
HOUSE 286
By Mr. Dolan of Boston, petition of James M. Curley, mayor,

relative to indemnification of police officers, firemen and other em-
ployees of the city of Boston for claims against them in connection
with performance of official duty. Municipal Finance.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Three.

An Act relative to the Indemnification of Police Officers,
Firemen and Members of the Fire Department of the
City of Boston.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-

sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

Cte Commontoealtf) of spassacinisetts

1 Section one hundred of chapter forty-one of the
2 General Laws, as appearing in the Tercentenary
3 edition thereof, is hereby amended by inserting after
4 the word “duty” in the thirteenth line the words:
5 provided, in the case of a police officer, fireman or
6 member of the fire department, that after investi-
-7 gation it shall appear to the mayor or selectmen that
8 such officer, fireman or member of the fire department
9 was, at the time the claim arose, acting within the

10 scope of his official duties, and provided further that
11 the defence or settlement of such claim shall have
12 been made by the city solicitor or town counsel, or if
13 the town has no counsel, by an attorney employed for
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14 the purpose by the selectmen upon the request of said
15 officer, fireman or member of the fire'department and
16 at the direction of the mayor or selectmen,-—so as
17 to read as follows;-— Section 100. A city, town, fire
18 or water district may indemnify a police officer, fire-
-19 man or a member of the fire department or a person
20 required to assist a police officer in the discharge of
21 his duties, to an amount not more than the amount
22 recommended by the board or officer authorized to
23 appoint police officers, firemen or members of the fire
24 department of such city, town or district, for expenses
25 or damages sustained by him while acting as a police
26 officer, fireman or member of the fire department or
27 as such assistant, or incurred by him in the defence
28 or settlement of an action brought against him for
29 acts done by him while so acting, and such damages
30 may include loss of pay by reason of absence from
31 duty on the part of such officer, fireman or member
32 because of temporary incapacity caused by injury
33 suffered through no fault of his own while in the
34 actual performance of duty; provided in the case of
35 a police officer, fireman or member of the fire depart-
-36 ment that after investigation it shall appear to the
37 mayor or selectmen that such officer, fireman or

38 member of the fire department was, at the time the
39 claim arose, acting within the scope of his official
40 duties, and provided further that the defence or set-
-41 tlement of such claim shall have been made by the
42 city solicitor or town counsel, or if the town has no

43 counsel, by an attorney employed for the purpose
44 by the selectmen upon the request of said officer,
45 fireman or member of the fire department and at the
46 direction of the mayor or selectmen, and, if such
47 officer, fireman, member or person be dead, such ex-
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48 penses or damages shall be payable to his widow, or,
49 if he leaves no widow, then to his next of kin who, at
50 the time of his death, were dependent upon his wages
51 for support. This section shall be construed to author-
-52 ize a city or town to pay compensation, in the manner
53 herein provided, for damages for personal injuries,
54 whether or not death results, and for property damage
55 sustained by a person while assisting a police officer
56 thereof in the discharge of his duty upon his require-
-57 ment.




