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By Mr. Edward J. Kelley of Worcester, petition of George M.
Kline relative to the disposition of unclaimed belongings of inmates
of state hospitals. State Administration.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Two.

An Act to provide for the Disposal of Unclaimed Belong-
ings at Certain State Hospitals, known as “Patients’
Valuables.”

1 Chapter one hundred and twenty-three of the Gen-
-2 eral Laws is hereby amended by inserting after section
3 thirty-nine A, inserted by section one of chapter one
4 hundred and seventy-six of the acts of nineteen hun-
-5 dred and thirty, the following new section:
6 Section SOB. Such belongings of patients, known
7 as “Patients’ Valuables,” belonging to, or deposited
8 for the benefit of, patients who have been discharged
9 or have escaped from any state hospital, which shall

10 have remained unclaimed for more than one year,
11 all known next of kin having been notified by the
12 superintendent of such state hospital in writing, shall
13 be disposed of in the following manner: The superin-
-14 tendent of the hospital, together with a representa-
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15 live named by the department, shall constitute a
16 board who shall pass upon the same. The board shall
17 decide as to whether the article has any sales value
18 and, if so, shall obtain prices from at least three
19 reputable dealers in like articles, and shall sell the
20 same to the one offering the highest price. The pro-
-21 ceeds shall be credited to the account of the patient
22 upon the books of the institution as "Patients’
23 Funds” and disposed of as provided in section thirty-
-24 nine A. If in the opinion of the board the article has
25 no sales value, it may dispose of same in such manner
26 as it may deem proper. A complete record of each
27 transaction shall be made and signed by both mem-
-28 bers of the board and filed with the other records at
29 the hospital dealing with the patient whose belongings
30 have thus been disposed of.






