
HOUSE 243

By Mr. Barry of Boston, petition of Frederick W. Benker and
others that Congress be memorialized in favor of the immediate
repeal of the Eighteenth Amendment of the Federal Constitution and
of a modification of the Volstead Act. Constitutional Law.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Three.

Resolutions memorializing Congress to immediately re-
peal the Eighteenth Amendment to the Federal
Constitution.

1 Resolved, It is the opinion of the great and general
2 court of the commonwealth of Massachusetts, in
3 session assembled, that the American appetite is,
4 and of right ought to be, a free and independent
5 asset to the acquisition of a maximum modicum of
6 health, wealth and happiness.
7 The delusionary zeal of the past decade has proven
8 to be disastrous to society and industry.
9 The enormous expense of enforcement cannot

10 longer be borne by depleted local treasuries. Armed
11 forces have invaded our states and disturbed normal
12 peace and harmony amongst our citizens.
13 By popular acclaim, and by ballot, on several
14 elections the people of Massachusetts have declared
15 their desire for return of guaranteed sovereignty.
16 Resolved, Therefore, that the great and general
17 court of the commonwealth, after due deliberation,
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18 requests the honorable congress to take immediate
19 action to repeal the eighteenth amendment to the
20 federal constitution and to repeal and make void
21 such sections of the Volstead act, so-called, as may
22 conflict with any and all of the provisions of the
23 commonwealth’s constitutional guarantees as to or-
-24 derly social intercourse, individual liberty and right
25 to earn a livelihood in the ways our people have
26 heretofore been used.
27 Resolved, That the secretary of the commonwealth
28 shall transmit a certified copy of these resolutions
29 to the presiding officers of the two branches of the
30 congress of the United States.


