
House of Representatives, May 23, 1932.

The committee on Bills in the Third Reading, to whom
was referred the Bill relative to the licensing of dogs
(House, No. 1456), report recommending that the same
be amended by the substitution of the accompanying
bill (House, No. 1471).

For the committee,

PHILIP BARNET.

HOUSE No, 1471

Che CommontoealtJ) of Massachusetts
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Two.

An Act relative to Dogs.

1 Section 1. Section one hundred and thirty-seven
2 of chapter one hundred and forty of the General
3 Laws is hereby amended by inserting after the word
4 “be” in the sixth line the words: in a form pre-
-5 scribed by the director of accounts, upon a blank
6 to be furnished by the county in which the town is
7 located, and shall be, and by adding at the end
8 thereof the words: and the town of registry, —so

9 as to read as follows: Section 137. The owner or
10 keeper of a dog which is three months old or over

11 shall annually, on or before March thirty-first, cause
12 it to be registered, numbered, described and licensed
13 for one year from April first following, if the dog is
14 kept in Boston in the office of the police commissioner,
15 or if kept in any other town in the office of the clerk
16 thereof. The license shall be in a form prescribed by
17 the director of accounts, upon a blank to be furnished
18 by the county in which the town is located, and shall
19 be subject to the condition expressed therein that the
20 dog which is the subject of the license shall be con-

-21 trolled and restrained from killing, chasing or harass-

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre~
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:
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22 ing sheep, lambs, fowls or other domestic animals.
23 The owner or keeper of a licensed dog shall cause it
24 to wear around its neck a collar distinctly marked
25 with its owner’s name and its registered number and
26 the town of registry.

1 Section 2. Section one hundred and forty-five of
2 said chapter one hundred and forty is hereby amended
3 by striking out, in the second line, the word “hydro-
-4 phobia” and inserting in place thereof the word:
5 rabies, and by striking out, in the fourth line, the
6 words “clerks of the several towns” and inserting in
7 place thereof the words; county commissioners of
8 the several counties, —so as to read as follows:
9 Section IJ+5. Every license issued to the owner of a

10 dog shall have a description of the symptoms of rabies
11 printed thereon. Such description shall be supplied
12 by the department of public health to the county
13 commissioners of the several counties upon applica-
-14 tion therefor.

1 Section 3. Said chapter one hundred and forty is
2 hereby further amended by inserting after section one
3 hundred and forty-five the following new section:
4 Section 145A. The board of health of any city or
5 town shall, on recommendation of the state depart-
-6 ment of public health, furnish free of charge anti-
-7 rabie vaccine for the treatment of persons as to whom
8 said department recommends such treatment, and
9 such city or town shall be reimbursed by the county

10 in which it is located for the cost of such vaccine out
11 of the dog fund.

1 Section 4. Said chapter one hundred and forty
2 is hereby further amended by striking out section
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3 one hundred and forty-seven and inserting in place
4 thereof the following:
5 Section 11+7. The police commissioner of Boston
6 and the clerks of other cities and of towns shall issue
7 said licenses, receive the money therefor and pay it
8 into the treasuries of their respective cities and towns
9 at least once in each week, retaining, except in Boston,

10 for their own use twenty cents for each license unless
11 otherwise provided by law, and shall return therewith
12 sworn statements of the amounts of money thus re-

-13 ceived and paid over by them. The city and town
14 treasurers shall pay into the treasuries of their respec-
-15 tive counties, except in the county of Suffolk, on or
16 before June first and December first of each year the
17 amounts received by them on account of such licenses
18 and not previously paid over and shall return there-
-19 with sworn statements of the amounts of money thus
20 received and paid over by them. All such licenses
21 shall bear the date of issue and no other. The said
22 police commissioner and each such city or town clerk
23 shall make a record, in books kept therefor and to be
24 furnished by the county in which such city or town is
25 located, of each license issued by them, of the name
26 of the owner or keeper of each dog licensed, and of
27 the name, registered number and description of each
28 such dog, and such books shall be open to public
29 inspection during the usual office hours of such police
30 commissioner or city or town clerk. All blanks for
31 such licenses and all such record books shall be paid
32 for out of the dog fund. The police commissioner of
33 Boston and each such city or town clerk shall, within
34 thirty days next succeeding April first in each year
35 return to the county all license books furnished for
36 the preceding license year, including all stubs and
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37 void licenses and unused license blanks. The said
38 police commissioner and any city or town clerk or
39 city or town treasurer violating any provision of this
40 section shall he punished by a fine of not less than
41 fifty nor more than five hundred dollars or by im-
-42 prisonment for not less than one month nor more
43 than one year, or both. If a city or town clerk neg-
-44 lects or fails to pay such money into the city or
45 town treasury as required by this section, the city
46 or town may recover the amount thereof for the
47 benefit of the county, with all damages sustained
48 through such neglect or failure, and interest, in an
49 action on the official bond required, in the case of a
50 city clerk, by the following section and, in the case
51 of a town clerk, by section thirteen of chapter forty-
-52 one. All payments required hereunder shall be sub-
-53 ject to the provisions of section fifty-two of chapter
54 forty-one.

1 Section 5. Said chapter one hundred and forty,
2 as amended in section one hundred and forty-eight by
3 section fifteen of chapter two hundred and ninety-five
4 of the acts of nineteen hundred and twenty-five, is
5 hereby further amended by striking out said section
6 one hundred and forty-eight and inserting in place
7 thereof the following:
8 Section 148. Each city clerk, except in Boston,
9 shall give bond to his city with a surety company

10 authorized to transact business in the common-
-11 wealth, as surety, which, within ten days after his
12 election and qualification, shall be approved by the
13 aldermen, conditioned faithfully to account for all
14 fees received by him for licenses and duplicates
15 thereof for which he is required by law to account,
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16 and for the payment over in accordance with law of
17 all such fees, less such sums, if any, as he is allowed
18 by law to retain therefrom.

1 Section 6. Section one hundred and sixty-one of
2 said chapter one hundred and forty is hereby amended
3 by striking out, in the tenth and eleventh lines, re-
-4 spectively, the word “twenty” and inserting in place
5 thereof, in each instance, the word: fifty, —so
6 that the first two sentences will read as follows:
7 Whoever suffers loss by the worrying, maiming or
8 killing of his live stock or poultry by dogs, outside the
9 premises of the owners or keepers of such dogs, may,

10 if the damage is done in a city, inform the officer of
11 police of the city who shall be designated to receive
12 such information by the authority appointing the
13 police, and, if the damage is done in a town, may
14 inform the chairman of the selectmen of the town, or,
15 if he is absent or ill, any one of the selectmen, who
16 shall proceed to the premises where the damage was
17 done and determine whether the same was inflicted
18 by dogs, and if so, appraise the amount thereof if it
19 does not exceed fifty dollars. If in the opinion of
20 said officer of police, chairman or selectman, the
21 amount of said damage exceeds fifty dollars, the
22 damage shall be appraised, on oath, by three persons,
23 of whom one shall be such officer of police, chairman
24 of selectman, one shall be appointed by the person
25 alleged to be damaged, and the third shall be ap-
-26 pointed by the other two.

1 Section 7. Said chapter one hundred and forty is
2 hereby further amended by striking out section one

3 hundred and seventy-two and inserting in place
4 thereof the following:
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5 Section 172. Money received by a county treasurer
6 under the preceding sections relating to dogs, and
7 not paid out for damages, license blanks or books,
8 record books, anti-rabic vaccine or other purposes as
9 required under said sections, shall, in January, be

10 paid back to the treasurers of the towns in proportion
11 to the amounts received from such towns, and the
12 money so refunded shall be expended for the support
13 of public libraries or schools. In Suffolk county,
14 money so received by the town treasurer and not so
15 paid out shall be expended by the school committee
16 for the support of public schools.

1 Section 8. Said chapter one hundred and forty
2 is hereby further amended by striking out section
3 one hundred and ■seventy-five and inserting in place
4 thereof the following:
5 Section 175. Whoever wrongfully kills, maims, en-
-6 tices or carries away a dog shall be liable in tort to
7 its owner for its value. Whoever, without the authori-
-8 zation of the owner or keeper, holds or harbors a dog
9 of another for more than forty-eight hours after such

10 dog comes into his possession, without reporting
11 such holding or harboring to the police or a dog
12 officer, shall be punished by a fine of not more than
13 one hundred dollars.




