
By Mr. Anderson of Boston, petition of the Massachusetts Tax
Association for legislation regulating the method of assessment and
collection of poll taxes and fixing the rate thereof. Taxation.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Two.

An Act regulating the Method of Assessment and Col-
lection of the Poll Tax upon Inhabitants of the Com-
monwealth and fixing the Rate Thereof.

1 Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would
2 tend to defeat its purpose, therefore it is hereby
3 declared to be an emergency law, necessary for the
4 immediate preservation of the public convenience.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-

sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

HOUSE No. 812

Clje CommontoealtJ) of Massachusetts

1 Section 1. Section one of chapter fifty-nine of
2 the General Laws is hereby amended by striking out
3 said section and inserting in place thereof the fol-
-4 lowing:

5 Section 1. In the year nineteen hundred and
6 thirty-two and annually thereafter a poll tax shall
7 be assessed in each town, at the rate fixed in the
8 manner provided in section one A, upon each in-
-9 habitant thereof above the age of twenty, whether

10 a citizen of the United States or an alien.
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1 Section 2. Chapter fifty-nine of the General Laws
2 is hereby further amended by inserting immediately
3 after section one thereof the following new sections:
4 Section IA. The assessors in each town shall
5 annually in the manner provided in section twenty-
-6 three determine the aggregate sum of all amounts
7 appropriated, granted or lawfully expended by their
8 respective towns since the last preceding annual
9 assessment and not provided for therein, of all amounts

10 required by law to be raised by taxation by said
11 towns during said year, of all debt and interest charges
12 matured and maturing during the year and not other-
-13 wise provided for, of all amounts necessary to satisfy
14 final judgments against said towns, and of all abate-

-15 ments granted on account of the tax assessment of
16 any year in excess of the overlay of that year and
17 not otherwise provided for. The assessors shall di-
-18 vide per cent of said aggregate sum by the
19 number of inhabitants of said town, as determined
20 by the preceding national or state census, and the
21 quotient shall be the poll tax rate per poll in said
22 town for the purpose of the tax imposed by section
23 one.
24 Section 18. Women, who are inhabitants of the
25 commonwealth, of the following classes, in addition
26 to those exempt by virtue of the provisions of clause
27 eighteenth of section five, shall be exempt from the
28 tax imposed by section one:
29 (a) Any woman who does not receive an annual
30 income in her own right of more than eight hundred
31 dollars, provided, however, that no such woman shall
32 be exempt if she is married to a male inhabitant who
33 pays any tax under the provisions of chapter sixty-

-34 two.
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35 (6) Any woman who is the sole support of a parent,
36 grandparent, minor son, minor daughter, minor
37 nephew, minor niece, or of any relative by reason
38 of age, disease, or infirmity unable to support him-
-39 self, or any woman who contributes more than one
40 hundred and fifty dollars in each year to the support
41 of any such relative; but no woman, whose total
42 income from all sources, claiming exemption under
43 this clause exceeds fifteen hundred dollars per year
44 shall be entitled to an exemption by virtue of this
45 clause.
46 (c) The wife or widow of any person entitled to
47 any exemption by virtue of the provisions of clauses
48 twenty-second or twenty-third of section five.
49 An exemption under this section shall be granted
50 by the assessors only upon written application upon
51 a form to be prescribed by the commissioner and
52 after the assessors are satisfied that the applicant is
53 entitled to such exemption. The assessors may re-
-54 quire from any applicant such information as may
55 be necessary to enable them to determine whether
56 the applicant is entitled to such exemption. If the
57 assessors grant exemption to an applicant in any
58 one year, they may exempt such applicant in any
59 succeeding year without further application if they
60 are satisfied that the applicant continues to be en-
-61 titled to such exemption.

1 Section 3. Nothing in this act shall be construed
2 as affecting any provision of chapter three hundred
3 and ninety-eight of the acts of nineteen hundred
4 and thirty-one.




