
HOUSE No. 919
By Mr. Gallagher of Boston, petition of Owen Gallagher relative 

to the valuation of poles, wires and other equipment of telephone 
and telegraph companies. Power and Light.

C&e (Eommontuealtt) of Massachusetts
In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Three.

An Act for the Valuation of Machinery, Poles, Wires, 
etc., of the Telephone and Telegraph Companies and 
Assessment for Locations of Said Poles.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre

sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the 

authority of the same, as follows:

1 General Laws, chapter fifty-nine, section thirty-
2 nine, as most recently amended by chapter four
3 hundred and sixteen, section twelve, of the acts of
4 nineteen hundred and thirty, is hereby further
5 amended by adding after the words “ such property”
6 in the twenty-fifth line, the words: — and there
7 shall be assessed for each pole erected on a public
8 highway a tax of not less than one dollar per year
9 for each location, — so tha t said section shall read

10 as follows: — Section 39. The valuation at which
11 the machinery, poles, wires and underground con-
12 duits, wires and pipes of all telephone and telegraph
13 companies shall be assessed by the assessors of the
14 respective towns where such property is subject to
15 taxation shall be determined annually by the com-
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16 missioner, subject to appeal to the board of tax
17 appeals, as hereinafter provided, and shall by him
18 be certified to the assessors on or before June fifteenth.
19 A board of assessors aggrieved by a valuation made
20 by the commissioner under this section may, within
21 ten days after notice of his valuation, apply to said
22 board of tax appeals. Said board shall hear and
23 decide the subject m atter of such appeal and give
24 notice of its decision to the commissioner and to the
25 assessors; and its decision as to the valuation of the
26 property shall be final and conclusive, except as pro-
27 vided in section sevent3r-three, relative to abatements.
28 The assessors shall, in the manner provided by law,
29 assess the machinery, poles, wires and underground
30 conduits, wires and pipes of all telephone and tele-
31 graph companies as certified and at the value deter-
32 mined by the commissioner or by the board of tax
33 appeals, and such assessment, by a board of assessors
34 shall be deemed to be a full compliance with the oath
35 of office of each assessor and a full performance of
36 his official duty with relation to the assessment of
37 such property and there shall be assessed for each
38 pole erected on a public highway a tax of not less
39 than one dollar per year for each location, except as
40 provided in the following section.


