
HOUSE No. 504

By Mr. Bessette of New Bedford, petition of Alfred M. Bessette
that the Registrar of Motor Vehicles be authorized to issue learners’
permits to operate motor vehicles. Highways and Motor Vehicles.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Three.

An Act providing for the Issuance of Learners’ Permits to
operate Motor Vehicles.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section eight of chapter ninety of the
2 General Laws, as appearing in the Tercentenary
3 edition thereof, is hereby amended by adding at the
4 end thereof the following new paragraph:

5 The registrar may issue to any person sixteen years
6 of age or over a written permit permitting the said
7 person, for the purpose of fitting himself to become a

8 licensed motor vehicle operator, to operate a motor
9 vehicle for a specified period of not more than three

10 weeks, while in the company and under the supervi-
-11 sion of a licensed motor vehicle operator; and such a
12 learner’s permit shall be sufficient license for the said
13 person to operate a motor vehicle on the ways of the
14 commonwealth during the period specified while in the
15 company of and under the control of a licensed motor
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16 vehicle operator of this commonwealth; provided,
17 that the said person, as well as such licensed motor
18 vehicle operator, shall be held accountable for all
19 violations of this chapter committed by the said person
20 while in the presence of such licensed motor vehicle
21 operator. No examination for an operator’s license
22 shall be given unless the applicant therefor has first
23 secured a learner’s permit.

1 Section 2. Section ten of said chapter ninety, as
2 so appearing, is hereby amended by striking out all
3 after the word “provided” in the second and third
4 lines, down to and including the word “examined”
5 in the thirteenth line, so as to read as follows:
6 Section 10. No person shall operate a motor vehicle
7 upon any way unless licensed under this chapter,
8 except as is otherwise herein provided. The motor
9 vehicle of a non-resident may be operated on the ways

10 of the commonwealth in accordance with section three
11 by its owner or by his chauffeur or employee without a
12 license from the registrar if the operator is duly licensed
13 under the laws of the state or country where such
14 vehicle is registered, or has complied fully with its
15 laws respecting the licensing of operators of motor
16 vehicles and has such license or evidence of such com-

-17 pliance on his person or in the vehicle in some easily
18 accessible place; and a non-resident who holds a license
19 to operate motor vehicles under the laws of the state
20 or country in which he resides, and has the license on
21 his person or in the vehicle in some easily accessible
22 place, may at any time operate, without a license from
23 the registrar, any type of motor vehicle which he is
24 licensed to operate under said license, irrespective of
25 the ownership of such vehicle; provided, that the laws
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26 relative to registration are complied with and that, as
27 finally determined by the registrar, his state or country
28 grants substantially similar privileges to residents of
29 this commonwealth and prescribes and enforces stand-
-30 ards of fitness for operators of motor vehicles sub-
-31 stantially as high as those prescribed and enforced by
32 this commonwealth; but if any such non-resident or
33 his chauffeur or employee be convicted by any court
34 or trial justice of violating any provision of the laws of
35 the commonwealth relating to motor vehicles or to
36 the operation thereof, whether or not he appeals, he
37 shall be thereafter subject to and required to comply
38 with all the provisions of this chapter relating to the
39 registration of motor vehicles owned by residents of
40 the commonwealth and the licensing of the operators
41 thereof. A record of the trial shall be sent forthwith
42 by the court or trial justice to the registrar.

1 Section 3. Section thirty-three of said chapter
2 ninety, as most recently amended by section one of
3 chapter two hundred and forty-nine of the acts of nine-
-4 teen hundred and thirty-two, is hereby further
5 amended by inserting after the word "apparatus”
6 in the eighty-seventh line, as printed in the Tercen-
-7 tenary edition, the following new paragraph;
8 For every learner’s permit, fifty cents.




