
By Mr. Day of Hopkinton, petition of Eliza W. M. Bridges that
moderators at town meetings be required to present for action all
articles contained in the warrants for said meetings. Towns.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Two.

An Act to Further Define the Duties of Moderators at
Town Meetings.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section fifteen of chapter thirty-nine of the Gen-
-2 eral Laws is hereby amended by adding at the end
3 of the first paragraph the following: The moder-
-4 ator shall put before the meeting for action thereon
5 all articles contained in the warrant for said meet-
-6 ing, —so as to read as follows: —Section 15. The
7 moderator shall preside and regulate the proceedings,
8 decide all questions of order, and make public dec-
-9 laration of all votes, and may administer in open

10 meeting the oath of office to any town officer chosen
11 thereat. If a vote so declared is immediately ques-
-12 tioned by seven or more voters, he shall verify it by
13 polling the voters or by dividing the meeting unless
14 the town has by a previous order or by by-law pro-
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15 vided another method. If a two thirds vote of a
16 town meeting is required by statute, the count shall
17 be taken, and the vote shall be recorded in the rec-
-18 ords by the clerk; but if the vote is unanimous, a
19 count need not be taken, and the clerk shall record
20 the vote as unanimous. The moderator shall put
21 before the meeting for action thereon all articles con-
-22 tained in the warrant for said meeting.

23 A town may pass by-laws, subject to this section,
24 for the regulation of the proceedings at town meet-
-25 ings. Such by-laws shall be approved and published
26 in the manner prescribed by section thirty-two of
27 chapter forty.






