —so as to read as follows: Section 13.
24 Thirty days at least before taking possession of said
25 motor vehicle, furniture or effects for default of the
26 vendee, the vendor shall demand in writing of the
27 vendee or other person in charge of said motor vehicle,
28 furniture or effects the balance then due, and shall
29 furnish to said vendee or other person an itemized
30 statement of the account showing the amount due
31 thereon. If said vendee or other person can by the
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32 exercise of reasonable care and diligence be found by
33 the vendor, the fifteen days during which his right of
34 redemption exists under section eleven shall not begin
35 to run until said demand has been made, said state-
-36 ment furnished, and said thirty days have expired.
37 If less than fifty per cent of the contract price has
38 been paid by the vendee at the time the vendor takes
39 possession of said motor vehicle, furniture or effects
40 the contract shall become null and void, and the
41 vendee shall be relieved of all further obligations.
42 If fifty per cent or over of the contract price has been
43 paid at the time the vendor takes possession, the
44 goods shall be appraised at their fair market value
45 and an itemized report made to the vendee within
46 twenty days from the time of the seizure by the
47 vendor, said report showing the amount due either
48 the vendor or the vendee. If this appraisal is not
49 satisfactory to the vendee the goods shall, if within
50 ten days from the receipt of the appraisal report the
51 vendee or his legal representative in writing so requests
52 the vendor, be sold by public auction after due ad-
-53 vertisement, which shall be published at least three
54 days prior to the sale in one of the principal news-
-55 papers, if any, published in the town, otherwise in
56 one of the principal newspapers published in the
57 county, where the furniture or effects are situated.
58 If the vendor refuses or neglects to make the sale as
59 provided herein, the right of redemption shall not be
60 foreclosed. If a balance of the proceeds of the sale
61 remains after deducting the actual expenses of the
62 sale by auction and paying from said proceeds to the
63 vendor the balance of the contract price due him, it
64 shall be paid to the vendee or his legal representative.
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