
HOUSE .... No. 770

By Mr. Halliwell of New Bedford, petition of Hart Cummin that
the preparation of municipal budgets in cities and towns be regulated
further. Municipal Finance.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Three.

An Act to regulate Budgets in Certain Cities and Towns.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Chapter forty-four of the General
2 Laws, as appearing in the Tercentenary edition
3 thereof, is hereby amended by striking out section
4 thirty-two and inserting in place thereof the following:
5 Section 32. Within sixty days after the annual
6 organization of the city government in cities, other
7 than Boston, not having the commission form of
8 government the mayor, and in such cities having said
9 commission form, the commissioner or director of

10 finance, shall submit to the city council the annual
11 budget. The budget shall consist of an itemized state-
-12 ment of the current expenses of the city and the esti-
-13 mated receipts and other funds available to meet such
14 expenses, and shall be prepared in accordance with
15 regulations made and upon a form prescribed by the
16 director. The city council, by a majority vote, shall
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17 make such appropriations in detail, clearly specifying
18 the amount to be expended for each particular pur-
19 pose. The city council may reduce or reject any item,
20 but, without the approval of the mayor or commis-
21 sioner or director of finance, as the case may be, shall
22 not increase any item in or the total of a budget, nor
23 add any item thereto. In such cities not having the
24 commission form of government, the city officials
25 when so requested by the mayor, shall submit to him
26 forthwith in such detail as he may require estimates
27 for the next fiscal year of the expenditures of their
28 departments or offices under their charge, which shall
29 be submitted to the city council. In such cities having
30 the commission form of government each commis-
31 sioner or director shall, within thirty days after the
32 annual organization of the city government, submit
33 to the commissioner or director of finance estimates in
34 such detail as he may require of the amounts deemed
35 necessary for the current expenses of their respective
36 departments. In all cities other than Boston, if the
37 council fails to approve or disapprove any item in the
38 budget, as submitted by the mayor or commissioner
39 or director of finance, within sixty days after its
40 receipt thereof, such item shall, without any council
41 action, become a part of the budget for the year, and
42 the sum named shall be available for the purpose
43 designated. Nothing in this section shall prevent
44 the mayor or commissioner or director of finance
45 from recommending, and the city council from mak-
-46 ing, appropriations prior to the adoption of the annual
47 budget; but no appropriations shall be recommended
48 or made, or supplementary budget submitted or
49 adopted, of money to be raised in the tax levy of the
50 current year, after the annual budget has been sub-
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51 mitted, except in the case of an emergency or an

52 expense that could not be foreseen when the annual
53 budget was submitted, and with the written approval
54 of the director. Transfers may be made of unencum-

-55 bered balances in any appropriation resulting from
56 any curtailment in departmental expense made after
57 the original budget was passed to such other appro-
-58 priation and in the same manner and by the same

59 authority as the original appropriation was made.

1 Section 2. Section sixteen of chapter thirty-nine
2 of the General Laws, as last amended by chapter two
3 hundred and seventy-six of the acts of the year nine-
-4 teen hundred and twenty-nine, is further amended by
5 adding at the end thereof the following: Such
6 budget shall consist of an itemized statement of the
7 current expenses of the town and of the estimated
8 receipts and other funds available to meet such ex-
-9 penses, and shall be prepared in accordance with
10 regulations made and upon a form prescribed by the
11 director of accounts in the department of corpora-

-12 tions and taxation, —so as to read as follows;
13 iSection 16. Every town whose valuation for the pur-
-14 pose of apportioning the state tax exceeds one million
15 dollars shall, and any other town may, by by-law
16 provide for the appointment and duties of appropria-
-17 tion, advisory or finance committees, who shall con-
-18 sider any or all municipal questions for the purpose of
19 making reports or recommendations to the town; and
20 such by-laws may provide that committees so ap-
-21 pointed may continue in office for terms not exceed-
-22 ing three years from the date of appointment.
23 In every town having a committee appointed under
24 authority of this section, such committee, or the
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25 selectmen if authorized by a by-law of the town, and,
26 in any town not having such a committee, the select-
-27 men, shall submit a budget at the annual town
28 meeting. Such budget shall consist of an itemized
29 statement of the current expenses of the town and of
30 the estimated receipts and other funds available to
31 meet such expenses, and shall be prepared in accord-
-32 ance withregulations made and upon a form prescribed
33 by the director of accounts in the department of
34 corporations and taxation.


