
House of Representatives, May 24 (p.m.), 1932.

The committees on Agriculture and Public Health,
sitting jointly, to whom was referred the petition (accom-
panied by bill, House, No. 740) of Frederick H. Bowser,
Jr., and others for amendments of the law relative to the
inspection and sale of milk, report the accompanying
bill (House, No. 1473).

For the committee

HARRY E. DAY.

HOUSE No. 1473
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Two.

an Act to regulate the Sale of Milk.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-

sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Chapter ninety-four of the General
2 Laws is hereby amended by striking out section thir-
-3 teen and inserting in place thereof the following:
4 Section 13. "Grade A, Massachusetts Milk” shall
5 consist exclusively of milk produced within the com-
-6 monwealth from cows that have been tuberculin
7 tested and found free from bovine tuberculosis. Such
8 milk shall be so cooled and cared for that in its raw
9 state the bacteria count shall not be more than one

10 hundred thousand colonies per cubic centimeter and
11 when pasteurized not more than twenty-five thousand
12 colonies per cubic centimeter. The department of
13 agriculture shall establish and promulgate and may
14 from time to time amend, modify, repeal or suspend,
15 rules and regulations for the inspection of dairy farms
16 in the commonwealth and shall issue to such dairy
17 farms complying with said rules and regulations and
18 the requirements of this section relating to the pro-
-19 duction of “Grade A, Massachusetts Milk” a certifi-
-20 cate of registration to be known as “Grade A, Massa-
-21 chusetts Milk Certification of Registration”. The
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22 commissioner of agriculture may, after a hearing,
23 suspend or revoke such certificate of registration for
24 failure to comply with said rules and regulations or
25 the requirements of this section relative to the pro-
-26 duction of “Grade A, Massachusetts Milk”. No
27 dairy farm shall be eligible to receive a permit from
28 local boards of health for the production of “Grade A,
29 Massachusetts Milk” until said dairy farm has
30 received from the department of agriculture a
31 “Grade A, Massachusetts Milk Certificate of Regis-
-32 tration”, and said department thereafter shall inspect
33 not less than once 'semi-annually each dairy • farm
34 holding a certificate of registration issued under this
35 section. When sold, kept or offered for sale or ex-
-36 change, such milk shall be designated and marked by
37 label, cap or tag bearing the words “Grade A, Massa-
-38 chusetts Milk” in plain, legible, bold-faced type. The
39 percentage of milk fat may also be stated upon said
40 label, cap or tag, but the amount of milk fat in the
41 aforesaid grade shall never be less than four per cent.

1 Section 2. Said chapter ninety-four is hereby
2 further amended by striking out section fourteen and
3 inserting in place thereof the following:
4 Section 14. The board of health of a town upon
5 application of a person desiring to sell or exchange
6 milk therein as “Grade A, Massachusetts Milk” shall
7 test the milk produced or to be sold or exchanged by
8 such applicant, and if upon such test the milk so pro-
-9 duced or to be sold or exchanged by the applicant is

10 found to comply with the requirements of “Grade A,
11 Massachusetts Milk”, and if a “Grade A, Massa-
-12 chusetts Milk Certificate of Registration” has been
13 issued by the department of agriculture, said board
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14 shall issue without charge to the applicant a written
15 permit to keep for sale, exchange or delivery or to
16 sell, exchange or deliver in such town, milk graded,
17 designated and labelled, under the preceding section,
18 as “Grade A, Massachusetts Milk”. The local board
19 of health may make such rules and regulations, not
20 inconsistent with the provisions of section thirteen
21 or rules and regulations made thereunder, for the
22 processing and sale of “Grade A, Massachusetts
23 Milk” as shall be deemed necessary to protect the
24 public health and insure a continuing supply of
25 quality milk to the consuming public. A permit so
26 issued may be revoked at any time by the board
27 issuing it if milk offered by the holder for sale or ex-
-28 change and so graded does not comply with the
29 provisions of said section. Nothing in this section
30 shall be construed to permit the sale of “Grade A,
31 Massachusetts Milk” in the raw state in any town
32 where the sale of raw milk is prohibited by a regulation
33 of the local board of health.

1 Section 3. Section fourteen Aof said chapter
2 ninety, inserted by section one of chapter three hun-
-3 dred and ten of the acts of nineteen hundred and
4 twenty-four, is hereby repealed.

1 Section 4. Said chapter ninety-four, as amended
2 in section fifteen by section two of chapter three
3 hundred and ten of the acts of nineteen hundred and
4 twenty-four, is hereby further amended by striking
5 out said section fifteen and inserting in place thereof
6 the following:
7 Section 15. If any grade or classification of milk
8 other than “Grade A, Massachusetts Milk” is estab-
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9 lished, by the department of agriculture, permits for
10 the sale of such other milk may be granted and may
11 be revoked by the local board of health, to whom
12 application for the permit is made, but such permits
13 shall not be granted until the milk to be sold there-
-14 under has been tested and found to comply with the
15 requirements of section thirteen and with such other
16 requirements as the local board of health may deem
17 necessary to protect the public health. Milk sold
18 or exchanged or kept or offered for sale or exchange
19 under such a permit shall be marked with a label,
20 cap or tag, bearing in the English language in plain,
21 legible, bold-faced type, the name of the grade estab-
-22 lished as aforesaid and approved by such board.

1 Section o. Said chapter ninety-four is hereby
2 further amended by striking out section eighteen and
3 inserting in place thereof the following:
4 Section 18. Whoever himself or by his agent sells,
5 exposes for sale, or has in his custody or possession
6 with intent to sell, milk purporting to be of a grade
7 established under sections thirteen or fifteen without
8 having a permit so to do, or milk labelled as to its
9 fat content which upon analysis is found to contain

10 less milk fat than is stated upon the label, cap or
11 tag, and whoever sells, exposes for sale or exchange,
12 or delivers milk not wholly produced in the common-
-13 wealth in containers bearing upon a label, cap, tag,
14 or otherwise, the letter “A” or the words “Grade
15 A, Massachusetts Milk”, or other words indicating
16 that such milk was produced in the commonwealth,
17 and whoever in any manner represents that milk not
18 wholly produced therein was wholly produced therein,
19 or is of the grade designated as “Grade A, Massa-
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20 chusetts Milk”, or whoever himself or by his agent
21 sells, exposes for sale, or has in his custody or pos-
-22 session with intent to sell as “Grade A, Massachusetts
23 Milk”, milk which upon analysis is found to contain
24 less than four per cent of milk fat, or milk which
25 upon analysis of not less than three or more than
26 seven samples of milk taken on the same day and each
27 from a different container of milk is found in the raw
28 state to have a median bacterial count of more than
29 one hundred thousand colonies of bacteria per cubic
30 centimeter or more than twenty-five thousand colonies
31 of bacteria per cubic centimeter when pasteurized,
32 as determined by the standard plate method of the
33 American Public Health Association, shall be punished
34 for the first offence by a fine of not more than fifty
35 dollars, for the second offence by a fine of not less
36 than fifty nor more than one hundred dollars, and for
37 a subsequent offence by a fine of not less than one
38 hundred nor more than two hundred dollars.

1 Section 6. This act shall take effect January first,
2 nineteen hundred and thirty-five.






