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Department of Corporations and Taxation,
State House, Boston, December 12, If

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives.

Under the provisions of chapter 3, section 7, General
Laws (Ter. Ed.), there is submitted herewith petition
of The Trustees of the Lexington Ministerial Fund.

This is a petition by a religious corporation for legis-
lative assent to a distribution of the property and funds
it holds in trust to the corporations now entitled to the
income from said property and funds, which are to be
held and administered by such corporations for the same
purposes as now held, and for the right to dissolve when
such property and funds have been so distributed and
the trusts are accepted as provided in the petition.

This corporation was created by a special act, chapter
25 of the acts of the year 1817. Its purpose was to
accumulate lands and funds, the annual income to be
paid for the support of the settled minister of the First
Congregational Society in Lexington, and when the in-
come exceeds the amount required for this purpose then
to the support of public worship.

Subsequent special acts, 1845, chapter 112, 1871,
chapter 163, 1865, chapter 120, and 1893, chapter 143,
authorized the payment of its income to certain definite
religious corporations.

As to the disposition of the property and funds, and
the termination of the trust, I think that consent of the
courts may be necessary to accomplish this (237 Mass.
Reports, page 167), but I see no objection to legislative
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assent. As to the right to dissolve, one of the charter
provisions was as follows:

And they and their successors shall continue a body politic and
corporate by that name forever.

As this charter was granted prior to March 11, 1831,
legislative consent to dissolution in view of the provision
quoted above is probably required.

Respectfully yours,

HENRY F. LONG,
Commissioner of Corporations and Taxation
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Accompanying the petition of Theodore A. Custance and another
that the corporation known as The Trustees of the Lexington
Ministerial Fund be dissolved and its property distributed. Mer-
cantile Affairs.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Three

An Act authorizing the Dissolution of The Trustees of
the Lexington Ministerial Fund and the Distribution
of Its Property.

Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and hy the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. The Trustees of the Lexington Minis-
-2 terial Fund, a corporation created by chapter twenty-
-3 five of the acts of eighteen hundred seventeen, upon
4 the acceptance of this act as hereinafter provided is
5 hereby authorized to dissolve and, so far as legisla-
-6 tive power is required, to convey and distribute all
7 of the property of every nature held by it to the
8 following religious corporations and in the following
9 proportions: One-half of said property to the First

10 Congregational Society in Lexington, one-quarter of
11 said property to The First Baptist Church of Lexing-
-12 ton, and one-quarter of said property to the Follen
13 Church. The respective religious corporations shall
14 hold the property so conveyed to them in perpetual
15 trust, separate and apart from any other property,
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16 with full power to sell the whole or any part thereof
17 from time to time and invest and reinvest the pro-
-18 ceeds. The income from the property so held in
19 trust shall always be expended annually for the sup-

-20 port of public worship by each of said religious cor-
-21 porations.

1 Section 2. The Trustees of the Lexington Minis-
-2 terial Fund may either convert the property held by
3 it into cash before its distribution or said property
4 may in whole or in part be distributed in kind, and
5 in case of distribution in kind the determination of
6 the Board of Trustees of said The Trustees of the
7 Lexington Ministerial Fund of the value of the prop-
-8 erty so distributed shall be final and conclusive.

1 Section 3. Upon the completion of the transfer
2 of said property, The Trustees of the Lexington
3 Ministerial Fund shall file in the office of the secre-
-4 tary of the commonwealth and in the office of the
5 commissioner of corporations a report of such dis-
-6 tribution, and thereupon said corporation shall be
7 dissolved and terminated subject to the provisions of
S sections fifty-one, fifty-two and fifty-six of chapter
9 one hundred fifty-five of General Laws.

1 Section 4. This act shall not become effective
2 unless within one year from the date of its enaot-
-3 ment the First Congregational Society in Lexington,
4 The First Baptist Church of Lexington and the
5 Follen Church shall each at meetings of their re-

-6 spective members, duly called and held, vote to
7 accept this act and shall file in the office of the sec-
-8 retary of the commonwealth certificates of such ac-
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9 ceptance, and unless within such time the town of
10 Lexington, at a town meeting shall pass a vote as-
-11 senting to approving this act and shall cause a cer-
-12 tificate of such vote to be filed with the secretary of
13 the commonwealth.
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