
By Mr. Anderson of Boston, petition of the Massachusetts
County Commissioners’ Association relative to the disposition of
certain fines and fees collected in the Superior Court and the dis-
trict courts. Ways and Means (Joint).

In tlje Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Two.

An Act relative to the Disposition of Certain Fines in
the Superior and District Courts.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section thirty-four of chapter ninety,
2 General Laws, as amended by chapter three hundred
3 and sixteen, section six, of the acts of nineteen hun-
-4 dred and twenty-eight, and by chapter three hundred
5 and forty-three, section four, of the acts of the year
6 nineteen hundred and twenty-nine, is hereby further
7 amended by striking out therefrom the words “and
8 fines” where they appear in the first and sixth lines
9 thereof, so that said section shall read as follows;

10 Section SJf. The fees received under the preceding
11 sections, together with all other fees received by the
12 registrar or any other person under the laws of the
13 commonwealth relating to the use and operation of
14 motor vehicles and trailers, shall be paid by the
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15 registrar or by the person collecting the same into
16 the treasury of the commonwealth, and said fees,
17 together with all contributions and assessments paid
18 into the state treasury by cities, towns or counties
19 for maintaining, repairing, improving and construct-

-20 ing ways, whether before or after the work is corn-
el pleted, and all refunds and rebates made on account
22 of expenditures on ways by the department of public
23 works, and all receipts paid into the treasury of the
24 commonwealth under the provisions of chapter sixty-
-25 four A, shall be credited on the books of the com-
-26 monwealth to a fund to be known as the Highway
27 Fund. Said Highway Fund, subject to appropriation,
28 shall be used as follows:
29 (1) Such portion as is authorized shall be expended
30 to carry out the provisions of law relative to the use
31 and operation of motor vehicles and trailers and for
32 expenses authorized to administer the law relative
33 to the taxation of the sales of gasoline and certain
34 other motor vehicle fuel;

35 (2) The balance then remaining shall be used:
36 (a) For expenditure, under the direction of said
37 department, for maintaining, repairing, improving
38 and constructing town and county highways together
39 with any money which any town or county may
40 appropriate for said purpose to be used on the same
41 highways. The said ways shall remain town or
42 county ways. In this subdivision the word “town”
43 shall include city;
44 ( b) For expenditure, under the direction of said
45 department, for maintaining, repairing and improv-
-46 ing state highways and bridges;
47 (c) For expenditure, under the direction of said
48 department, in addition to federal aid payments
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49 received under section thirty of chapter eighty-one,
50 for construction of state highways;
51 (d) For expenditure, under the direction of said
52 department, for engineering services and expenses,
53 for care, repair, storage, replacement and purchase
54 of road building machinery and tools, for snow re-
-55 moval, for the erection and maintenance of direction
56 signs and warning signs, and for the care of shrubs
57 and trees on state highways, and for expenses inci-
-58 dental to the foregoing or incidental to the purposes
59 specified in subdivisions (a), (6) or (c) of this clause;
60 (e) To meet interest, sinking fund and serial pay-
-61 ments on state highway and western Massachusetts
62 highway and abolition of grade crossing bonds;
63 (/) To meet the commonwealth’s share of the
64 interest, sinking fund and serial payments on metro-
-65 politan parks loans, series two, and to pay such sums
66 as the commonwealth may be required to pay out
67 of receipts from motor vehicle fees for particular
68 traffic routes now or hereafter authorized;
69 (g) For expenditure, under the direction of the
70 metropolitan district commission, to meet the com-
-71 monwealth’s share of the cost of maintenance of
72 boulevards in the metropolitan parks district under
73 section fifty-six of chapter ninety-two, and the com-
-74 monwealth’s share of the cost of construction of
75 boulevards within said district now or hereafter
76 authorized.
77 (h) For expenditure, under the direction of the
78 department of public safety, for the maintenance,
79 in part, of the division of state police.

1 Section 2. Section two of chapter two hundred
2 and eighty, General Laws, as amended by chapter
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3 four hundred and twenty-six, section three hundred
4 and sixteen, of the acts of the year nineteen hundred
5 and thirty-one, is hereby amended by striking out
6 the last sentence thereof, so that said section shall
7 read as follows:
8 Section 2. A fine or forfeiture imposed by the
9 superior court shall, except as otherwise provided, be

10 paid over to the treasurer of the county where the
11 proceeding in which the fine or forfeiture was im-
-12 posed was tried, or in Suffolk county to the collector
13 of Boston, except that in cases appealed from dis-
-14 trict courts or trial justices in counties other than
15 Suffolk, the fine or forfeiture shall be paid into the
16 treasury of the county where it was imposed, and
17 the treasurer of the said county shall pay to the
18 town where the offence was committed the costs as
19 certified by the clerk of the inferior court from which
20 the case was appealed. A fine or forfeiture imposed
21 by a district court or trial justice shall, except as
22 otherwise provided, be paid to the county where the
23 crime or offence was committed. If the whole or
24 any part of a fine is by law payable to a complainant
25 or informant or to a person or corporation as bene-
-26 ficiary, the court or trial justice may apportion the
27 fine or forfeiture between such complainant, inform-
-28 ant or other beneficiary and the county, respectively.


