
House of Representatives, June 2, 1932.

The committee on Ways and Means, to whom was
referred the Bill to raise revenue during the present
emergencies by a tax on incomes not now subjected to
taxation for the temporary period of two years (House,
No. 1493), report that the same ought to pass with an
amendment substituting therefor the accompanying bill
(House, No. 1494).

For the committee,

ALBERT F. BIGELOW.

HOUSE No. 1494
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Two.

An Act providing Further Relief for Municipalities in the
Present Unemployment and Financial Emergency and
reducing the Salary or Other Compensation of All
State and County Officers and Employees.

1 Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would
2 defeat its purpose, which is primarily to afford im-
-3 mediate relief to the municipalities of the common-
-4 wealth, therefore it is hereby declared to be an
5 emergency law, necessary for the immediate preser-
-6 vation of the public convenience.

1 Section 1. There is hereby imposed, in addition
2 to the taxes levied under the provisions of chapter
3 sixty-two of the General Laws, and all acts in amend-
-4 ment thereof and in addition thereto, and all taxes
5 levied under the provisions of sections thirty to sixty,
6 inclusive, of chapter sixty-three of the General Laws,
7 and all acts in amendment thereof and in addition
8 thereto, an additional tax equal to ten per cent of the
9 taxes imposed under the provisions of said chapter

10 sixty-two and said sections thirty to sixty, inclusive,

C&e Commontoealtj) of e^asgacljusetts

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:
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11 of chapter sixty-three, respectively, and all provi-
-12 sions of law relative to the assessment, payment,
13 collection and abatement of the said taxes shall apply
14 -to the tax imposed by this section. The additional
15 tax herein imposed shall apply with respect to taxes
16 assessed in or on account of the calendar year nine-
-17 teen hundred and thirty-two. All the proceeds of
18 said additional tax shall be paid into the treasury of
19 the commonwealth and shall be distributed not later
20 than November twentieth of the current year to the
21 cities and towns of the commonwealth, in the manner
22 provided in section four and subject to the provisions
23 of section fifteen.

1 Section 2. There is hereby imposed, for the year
2 nineteen hundred and thirty-two, in addition to the
3 poll tax laid by section one of chapter fifty-nine of
4 the General Laws and the old age assistance tax im-
-5 posed by section one of chapter three hundred and
6 ninety-eight of the acts of nineteen hundred and
7 thirty-one, an additional poll tax of two dollars to be
8 assessed on every male inhabitant of the common-
-9 wealth above the age of twenty, whether a citizen of
10 the United States or an alien. All provisions of law
11 relative to the assessment, collection and abatement
12 of poll taxes shall apply to the additional poll tax
13 imposed by this section.

1 Section 3. There shall be paid, without ap-
• 2 propriation, from the Highway Fund, not later than

3 November twenty in the current year, in the manner
4 provided in section four and subject to the provisions
5 of section fifteen, to the cities and towns of the com-
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6 monwealth the sum of one million dollars, of which
7 five hundred thousand dollars is hereby made avail-
-8 able by reducing by that amount the appropriation
9 made by item five hundred and ninety-one of the

10 general appropriation act of the current year and
11 five hundred thousand dollars is hereby made avail-
-12 able by transfer of that amount from the unexpended
13 balance of the appropriation made by item six hun-
-14 dred and fifteen of the general appropriation act of
15 nineteen hundred and thirty-one. The amount of any
16 sum payable to a city or town under this section shall
17 be in addition to any amount payable to it from said
18 Highway Fund under the provisions of section one
19 of chapter two hundred and forty-three of the acts
20 of the current year.

1 Section 4. The proceeds from the additional
2 taxes imposed by section one and all payments from
3 the Highway Fund under section three shall be ap-
-4 portioned among the cities and towns of the com-
-5 monwealth in proportion to the amounts for which
6 they shall have been respectively assessed for the
7 state tax of the current year. The amount of the
8 additional poll tax levied in any city or town under
9 section two and the amounts of all sums payable or

10 distributable to it by the commonwealth under this
11 act shall, in the current year, be included by the as-
-12 sessors thereof as estimated receipts and be deducted
13 from the amount required to be raised by taxation
14 to meet appropriations made in said year, provided
15 that all sums so payable or distributable from the
16 Highway Fund shall be deducted from the amount
17 reouired to be so raised to meet appropriations made
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18 in said year for construction, reconstruction or main-
-19 tenance of highways.

1 Section 5. The salary of each official and em-
-2 ployee in the service of the commonwealth, whose
3 salary is fixed in accordance with the standard rates
4 of salary incorporated in the rules and regulations
5 governing the classification of personal service as
6 prepared by the division of personnel and standard-
-7 ization of the commission on administration and
8 finance and approved by the governor and council,
9 and the salary of each official and employee whose

10 salary is fixed by or subject to the approval of the
11 governor and council or governor in accordance with
12 a schedule of standard rates of salary adopted by the
13 governor and council or governor, is hereby reduced
14 by an amount equivalent to one step in the salary
15 range established for the grade or position which he
16 occupies, said step to be the same as the standard
17 increment heretofore used by said division as the
18 basis for increases in salary. The salary of each
19 official and employee employed in the service of the
20 commonwealth on a part-time basis shall be pro-
-21 portionately reduced. In the case of an official or
22 employee whose salary is paid in part from funds of
23 the state treasury and in part from federal, county,
24 municipal or other funds, that part payable from
25 funds of the state treasury shall be reduced propor-
-26 tionately. In any case where the standard rate of
27 salary does not provide a range from minimum to
28 maximum the reduction shall be as provided in the
29 following section.
30 The said division is hereby directed to revise its
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31 schedules of salary ranges to conform to the provisions
32 hereof. “Salary”, as used in this and the following
33 section, shall include compensation, however payable.

1 Section 6. The salary of each official and em-
-2 ployee in the service of the commonwealth whose
3 salary is established otherwise than as set forth in
4 the preceding section shall be reduced, if at a rate of
5 five thousand two hundred and fifty dollars or under,
6 by an amount equal to six per cent thereof, and, if at a
7 rate of over five thousand two hundred and fifty
8 dollars, by an amount equal to eight per cent thereof;
9 and all statutory provisions establishing the salary

10 rates or maximum limits of salary rates of any such
11 official or employee are hereby amended accordingly.

1 Section 7. The said division and the comptroller
2 are hereby directed to enforce the provisions of the
3 two preceding sections. Nothing in said sections
4 shall be construed to limit their respective powers as
5 now defined by law.

1 Section 8. Each item in the general appropria-
-2 tion act for the current year providing funds which
3 may be used for personal services is hereby reduced
4 by the amount by which the salaries or compensation
5 of all officials and employees payable therefrom
6 during the balance of the current fiscal year are
7 reduced under the provisions of the three preceding
8 sections, to the same extent as though such item ex-
-9 pressly specified the amount as so reduced. The

10 comptroller is hereby directed to compute the amount
11 of each item in said appropriation act, as so reduced,
12 as soon as mav be, and file a schedule of the same in
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13 the office of the state secretary, not later than August
14 first of the current year, which schedule shall be open
15 to inspection upon request by anjr person entitled to
16 be paid from the item to which such schedule applies.

1 Section 9. Sections five and six shall be opera-
-2 five as of June first of the current year; provided,
3 that all salaries and compensation payable for the
4 current session of the general court shall be reduced
5 by six per cent of the amount thereof.

1 Section 10. The salary of each official and em-
-2 ployee in the service of each county of the com-
-3 monwealth, whose salary is fixed in accordance with
4 the compensation schedules adopted by the county
5 personnel board, or, in Suffolk county, in accordance
6 with the compensation and classification plans for the
7 officials and employees of said county as adopted by
8 the city council of the city of Boston and approved
9 by the mayor under the provisions of chapter four

10 hundred of the acts of nineteen hundred and thirty,
11 is hereby reduced by an amount equivalent to one
12 step in the salary range established for the grade or
13 position which he occupies, said step to be the same
14 as the standard increment heretofore used by the
15 county personnel board as the basis for increases in
16 salary or, in Suffolk county, the same as that set
17 forth as the increment in said compensation and
18 classification plans. The salary of each official and
19 employee employed in the service of any county on a
20 part-time basis shall be proportionately reduced. In
21 the case of an official or employee of any county
22 wT hose salary is paid in part from funds of the county
23 treasury, or, in the case of Suffolk county, from funds
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24 of the treasury of said city, and in part from federal,
25 state, municipal or other funds, that part payable
26 from the funds of the county treasury or the treasury
27 of said city, as the case may be, shall be reduced pro-
-28 portionately. In any case where the compensation
29 schedules or, in Suffolk county, the said compensa-
-30 tion and classification plans, do not provide a range
31 from minimum to maximum, the reduction shall be
32 as provided in the following section. The county
33 personnel board or, in the case of Suffolk county, the
34 mayor and city council of said city, are hereby di-
-35 rected to revise its schedules or their compensation
36 and classification plans, as the case may be, to con-
-37 form to the provisions hereof. “Salary”, as used in
38 this and the following section, shall include compen-
-39 sation however payable.

1 Section 11. The salary of each official and em-
-2 ployee in the service of each county whose salary is
3 established otherwise than as set forth in the preced-
-4 ing section shall be reduced, if at a rate of five thou-
-5 sand twr o hundred and fifty dollars or under, by an
6 amount equal to six per cent thereof, and, if at a rate
7 of over five thousand two hundred and fifty dollars,
8 by an amount equal to eight per cent thereof; and all
9 statutory provisions establishing the salary rates or

10 maximum limits of salary rates of any such official or
11 employee are hereby amended accordingly.

1 Section 12. The county personnel board and the
2 county commissioners for their respective counties
3 or, in the case of Suffolk county, the mayor and city
4 council of the city of Boston, are hereby directed to
5 enforce the provisions of the two preceding sections.
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6 Nothing in said sections shall be construed to limit
7 their respective powers as now defined by law.

1 Section 13. Each item in the general appropria-
-2 tion act of the current year for the maintenance of
3 the several counties, except Suffolk and Nantucket
4 counties, and each appropriation item for the main-
-5 tenance of activities for the county of Suffolk for the
6 current municipal year, providing funds which may
7 be used for personal services is hereby reduced by the
8 amount by which the salary or compensation of all
9 officials and employees payable therefrom during the

10 balance of the current county fiscal year are reduced
11 under the provisions of the three preceding sections,
12 to the same extent as though such item expressly
13 specified the amount as so reduced. The county per-
-14 sonnel board or, in the case of Suffolk county, the
15 budget commissioner of the city of Boston, is hereby
16 directed to compute the amount of each item in said
17 appropriation act or order, as so reduced, as soon as
18 may be, and file a schedule of the same in the office
19 of the director of accounts of the department of cor-

-20 porations and taxation, not later than August first
21 of the current year, which schedule shall be open to
22 inspection upon request of any person entitled to be
23 paid from the item to which such schedule applies.

1 Section 14. Sections ten and eleven shall be opera-
-2 tive as of June first of the current year.

1 Section 15. No city or town shall be entitled to
2 receive any payment or distribution under the pro-
-3 visions of this act unless it has, as determined by the
4 commissioner of corporations and taxation, accom-
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5 plished subsequent to January first, nineteen hundred
6 and thirty, and not later than October twentieth of the
7 current year, a salary or payroll reduction effective
8 for not less than the remainder of the fiscal year
9 period, at least equivalent to the reduction provided

10 for state officials and employees by this act. Au-
-11 thority is hereby given the cities and towns to reduce
12 in the current year the salaries or other compensation
13 of all teachers employed in the public schools and of
14 all other employees of the city or town whether work-
-15 ing on full or part time basis, except in so far as pro-
-16 hibited by constitutional limitations any provision of
17 statutory law to the contrary notwithstanding. Full
18 authority is granted cities and towns to reduce ap-
-19 propriations heretofore made to the end that the same
20 may be brought into conformity with such payroll
21 reductions. Any city or town aggrieved by the de-
-22 termination of said commissioner may appeal there-
-23 from to the board of tax appeals.

1 Section 16. Section one of chapter thirty-one of
2 the General Laws is hereby amended by adding at the
3 end thereof the following new paragraph:
4 The provisions of this chapter relative to changes in
5 compensation of. persons holding office or employ-
-6 ment classified under the civil service rules in any city
7 or town shall not be construed to apply when any
8 change applies equally or uniformly to all persons of
9 the same grade or classification.






