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By Mr. Sawyer of Ware, petition of Roland D. Sawyer and Albert
C. Bray relative to dissolution of churches and religious societies in
the towns of Dana, Enfield, Greenwich, New Salem, Pelham and
Prescott on account of construction of reservoirs and other metro-
politan water works in the valley of Swift River. Water Supply.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Two.

An Act relative to the Winding up and Dissolution of
Churches and Religious Societies affected by the Con-
struction of Reservoirs and Other Works in the Swift
River Valley.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section twenty-six of chapter three
2 hundred and twenty-one of the acts of nineteen hun-
-3 dred and twenty-seven is hereby amended by inserting
4 after the word “Salem” in the second line the follow-
-5 ing: , Pelham, and also by striking out, in the
6 third line, the word “five” and inserting in place
7 thereof the word: ten, so that the first sentence
8 will read as follows: Any church or religious society
9 established in the towns of Dana, Enfield, Greenwich,
10 New Salem, Pelham or Prescott may within ten years
11 from the passage of this act file in the probate court
12 or in the supreme judicial court for the county in which
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13 such town is located a petition in equity representing
14 that by reason of the construction of the reservoirs and
15 other works contemplated by this act it will be im-
-16 practicable for such church or religious society there-
-17 after to continue its services of worship or otherwise
18 to carry out the purposes for which it was established
19 and thereupon, after such notice to the attorney
20 general and other persons interested as the court in
21 which such petition is filed may direct, said court may
22 authorize such church or religious society to convey
23 by deed all property real and personal held by it for
24 its own purposes or upon any trust (including the
25 beneficial interest in any trust property held for the
26 benefit of such church or religious society, also any
27 and all contingent rights and interests and any right
28 to damages vested in such church or religious society
29 under the terms of chapter three hundred and seventy-
-30 five of the acts of nineteen hundred and twenty-six or
31 under the terms of this act) to such appropriate person
32 or corporation as the court may determine, to be held
33 and administered by such person or corporation in such
34 manner and upon such trusts as the court may desig-
-35 nate and may further direct that upon the making of
36 such conveyance and upon the filing of a certified copy
37 of the deed and of the decree authorizing the same in
38 the office of the secretary of the commonwealth such
39 church or religious corporation shall be deemed to be
40 dissolved.

1 Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.






