
Executive Department.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representative

Under the provisions of Article LYI of the Amendments
to the Constitution, I am herewith returning House Bill
1407 entitled, “An Act establishing Non-Partisan Pre-
liminary Municipal Elections in the City of Somerville”,
with the recommendation that it be amended as follows:

1. By striking out the word “Preliminary” in the
title of the Act, and the word “preliminary” as contained
in the question to be placed upon the ballot as described
in section 13 of the Act.

My reason for suggesting these changes is that in
voting upon the referendum it will be understood without
confusion that it is proposed to adopt a non-partisan
system of municipal government.

2. I suggest an amendment changing the date of the
referendum from the biennial State election to be held
in the current year to the regular municipal election to
be held in 1933.

My reason for suggesting this change rests upon the
theory that the biennial State elections, which also will
result in the expression of a choice by the voters of
Massachusetts of a president of the United States, raises
such far-reaching and critical issues for the attention of
the people that they should not be confused, warped or
affected by any consideration of local politics. Further-
more, the necessity already created by placing upon
the biennial ballot various referenda for the consideration
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of the voters further complicates both the ballot and
the consideration of the questions involved.

In consideration of this Act, I cannot refrain from em-
phasizing my opinion that in the form of charters now
governing the various cities of the government, there
is very little choice apparently so far as good government
is concerned. It is not in any way apparent to me that
cities governed under non-partisan form are superior in
management to those managed under partisan form.
There is such slight difference, if any, between the various
forms now in use that the test of good government de-
pends upon the citizens rather than upon the form
adopted. On the whole, lam inclined to believe that the
responsibility of party government is, in the long run,
more effective than the responsibility of a coterie brought
into power by political manipulation without obligation
to party organizations.

If I were to express my view in this matter, I should
veto this bill, but as the question is one upon which the
people of Somerville desire to express their opinion, and
as it is their government, and as there seems to be a
considerable demand that the question be submitted into
their hands, I am returning it under the provisions of
the Constitution for amendment.

JOSEPH B. ELY.






