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SPECIAL REPORT OF THE METROPOLITAN
DISTRICT COMMISSION RELATIVE TO AD-
VISABILITY OF PURCHASING FOR PARK
PURPOSES CERTAIN PROPERTY ON THE
WESTERLY BANK OF MYSTIC RIVER IN
SOMERVILLE.

[Metropolitan Affairs.]

Metropolitan District Commission,
9 Somerset Street, Boston, Dec. 1, 1932.

To the Honorable the Senate and House of Representatives of Massachu-
setts in General Court assembled.

On June 6, 1932, the following resolve, chapter 51, was
approved by the Governor:

Resolved, That the metropolitan district commission is hereby
authorized and directed to investigate the advisability and cost of
purchasing for park purposes, property owned by the Hinckley Render-
ing Company and located between Mystic avenue and the west bank
of the Mystic river in the city of Somerville; provided that said city
agrees to assume forty per cent of the total cost of such purchase.

Said commission shall report to the general court the results of its
investigation and the minimum sum which said company will accept
for such property, and its recommendations, if any, together with drafts
of legislation necessary to carry the same into effect, by filing the same
with the clerk of the house of representatives on or before December
first in the current year.

The Commission has investigated the advisability and
cost of purchasing for park purposes property owned by
the Hinckley Rendering Company and located between
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Mystic Avenue and the west bank of the Mystic River in
the city of Somerville, provided the city of Somerville
agrees to assume 40 per cent of the total cost of such
purchase.

The property owmed by the Hinckley Rendering Com-
pany consists of about 175,000 square feet of land lying
between Shore Drive and Mystic Avenue in Somerville
and the Mystic River, with a frontage on Shore Drive of
about 815 feet and on Mystic Avenue of about 320 feet
and a frontage on the river of about 900 feet. On this land
is located a rendering and melting plant for the manu-
facture from market wastes of tallow, greases and animal
food, the latter consisting of meat scraps or cracklings.
The fat products are sold partly in edible form and partly
for manufacturing purposes, and the remaining by-
products largely for chicken feed. The company collects
by its own trucks scrap, bone, fats and greases from mar-

kets, hotels and restaurants in metropolitan Boston and
delivers them at the plant. The plant handles about a
half a million pounds a week. The finished products are

delivered by truck directly to customers or carriers. A
dry method of rendering is used. A rendering business
has been conducted upon these premises for many years
under properly granted licenses.

x j o

This property lies adjacent to the so-called Ten Hill
section of Somerville, lying between the Mystic River,
Mystic Avenue and Middlesex Fells Parkway. This area
has been developed for residential purposes within the
last five or six years and is now well covered with one and
two family houses. There has been built within a few
years a primary school near the plant to accommodate
the children of this section of the city. The land to the
east of the company plant and lying between Shore Drive
and the river was transferred to the Commonwealth by
the former owners and developers of Ten Hill. The section
of the river frontage adjoining the rendering plant has
been developed by the city of Somerville as a bathing
beach, which is extensively used by bathers during the
summer season. Prior to the development of Ten Hill
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the plant was far enough distant from a residential
neighborhood so that the business was not complained of
seriously, but it is now offensive and objectionable.

The rendering method used requires an ample supply
of water. To eliminate the offensive odors the foul air
from the rendering process is passed through and scrubbed
with salt water pumped from the river, and the water is
then discharged into the river. Domestic sewage and
other wastes, according to statements of officers of the
concern, are discharged into the sanitary sewer. Exami-
nations made by the Department of Public Health did not
disclose any discharges into the river from the plant
except water for condensing and cooling purposes and
from the scrubbing tower, nor that the water of the river
received a sufficient amount of pollution to seriously
affect the use of the river for bathing.

The representative of the Hinckley Rendering Com-
pany has offered to remove the plant to another location
and sell the property for 1350,000. He claims that the
property and plant are worth considerably in excess of
this amount, but that the company realizes that the con-
tinuance of the business in this locality is objectionable
to the neighborhood, and it is willing to accept an amount
which it estimates will be the cost of such a relocation.

The minimum price given by the representative for the
sale of the property is $350,000. From such information
as the Commission has been able to obtain this does not
seem to be an excessive estimate of the cost of relocation,
or more than might be determined as the value of the
property if it were taken by eminent domain. This
amount is probably larger than the company could expect
to receive from a private purchaser if it desired to sell the
property. The Commission has been unable to determine
what would be a fair sale value. The land and buildings
are assessed for $86,000. The machinery and equipment,
including automobiles and other moveable property, were
valued by the company in their last corporation return at
$150,000. The plant appears to have been maintained in
good condition, with modern machinery, and the business
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to be successful. The plant seems to be more conveniently
and centrally located for the collection of the waste ma-
terials than could be obtained elsewhere. Rendering
licenses are difficult to obtain. The representative of the
company maintains it would prefer to operate on its
present site than to accept $350,000 and move elsewhere.

If the areas adjoining the Mystic River above Welling-
ton bridge are to be improved for park purposes the con-

tinuance of this business is objectionable. There are

other businesses also conducted in this vicinity which are

undesirable from the standpoint of park development.
The continuance of a rendering plant in this locality will
continue to cause serious objection on the part of the
residents of the vicinity.

The city of Somerville has offered, through its mayor,
to contribute 40 per cent of the amount required for the
purchase of this plant, the balance to be paid by the cities
and towns of the Metropolitan Parks District.

The amount as given by the representative of the plant
is very substantial; perhaps some reduction could be
obtained if the purchase were authorized, but no intima-
tion to that effect has been made. The purchase of the
property may be justified for the general improvement of
the locality and the enhancement of property values.
If the areas adjoining the Mystic River and now owned by
the Commonwealth are to be improved as recommended
in House Document No. 400 of last year the removal of
this business would be very desirable.

A bill authorizing the purchase of this property for a
sum not in excess of $350,000, of which amount the city of
Somerville shall pay 40 per cent, accompanies this report.

Respectfully submitted,

DAVIS B. KENISTON,
GEO. B. WASON,
WM. F. ROGERS,
C. H. J. KIMBALL,
MELVIN B. BREATH,

Metropolitan District Commission.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Three.

An Act providing for the Purchase for Park Purposes of
Certain Property on the Westerly Bank of the Mystic
River in the City of Somerville.

1 Section 1. Subject to appropriation to be here-
-2 after made, the metropolitan district commission is
3 hereby authorized to acquire by purchase or take by
4 eminent domain under chapter seventy-nine of the
5 General Laws the land and buildings of the Hinckley
6 Rendering Company lying between Shore drive,
7 Mystic avenue and the Mystic river in the city of
8 Somerville, provided the cost thereof shall not exceed
9 three hundred and fifty thousand dollars of which

10 amount forty per cent shall be assessed to the city of
11 Somerville and the remaining sixty per cent shall be
12 assessed to the cities and towns of the metropolitan
13 parks district including Somerville, in proportion to
14 the respective taxable valuations of the property of
15 said cities and towns, as defined in section fifty-nine of
16 chapter ninety-two of the General Laws.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:
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1 Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.








