
HOUSE 632

By Mr. Milano of Melrose, petition of E, H. Jones for legislation
prohibiting the cutting of muscles or tendons of horses’ tails and the
exhibition of such horses. Legal Affairs.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Three.

An Act relative to Cutting the Muscles or Tendons of
Horses’ Tails and the Showing of Horses.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Chapter two hundred and seventy-two of the Gen-
-2 era! Laws is hereby amended by inserting after section
3 eighty B the following new sections:
4 Section 80C. Whoever cuts the tendons or muscles
5 of a horse’s tail, or whoever causes or procures to be
6 cut the tendons or muscles of a horse’s tail, other
7 than as shall be certified to be reasonably necessary
8 by a duly registered veterinarian, or whoever places
9 upon a horse or causes to be placed upon a horse any

10 mechanical device for the purpose of setting up a
11 horse’s tail shall be punished by a fine of not more
12 than two hundred and fifty dollars. The possession
13 of a horse with a tail the muscles or tendons of which
14 have been cut and with the wound resulting there-
-15 from unhealed confined upon the premises or in
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16 charge or custody of any person shall be prima facie
17 evidence of a violation of this section by the person in
18 control of such premises or by the person having such
19 charge or custody.
20 Section SOD. Whoever shows or exhibits or pro-
-21 cures to be shown or exhibited at any horse show or
22 exhibition in the commonwealth a horse with a tail
23 the muscles or tendons of which have been cut as
24 aforesaid, or with a docked tail, shall be punished by
25 a fine of not more than two hundred and fifty dollars.
26 Section 80E. The provisions of section eighty D
27 of this chapter shall not apply to the showing or
28 exhibition of a horse with a tail the muscles or tendons
29 of which have been cut as aforesaid or whose tail has
30 been docked prior to January first, nineteen hundred
31 and thirty-four, provided that its owner, if a resident
32 of this commonwealth, procures it to be registered
33 with the clerk of the city or town in which he or she
34 resides, or if a non-resident with the director of the
35 division of animal industry of the department of
36 conservation. Applications for such registration shall
37 be made upon forms approved by the said director.
38 A city or town clerk or the said director, if satisfied
39 that the applicant is entitled to the registration of a

40 horse as aforesaid, and that the statements contained
41 in his application therefor are true, shall upon pay-
-42 ment of a fee of one dollar register such horse as
43 aforesaid and grant the owner a certificate thereof.


