
HOUSE 51
By Mr. Cole of Taunton, petition of Harold E. Cole for appoint-

ment of a special commission (including members of the General
Court) to report plans whereby unemployed persons may become
self-supporting while living at their homes. Rules (Joint).

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Three.

Resolve for a Special Commission to report Plans whereby
Unemployed Persons may become Self-Supporting.

1 Whereas, Criminals in state prison are taught a
2 trade, are provided employment and paid, are ade-
3 quately clothed and housed, and enjoy the following
4 daily menu and varieties thereof:
5 Breakfast. Fig bran, milk, griddle cakes, syrup
6 bread, butter, coffee.
7 Dinner. Hamburg steak, stewed tomatoes, with
8 onions, boiled potatoes, bread, butter, cottage pud-
-9 ding, maple sauce, tea.

10 Supper. Baked beans, hot frankforts, dill pickles,
11 bread, butter, ginger cake, sliced peaches, coffee.
12 And whereas, Law-abiding citizens without funds,
13 living at home, and willing and able to work, have no
14 employment, are inadequately clothed and housed,
15 and sustain life on the following menu:
16 Breakfast. Oatmeal, milk, coffee.
17 Dinner. Potatoes, cabbage, bread, butter and
18 coffee.
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19 Supper. Spaghetti, frankforts, bread, butter and
20 tea.
21 And whereas, The superiority of living conditions
22 provided criminals over that furnished worthy citi-
-23 zens is due to the fact that the criminals are provided
24 with the means for producing food, clothing, etc., for
25 themselves, whereby their labor power is utilized for
26 their own benefit and at a saving to the taxpayers;
27 Resolved, That an unpaid special commission is
28 hereby established to present recommendations as to
29 how unemployed persons without funds may become
30 partly or wholly self-supporting while living at home.
31 Said commission shall particularly consider and
32 report on the practicability of providing indigent per-
-33 sons with the means for producing food, clothing and
34 other necessaries by their own labor, the exchange of
35 products so produced, and the use of any surplus by
36 the department of public welfare.
37 Said commission shall bear in mind that all useful
38 commodities are created by some form of human
39 labor, and shall report any constructive plan for
40 utilizing the labor of the unemployed for their own
41 benefit.
42 Said commission shall consist of one member of the
43 senate, two members of the house of representatives,
44 one private citizen, who are to be appointed by the
45 governor, and the commissioner of public welfare, and
46 it shall file its report on or before April twenty-fifth,
47 nineteen hundred and thirty-three.


