
House of Representatives, April 29, 1932.

The committee on Municipal Finance, to whom was
referred the petition (accompanied by bill, House, No.
1021) of James M. Curley, mayor, that the city of Boston
be authorized to borrow money for construction of a new
street from Merrimac and Portland Streets to Hanover
Street and for reconstruction of a part of Causeway
Street, report the accompanying bill (House, No. 1404).

For the committee,

A. M. ESTABROOK.

No. 1404HOUSE
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Two.

An Act relative to the Construction of a Vehicular
Tunnel between Boston Proper and East Boston.

1 Section 1. Section one of chapter two hundred and
2 ninety-seven of the acts of nineteen hundred and
3 twenty-nine is hereby amended by inserting after the
4 word “tunnel” in the fifteenth line at the end of the
5 first sentence of said section the words “and in ad-
-6 dition, the laying out, widening, relocating, recon-

-7 structing, extending and constructing to a width of
8 not less than eighty feet nor more than ninety feet
9 as may be determined by the department with the
10 approval of the mayor, of a street beginning on

11 Merrimac street at its intersection with Portland
12 and Chardon streets and extending over public ways

13 and private property along the southerly side of
14 Merrimac street to Friend street and on the northerly

15 and southerly side of Merrimac street from Friend
16 street to and including Haymarket square and thence
17 along or adjacent to Cross street to Hanover street
18 including the construction of a traffic circle and
19 pedestrian underpasses in Haymarket square; said
20 widening, relocating and reconstructing shall be made

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:
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21 in substantial conformity with the lines shown on a

22 plan attached herewith, the original of which is filed
23 with said transit department, entitled ‘Proposed Im-
-21 provement of Haymarket Square, Cross St. from
25 Haymarket Square to Hanover St., and Merrmac
26 St. from Haymarket Square to Chardon St.’, dated
27 April 27, 1932,” so that said section shall read as

28 follows: Section 1. The city of Boston, hereinafter
29 called the city, acting by the transit department of
30 the city of Boston, hereinafter called the department,
31 shall proceed with the laying out and construction of
32 a tunnel which shall consist of two or more roadways
33 or lanes for vehicular traffic contained in one or two
34 tubes, with or without physical connection, under
35 Boston harbor from a convenient point or points in
36 Boston proper to a convenient point or points in that
37 part of the city known as East Boston, and with the
38 laying out and construction of all facilities and ap-
-39 purtenances incidental thereto, including plazas and
40 street approaches extending not more than one thoti-
ll sand feet from the tunnel entrances or exits as the
42 department shall deem necessary and desirable to
43 facilitate the movement of traffic entering and leaving
44 the tunnel, and in addition the laying out, widening,
45 relocating, reconstructing, extending and constructing
46 to a width of not less than eighty feet nor more than
47 ninety feet, as may be determined by the depart-
-48 ment with the approval of the mayor, of a street
49 beginning on Merrimac street at its intersection with
50 Portland and Chardon streets and extending over
51 public ways and private property along the southerly
52 side of Merrimac street to Friend street and on the
53 northerly and southerly side of Merrimac street from
54 Friend street to and including Haymarket square and
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55 thence along or adjacent to Cross street to Hanover
56 street including the construction of a traffic circle and
57 pedestrian underpasses in Haymarket square; said
58 widening, relocating and reconstructing shall be
59 made in substantial conformity with the lines shown
60 on a plan attached herewith, the original of which is
61 filed with said transit department, entitled “Pro-
-62 posed Improvement of Haymarket Square, Cross St.
63 from Haymarket Square to Hanover St., and Merri-
-64 mac St. from Haymarket Square to Chardon St.”,
65 dated April 27, 1932. The word “tunnel'’ as used in
66 this act shall connote the plural in so far as it may
67 consist of two tubes with or without physical con-
-68 nection.

1 Section 2. Section eight of chapter two hundred
2 and ninety-seven of the acts of nineteen hundred and
3 twenty-nine is hereby amended by striking out in line
4 fifteen the word “sixteen ” and inserting in place thereof
5 the word: nineteen, and by inserting after the
6 figures “1929” in the seventeenth line the words:
7 sixteen million dollars of which, and by inserting
8 after the word “years” in the eighteenth line the
9 words: three million dollars of which shall be for

10 such terms, not exceeding thirty years, as in each case,
11 —and by striking out the word “as” in the eight-
-12 eenth line; and by inserting after the word “pay-
-13 ment” in the thirty-sixth line the words: of sixteen
14 millions, and by inserting after the word “years’
15 in the thirty-seventh line the words: and of three
16 millions of the principal of such bonds at the expiration
17 of thirty years, and by inserting at the end of the
18 section a new7 paragraph; The treasurer of the city

19 may, from time to time, on request of the department,
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20 with the approval of the mayor of the city and without
21 any other authority than that contained in this act,
22 make a temporary loan for a period of not more than
23 one year in anticipation of the money to be derived
24 from the sale of any issue of bonds herein authorized,
25 and may issue notes therefor; and such notes may be
26 refunded from time to time by the issue of new notes
27 maturing within one year from the date of their issue;
28 provided, that the period from the date of issue of the
29 original loan to the date of maturity of the final refund-
-30 ing loan shall be not more than two years; and pro-
-31 vided further, that the period of the permanent loans
32 herein authorized shall not be extended by reason of
33 the temporary loans, so that said section shall read
34 as follows: Section 8. For the purpose of meeting
35 the cost of the tunnel, which shall include all expenses
36 incurred in laying out and constructing the same and
37 all facilities and appurtenances incidental thereto,
38 including plazas and street approaches as described in
39 section one, and a l l land damages, expenses of the
40 department, such proportion of the salaries of the
41 department as may in its opinion be properly charge-
-42 able thereto and all interest accruing prior to the use
43 of the tunnel on debt incurred for the foregoing, the
44 treasurer of the city shall, from time to time, on request
45 of the department, with the approval of the mayor of
46 the city and without any other authority than that
47 contained in this act, issue and sell at public or private
48 sale the bonds of the city, registered or with interest
49 coupons attached, as he may deem best, to an amount
50 not exceeding nineteen million dollars. Such bonds
51 shall be designated on their face, Traffic Tunnel
52 Bonds, City of Boston, Act of 1929, sixteen million
53 dollars of which shall be for such terms, not exceeding
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54 fifty years, three million dollars of which shall be for
55 such terms, not exceeding thirty years, as in each case
56 the mayor and the treasurer of the city may determine,
57 and shall bear such interest, payable semi-annually, as
58 the mayor and the treasurer of the city may deter-
-59 mine. Such bonds may be called, retired and cancelled
60 by the city on any date upon which interest is payable
61 on said bonds after twenty years from their respective
62 dates, by payment by the city of the amount of the
63 face of said bonds with any accumulated unpaid
64 interest, and the bonds shall contain a statement to
65 such effect. The proceeds of such bonds shall be used
66 only to meet the cost of the tunnel as hereinbefore
67 defined. The debt incurred from time to time under
68 the provisions of this act shall not be included in
69 determining the limit of indebtedness of the city as
70 established by law. The board of sinking fund com-
-71 missioners of the city shall establish a sinking fund for
72 the payment of the bonds issued under authority
73 hereof. There shall annually be paid into such fund
74 from tolls and charges or otherwise as hereinafter pro-
-75 vided such sum at least as is necessary to provide for
76 the payment of sixteen millions of the principal of all
77 such bonds at the expiration of fifty years and of three
78 millions of the principal of such bonds at the expiration
79 of thirty years from their respective dates; provided,
80 that the first payment into said fund shall not be made
81 prior to the expiration of one year after the entire
82 tunnel is in operation. Upon and after the completion
83 of the tunnel as aforesaid there shall also be paid into
84 said fund the proceeds received from any sales or

85 leases under section four and the balance of the pro-
-86 ceeds of any bonds previously issued hereunder and no

87 longer required for construction purposes.
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88 All tolls, rents, percentages, compensation and
89 other charges received for any use of the tunnel shall
90 be used by the treasurer of the city only to meet the
91 operating costs and, subject to the provisions of section
92 twelve, the excess in any year of such tolls and charges
93 over operating costs shall be paid into said fund.
94 The treasurer of the city may, from time to time, on

95 request of the department, with the approval of the
96 mayor of the city and without any other authority
97 than that contained in this act, make a temporary
98 loan for a period of not more than one year in anticipa-
-99 tion of the money to be derived from the sale of any
100 issue of bonds herein authorized, and may issue notes
101 therefor; and such notes may be refunded from time
102 to time by the issue of new notes maturing within
103 one year from the date of their issue; provided, that
104 the period from the date of issue of the original loan
105 to the date of maturity of the final refunding loan
106 shall be not more than two years; and provided,
107 further, that the period of the permanent loans
108 herein authorized shall not be extended by reason of
109 the temporary loans.

1 Section 3. Section nine of chapter two hundred
2 and ninety-seven of the acts of nineteen hundred and
3 twenty-nine is hereby amended by inserting after the
4 words “interest on all bonds” in the first sentence
5 thereof, the words: or notes, —so that said section
6 shall read as follows: Section 9. Upon the com-
-7 pletion of the tunnel, the public works department of
8 the city shall operate the same as a toll tunnel, and
9 shall from time to time establish a schedule of tolls

10 and charges for the use of the same, which, in the
11 opinion of said public works department, subject to



HOUSE— No. 1404. [Apr.8

12 the approval of the department of public utilities,
13 will pay all operating costs, which term wherever
14 used in this act shall include charges for adequate
15 maintenance and upkeep, operating expenses includ-

-16 ing therein proper policing, lighting, and ventilating,
17 interest on all bonds or notes issued under authority
18 hereof, and such annual amounts as are necessary to
19 provide a sinking fund for the payment of the prin-

-20 cipal of such bonds upon the expiration of such period
21 of time, not less than twenty nor more than fifty
22 years after their respective dates, as said public works
23 department, with the approval of the department of
24 public utilities, shall from time to time determine.
25 If in any year such schedule of tolls and charges
26 should prove to be insufficient, the said public works
27 department shall establish such tolls and charges as
28 will provide sufficient revenue to meet any deficit;
29 provided, that if in the opinion of said public works
30 department such new schedule of rates and charges
31 would not result in an increase in revenue, then it
32 may establish such new schedule of tolls and charges as
33 it deems will produce the maximum revenue and any
34 deficits resulting therefrom shall be met as provided
35 in section eleven. All schedules of tolls and charges
36 established under this section or under section twelve
37 shall be subject to the approval of the department of
38 public utilities. The said public works department
39 shall collect such tolls and charges from the driver of
40 each vehicle using said tunnel, and shall daily pay
41 the same over to the city collector of Boston; pro-
-42 vided, that no toll or charge shall be collected from
43 the drivers of vehicles owned by the city or from
44 drivers of ambulances.
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1 Section 4. Said chapter two hundred and ninety-
-2 seven, having been submitted to and accepted by the
3 city council of the city of Boston, in accordance with
4 the provisions of section fifteen thereof, this act in
5 amendment of said chapter shall take effect upon its
6 passage and without being further submitted to the
7 city council of said city.








