
HOUSE No. 459

By Mr. Higgins of Boston, petition of James M. Curley, mayor of
Boston, that provision be made for certificates of title for owners of
motor vehicles. Highways and Motor Vehicles.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Three,

An Act providing for Certificates of Title for Motor
Vehicles.

1 Chapter ninety of the General Laws, as appearing
2 in the Tercentenary edition thereof, is hereby
3 amended by inserting after section thirty-four J, the
4 twelve following new sections:
5 Section 34-K. The following words used in this
6 and the eleven following sections shall have the fol-
-7 lowing meanings, unless a different meaning is clearly
8 apparent from the language or context, or unless such
9 construction is inconsistent with the manifest inten-

-10 tion of the legislature:
11 “Dealer”, Any person, firm, corporation or
12 association engaged in the purchase and sale of motor
13 vehicles, trailers and semi-trailers, and who has an
14 established place of business.
15 “Jobber”, —Any person, firm, corporation or

Be it enacted by the Senate and House oj Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:
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association engaged in the purchase and sale of new
motor vehicles, trailers or semi-trailers and their
resale directly to dealers.

16
17
18

“Manufacturer”, Every person engaged in the
business of manufacturing motor vehicles, trailers,
semi-trailers, motors or bodies of such vehicles.

19
20
21

“New motor vehicle”, Every motor vehicle
which is not defined as a reconstructed, rebuilt or

99

23
used motor vehicle.24

“Rebuilt motor vehicle”, Every motor vehicle
which shall have been assembled by using new parts

25
26

and used parts, derived from other motor vehicles of
the same make, and rebuilt by the manufacturer
thereof.

i

28
29

Section 3J/.L. No resident of this commonwealth
shall own h motor vehicle therein unless a certificate
of title therefor shall have been obtained as herein-
after provided; provided, that manufacturers and
jobbers shall not be required to obtain certificates of
title for new motor vehicles when consigned by such
manufacturers or jobbers to dealers; and provided,
further, that dealers need not obtain certificates of
title for new motor vehicles before or until sale
thereof. Whoever violates this section shall be
punished by a fine of twenty-five dollars or by im-
prisonment for not more than ten days.
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Section 3/+ M. Each application for a certificate42
of title shall be made upon a form furnished by the
registrar; shall be made under the penalties of per-
jury; shall be accompanied by the prescribed fee;
shall contain a full description of the motor vehicle,
the correct name and address of the owner and an
exact statement of the owner’s title of, and of any and
all liens, encumbrances and legal claims against and
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upon, said motor vehicle, and whether or not pos-
session thereof is held under any lease, contract or
conditional sale, or other agreement of like effect;
and shall be signed by the owner, if an individual,
otherwise by an agent of the owner thereto duly
authorized.

50
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The registrar shall use reasonable diligence in
ascertaining whether or not the facts stated in said
application are true and, if satisfied that the appli-
cant is the lawful owner of said motor vehicle or is
otherwise entitled to have a certificate of title to said
motor vehicle issued in his or its name, the registrar
shall issue a certificate of title, bearing his signature
or that of some person designated by him, and a
facsimile of the seal of the commonwealth.

56
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59
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64
65 Section (a ) A certificate of title shall con-

tain such description and other evidence of identifi-
cation of the motor vehicle for which it is issued as
the registrar may deem necessary, together with a
statement of all liens, encumbrances or legal claims
thereon which the applicant sets forth in his appli-
cation, together with the name and address of the
holder or holders of such liens, encumbrances and
claims.
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( h) If there are no liens, encumbrances or legal
claims on a motor vehicle a certificate of title thereto
shall be delivered to the owner; otherwise it shall be
delivered to the person holding the first lien, encum-
brance or claim upon such motor vehicle and shall
be retained by such person until the entire amount of
such lien, encumbrance or claim is fully paid by the
owner, whereupon said certificate of title shall be
delivered to said owner, together with the proper
evidence of satisfaction of said lien, encumbrance or
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legal claim by the holder thereof. A corrected certifi-
cate of title, without a statement of such liens, en-
cumbrances or legal claims, shall be issued by the
registrar upon request of the owner, upon the return
to the registrar of the original certificate of title ac-
companied by evidence satisfactory to him that all
said liens, encumbrances and legal claims have been
satisfied, or, if the original certificate of title cannot
so be returned, upon the production of evidence satis-
factory to him that all of said liens, encumbrances or
legal claims have been satisfied.
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(c) No certificate of title need be renewed when
the record of such certificate has been cancelled by
the registrar.
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Section SJfi. The registrar may issue a certificate
of title, in the name of the first owner of a new or
rebuilt motor vehicle, if such owner presents to him
an application for certificate of title duly made and
acknowledged by the manufacturer, jobber or dealer
and assigned to such owner, and upon the payment
to the registrar of the required fee.
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Section 34.P. Whenever the registrar is satisfied
by proper evidence, and upon such investigation as
he may make, that a certificate of title has been issued
bearing incorrect information he shall require the
return to him of such certificate of title, together with
the production of any information necessary for the
adjustment of his records in connection with such
certificate of title; and thereupon he shall issue a
corrected certificate of title without fee.
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Section 34Q- If a certificate of title is lost or
destroyed or has become illegible, application for a
duplicate certificate of title may be made upon a form
furnished by the registrar, signed as provided in sec-
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tion thirty-four M and made under the penalties ol
perjury, and accompanied by the required fee;
whereupon the registrar shall issue to the owner or
other person entitled to the same a duplicate certifi-
cate of title, and the provisions of the last paragraph
of said section thirty-four M relative to an original
certificate of title, so far as applicable, shall apply to
such duplicate certificate.

118
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Section (a) In the event of the sale or other
transfer of the ownership of a motor vehicle as to
which a certificate of title has been issued, the owner
of such motor vehicle shall execute and deliver to the
purchaser or transferee an assignment of such certifi-
cate of title, with warranty of title, and with a state-
ment of all liens, encumbrances or legal claims on
such motor vehicle and the name and address of the
holder of each of said liens, encumbrances or legal
claims, said assignment to be made under the penal-
ties of perjury and to be delivered to the purchaser or
transferee upon delivery to him of such motor
vehicle.
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( h) Such owner or transferee, within ten days after
such assignment or any reassignment of a certificate
of title, upon a form to be furnished by the registrar,
shall present to the registrar such assigned or reas-
signed certificate of title, or such form, made under
the penalties of perjury, with such assigned or re-
assigned certificate of title attached thereto and
accompanied by a statement of all liens, encum-
brances or legal claims on said motor vehicle, an
application for a new certificate of title, and the pre-
scribed fee; whereupon the registrar may issue a new
certificate of title in the name of the new owner.
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(c) Whoever violates any provision of this section151
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152 shall be punished by a fine of twenty-five dollars or
153 by imprisonment for not more than ten days.
154 Section 3/+S. In case of the transfer of ownership
155 or possession of any motor vehicle by operation of
156 law, whether voluntary or involuntary, the person

157 from whose possession or ownership such motor
158 vehicle has been taken or has passed shall immedi-
159 ately surrender the certificate of title of such motor
160 vehicle to the person to whom possession or title of
161 such motor vehicle has so come or passed. Upon
162 surrender to the registrar of the prior certificate of
163 title of such motor vehicle, or, if that is not possible,
164 upon presentation of proof satisfactory to him as to
165 the ownership and right of possession to such motor
166 vehicle, and upon payment to him of the prescribed
167 fee and presentation to him of an application for a
168 new certificate of title, lie may issue to the person to
169 whom possession or title of such motor vehicle has
170 so come or passed a new certificate of title thereto.
171 Whoever violates any provision of this section shall
172 be punished by a fine of twenty-five dollars or by
173 imprisonment for not more than ten days.
174 Section 3/fT. (a) The registrar, whenever he re-

175 ceives a report of the theft of a motor vehicle, whether
176 or not the same is registered in this commonwealth,
177 and whether it is owned in this or any other state, if
178 such notice is accompanied by the name or make and
179 the manufacturer’s serial number of such motor
180 vehicle, shall thereupon make a distinctive record
181 thereof and shall file the same, in numerical order of
182 the manufacturer’s serial number, with his records of
183 other vehicles of such name or make already titled.
184 ( b ) Upon the receipt of an application for a certifi-
-185 cate of title of any motor vehicle referred to in the
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preceding paragraph, the registrar shall immediately
notify the rightful owner of said motor vehicle and
shall withhold the issuance of such new certificate of
title until proper investigation shall have been made.
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(c) Upon the recovery of a stolen motor vehicle,
as to the theft of which the registrar has been notified,
the owner shall immediately notify the registrar as
to such recovery.
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(d) Every police officer having knowledge of a
stolen motor vehicle shall immediately furnish the
registrar with full information in his possession rela-
tive thereto.
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(e) The registrar shall from time to time prepare,
and distribute in such manner as he may think best,
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vehicles stolen and recovered
submitted to him under this

reports listing all motor
as disclosed by reports
section.
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any provision of paragraph
be punished by a fine of ten

(/) Whoever violates
(c) of this section shall
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dollars or by imprisonment for not more than five
days.
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Section SJ^U. (a) The registrar shall keep and
maintain a record of all certificates of title of motor
vehicles issued by him and, after the expiration of
five years following the year in which any such
certificates were issued may, at his discretion, and
subject to law, destroy or otherwise dispose of such
records.
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214 (6) Within ten days of the destruction or junking

of any motor vehicle the owner thereof shall in writing
notify the registrar and shall return to him for can-
cellation the certificate of title thereto.
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(c) Any owner of a motor vehicle who sells it as
scrap or to be destroyed or junked shall assign the
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certificate of title thereto to the person to whom it is
sold who shall immediately return to the registrar
such assigned certificate of title, together with an
application for a certificate of junk, whereupon the
registrar shall issue to the assignee thereof a certifi-
cate of junk which shall authorize the holder thereof
to possess, transport, or, by endorsement, transfer
ownership in such junked motor vehicle; and no
certificate of title shall again be issued for such motor
vehicle.

220
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(d) The registrar, upon receipt of notification from
the proper authority of any other state or any foreign
country that a certificate of title issued byhim has been
surrendered by the owner thereof in conformity with
the laws of such other state or country, may cancel
his record of such certificate.
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(e) The registrar, upon receipt of a certificate from
the clerk of any court of record showing conviction
for a misstatement of facts on an application for a
certificate of title or for a duplicate thereof or for any
assignment of a certificate of title, shall forthwith
cancel the record of such certificate of title, assign-
ment, or duplicate certificate of title, and require
that the same be returned immediately to him for
cancellation of record.
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(/) If a check received inpayment of any required
fee is not paid upon demand, the registrar may cancel
the record ofany proceedings taken by him in reliance
thereon.
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(g) The registrar may cancel the certificate of title
issued for any new motor vehicle in the possession of
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a dealer when he is satisfied by satisfactory evidence
that such motor vehicle has been returned to the
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manufacturer, jobber or dealer from whom it was
obtained.

253
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(h) Whoever violates any provision of paragraphs
( b ) and (c) of this section shall be punished by a fine
of twenty-five dollars or by imprisonment for not
more than ten days.
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Section (a) Whoever alters or forges any
certificate of title to a motor vehicle, or any assign-
ment thereof, or possesses or uses any such certificate
of title knowing the same to have been altered or
forged, shall be punished by a fine of not more than
one thousand dollars or by imprisonment for not
more than two years, or both.
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(6) ’Whoever procures or attempts to procure a
certificate of title to a motor vehicle, or passes or
attempts to pass a certificate of title to a motor
vehicle, or any assignment thereof, knowing or hav-
ing reason to believe that such motor vehicle has been
stolen, shall be punished by a fine of not more than
one thousand dollars or by imprisonment for not
more than two years, or both.
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