
By Mr. Fitzgerald of Boston, petition of Peter J. Fitzgerald for
legislation to provide for local control of blasting operations. Pub-
lic Safety.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Two.

An Act providing for the Local Control of Blasting
Operations.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section nine of chapter one hundred
2 and forty-eight of the General Laws, as appearing in
3 section one of chapter three hundred and ninety-
-4 nine of the acts of nineteen hundred and thirty, is
5 hereby amended by adding thereto the following:
6 and may therein provide for the issuance and revo-
-7 cation of permits by the head of the fire department
8 or other municipal board or officer authorizing the
9 use of dynamite and other explosives in blasting

10 rock, stone and other substances, and prohibiting
11 such use except in pursuance of such a permit in
12 full force and effect, —so as to read as follows:
13 Section 9. The department shall make rules and
14 regulations for the keeping, storage, use, manufac-
-15 ture, sale, handling, transportation or other disposi-
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16 tion of gunpowder, dynamite, crude petroleum or
17 any of its products, or explosive or inflammable
18 fluids or compounds, tablets, torpedoes or any ex-
-19 plosives of a like nature, or any other explosives, fire-
-20 works, firecrackers, or any substance having such
21 properties that it may spontaneously, or acting
22 under the influence of any contiguous substance, or
23 of any chemical or physical agency, ignite, or in-
-24 flame or generate inflammable or explosive vapors
25 or gases to a dangerous extent, and may prescribe
26 the location, materials and construction of buildings
27 to be used for any of the said purposes, except that
28 cities and towns may by ordinances or by-laws pro-
-29 hibit the sale or use of fireworks or firecrackers
30 within the city or town, or tmay limit the time
31 within which firecrackers and torpedoes may be
32 used. Such rules and regulations shall require per-
-33 sons keeping, storing, using, selling, manufacturing,
34 handling or transporting dynamite or other high ex-
-35 plosives to make reports to the department in such
36 particulars and in such detail that the quantity and
37 location thereof will always be a matter of authentic
38 record in the department. Cities and towns may
39 also make and enforce ordinances and by-laws, not
40 inconsistent with said rules and regulations, relative
41 to the subject matter of this section, in addition to
42 such as it may make as aforesaid relative to fire-
-43 works and firecrackers, and may therein provide
44 for the issuance and revocation of permits by the
45 head of the fire department or other municipal board
46 or officer, authorizing the use of dynamite and other
47 explosives in blasting rock, stone and other sub-
-48 stances, and prohibiting such use except in pursuance
49 of such a permit in full force and effect.
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1 Section 2. Said chapter one hundred and forty-
-2 eight is hereby amended by striking out section
3 twenty-one, as so appearing, and inserting in place
4 thereof the following:
5 Section 21. The superior court shall have juris-
-6 diction in equity, upon the petition of the common-
-7 wealth or of a city or town, to enforce the laws of
8 the commonwealth, the regulations of the depart-
-9 ment, and the ordinances and by-laws of a city or

10 town, relative to the blasting of rock, stone or other
11 substance with any explosive.




